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There will be plenty of sunshine
and partly cloudy into the evening.

U.S. debates the
reopening of the
nation’s schools.
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsville-
bulletin.com

The coronavirus pan-
demic interrupted a lot of
initiatives and programs,
but it only made the grass-
roots movement Move to
Martinsville stronger.

Move to Martinsville is
a networking initiative in-

tended to attract individu-
als and businesses to come
to Martinsville-Henry
County to stay. Much of its
target audience is profes-
sionals who can work re-
motely, without being tied
to a geographic location to
work.

And the pandemic’s lock-
down has caused a great
surge in the number of

people who are working
from home.

Move to Martinsville
highlights the area’s low
cost of living, good qual-
ity of life and closeness to
large cities.

The idea of it sprung
from a conversation in
2018 between aerospace
consultant Jim Roberts, a
newcomer to the area, and

Dean Johnston, the branch
manager at Stifel Nich-
olaus.

“I was intrigued by all
the activity to all the many
non-profits and commu-
nity support programs
and initiatives, very im-
pressed,” Roberts said.
Although he was aware of
business-recruitment ef-
forts, he said, “I was flab-

bergasted there was no ini-
tiative to attract people.”

Roberts and his wife, Ju-
lie Carter, still have their
house in Alexandria and
divide their time between
that there and their house
in Stanleytown.

In this area “you get a
wonderful home value”

The nonprofit
group Move to
Martinsville is
capitalizing on
the work-remotely
mantra inspired
by the COVID-19
pandemic.

Virus may help magnet group
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

T
here’s no place like home.

“Your house, your living room, your kitchen, your
bedroom should be the most peaceful place in your

world,” said Bassett native and singer Jamar Tyree, who has
loved decorating his first house.

“If your house doesn’t reflect you and what you love, I don’t
think you’ll feel the most calm.”

Tyree’s 1-story, ranch-style home is in all white, with a lus-
cious mix of textures and finishes. The rooms take on new
personalities when he swaps out accessories according to the
time of year or just his mood.

His style has been so popular among friends and acquain-
tances and on social media that he has been getting requests
to share his techniques and advice.

A 2007 graduate of Bassett High School, Tyree, 31, is the son
of Louandrea Craighead and Wayman Tyree. He has a bach-
elor’s degree in the arts, with a concentration in vocal perfor-
mance, from Greensboro (N.C.) College.

He lives in Greensboro, where he works for AppleCare, but
he still spends a lot of time in his hometown, especially sing-
ing with the family gospel group, The Family 5, and at his
home church, Rock Hill Missionary Baptist.

He was decorating his house since before he even had a
house.

“I watched millions and millions and millions of decorating
videos on YouTube,” he said. “I have learned a lot of the things
that make decorating look better over time.”

He’sin
harmony
withhishome
Gospel singer Jamar Tyree, a
member of the gospel group The
Family 5, has enjoyed planning and
executing the design of his first home.
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Jamar Tyree’s house takes on different looks depending on the time of year. Here the table by the stairs is appointed
for Christmas.

By Michael Martz
Richmond Times-Dispatch

A direct descendant of
Confederate Gen. J.E.B.
Stuart wants to “bring
home” his ancestor’s de-
posed statue from Monu-
ment Avenue to the cav-
alryman’s birthplace in
Patrick County in South-
west Virginia.

Dr. James E.B. Stuart V, a
Richmond orthopedic sur-

geon, formally asked Rich-
mond Mayor Levar Stoney
and the City Council on
Monday to allow the trans-
fer of the statue to the J.E.B.
Stuart Birthplace Preserva-
tion Trust Inc. The trust
is a 29-year-old nonprofit
organization that operates
Laurel Hill on a portion
of the farm on which the
Confederate grew up at
Ararat in Patrick along the
North Carolina border.

The historic preserva-
tion trust had written to
Richmond leaders on July
7 — the same day the city
removed the statue from
its Monument Avenue
pedestal at Stuart Circle —
to “express our fervent de-
sire” to acquire the statue
and move it to Laurel Hill
at its expense. The trust
had not received a reply as
of Monday morning.

Stuart, who wrote a col-

umn two years ago about
the divisive debate over
Confederate monuments
in Richmond, made clear
this week that he has no in-
terest in the statue return-
ing to the perch it had held
on Monument since 1907.

“I think the horse has left
the barn about putting the
statues back up,” he said in
an email on Sunday. “Our
focus is on returning the
statue to his home.”

Stuart has no involve-
ment in a lawsuit two Rich-
mond residents filed last
week challenging Stoney’s
decision to remove the
statues under powers
granted to him under the
public emergency Gov.
Ralph Northam declared.

The governor declared
an emergency in response
to protests over police bru-
tality toward African Amer-
icans and over Confeder-

ate monuments erected
during the Jim Crow era of
racial segregation. On June
29, he signed an executive
order extending the state
of emergency in Richmond
at Stoney’s request.

The lawsuit, filed by
Helen Marie Taylor and E.
Morgan Massey, seeks to
reverse the mayor’s deci-
sion and require the city to

Stuart descendant wants statue at general’s birthplace
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