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Today will be partly sunny and humid.
Tonight will be partly cloudy and humid.
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They will be walking the other way today. Schools resume today at Bassett High and all the other schools in Henry County.

OFF TO SCHOOLWE GO

Franklin
County
mumon
payout
Sexual harassment lawsuit
against locality settled, but
settlement amount a secret

By Jeff Sturgeon
The Roanoke Times

ROANOKE — Four months after attorneys
settled a sexual harassment lawsuit against
Franklin County and its former top building
official, the payout amount remains secret.

No records of the amount were filed in
court. No records of the amount are in the
possession of Franklin County, according
to its contracted lawyer. The county’s pri-
vate risk pool insurer, which is tasked with
writing the check for Franklin in such cases,
isn’t subject to state open records laws.

So, while taxpayer money covers almost
$570,000 in annual insurance premiums for
Franklin County, and taxpayer money that’s
fed into the insurance pool by local govern-
ments covers the cost of settlements in cas-
es like this one, officials may withhold the
answer to a central question: How much is
the payout?

One of Virginia’s leading open govern-
ment advocates is researching the pos-
sibility of legislation aimed at closing the
loopholes that allow Franklin County and
any others who choose the same stance
to conceal payout records. Megan Rhyne,
executive director of the Virginia Coalition
for Open Government, said county officials
were being “intentionally opaque.”

That approach “violates the spirit of
transparency,” she said. “I believe that there
is a decision being made that doesn’t neces-
sarily have to be made.”

Settlement agreements like the one
signed in the lawsuit filed against Franklin
County by former employee Jennifer Owen
can be and frequently are private. But the
payout amounts in cases involving local
governments are another matter.

A landmark 1990 Virginia Supreme Court
ruling found that accounting records re-
lated to case settlements must be disclosed.
A separate determination by the Virginia
Freedom of Information Advisory Council,
a state agency, stated the principle that the
public has the right to know how taxpayer
money is spent.

SEE LAWSUIT | A5

By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsville
bulletin.com

At the Martinsville farmers
market, Calvin McCullough
has been explaining a new
fruit: the Asian apple-pear.

It’s actually been around for
millennia – on the other side
of the world. It’s just not some-
thing you see every day in Mar-
tinsville.

Trent Farms planted Asian
apple pear trees a few years
ago, said Karen Collins, the
daughter of Tommy Trent, who
runs the farm. The unusual
fruit first came in last year.

The odd fruit is the shape of
an apple but with the mottled
texture and brownish color of
the pear, and it has the pear’s
texture. Collins said it’s great
in smoothies: She slices and
freezes the fruits, then pulls
them out to pop into the
blender with orange-pineap-
ple juice and perhaps some
frozen peaches, strawberries
or blueberries and maybe
spinach.

Asian apple pears, also called
Asian pears, are a variety of
pear (not crossed with apple)
that are good to eat as soon as
harvested or can be kept in cold
storage for several months,
according to the University
of California Agriculture and
Natural Resources Fruit & Nut
Information Center. Their tex-
ture is crisp, as opposed to the
European pear, which usually
is served when soft and juicy.
This occurs about a week after
it’s taken out of cold storage.

The Uptown Martinsville
Farmers’ Market is open
Wednesdays and Saturdays
from 8 a.m. to noon through
Sept. 25 and just Saturdays
through Nov. 9. It accepts
SNAP/EBT, giving double val-
ue (up to $20) on purchases.
It is located at 65 W. Main St.,
across from the Martinsville
Fire Department and New Col-
lege Institute.

At the market, shoppers and
vendors alike swap recipes and
cooking methods.

Cooking with farmers market
These local wares are pretty fair and cook up a tasty fare
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Dylan Dinoto talks with Marie Young, of Bassett, about the Black Diamond watermelon, which she ended up buying, at the Mar-
tinsville farmers market.

Calvin McCullough, of Trent Farms in Critz, shows the
Asian apple pear which the farm has started offering.
The fruit is a pear with the texture of an apple and the
ability to stay good after months of cold storage.SEE MARKET | A6


