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By Geoff Mulvihill
and Dave Collins
The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — A
tentative settlement an-
nounced Wednesday over
the role Purdue Pharma
played in the nation’s opi-
oid addiction crisis falls
short of the far-reaching
national settlement the
OxyContin maker had
been seeking for months,
with litigation sure to con-
tinue against the company
and the family that owns it.

The agreement with
about half the states and
attorneys representing
roughly 2,000 local govern-
ments would have Purdue
file for a structured bank-
ruptcy and pay as much as
$12 billion over time, with
about $3 billion coming
from the Sackler family.
That number involves fu-
ture profits and the value
of drugs currently in devel-
opment.

In addition, the family
would have to give up its
ownership of the company
and contribute another
$1.5 billion by selling an-
other of its pharmaceuti-
cal companies, Mundip-
harma.

Several attorneys general
said the agreement was a
better way to ensure com-
pensation from Purdue
and the Sacklers than tak-
ing their chances if Purdue
files for bankruptcy on its
own.

Arizona Attorney Gener-
al Mark Brnovich said the
deal “was the quickest and
surest way to get immedi-
ate relief for Arizona and
for the communities that
have been harmed by the
opioid crisis and the ac-
tions of the Sackler family.”

But even advocates of the
deal cautioned that it’s not
yet complete.

“I don’t think there’s a
settlement,” said Ohio At-
torney General Dave Yost
whose state was among
those supporting it. “There
is a proposal that’s been ac-
cepted by a majority of at-
torneys general, but there
are quite a few significant
states that have not joined
at this point.”

“There’s still a lot of tele-
phone calls going on. I
think we see the outlines of
a thing that might be, but
it’s not yet,” Yost said in an
interview.

Opioid addiction has
contributed to the deaths
of some 400,000 Ameri-
cans over the past two de-
cades, hitting many rural
communities particularly

hard.
The lawsuits against

Stamford, Connecticut-
based Purdue paint it as
a particular villain in the
crisis. They say the compa-
ny’s aggressive marketing
of OxyContin downplayed
addiction risks and led to
more widespread opioid
prescribing, even though
only a sliver of the opioid
painkillers sold in the U.S.
were its products.

The tentative agreement
and expected bankruptcy
filing would remove Pur-
due from the first federal
trial over the opioids epi-
demic, scheduled to begin
next month in Ohio.

In a statement after
Wednesday’s announce-
ment, the company said
that it “continues to work
with all plaintiffs on reach-

ing a comprehensive
resolution to its opioid
litigation that will deliver
billions of dollars and vi-
tal opioid overdose rescue
medicines to communities
across the country impact-
ed by the opioid crisis.”

Even with Wednesday’s
development, many states
have not signed on. Sev-
eral state attorneys gen-
eral vowed to continue
their legal battles against
the Sacklers and the com-
pany in bankruptcy court.
Roughly 20 states have
sued members of the Sack-
ler family in state courts.
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NEWS

Tentative opioids settlement
falls short of nationwide deal

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Medications slated for destruction are shown Wednesday in a locked storage area of a police
headquarters in Barberton, Ohio. Attorneys representing some 2,000 local governments said
they have agreed to a tentative settlementwith OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma over the toll
of the nation’s opioid crisis.

Government plans
to ban the flavors
used in e-cigarettes
By Matthew Perrone
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
federal government will
act to ban thousands of
flavors used in e-ciga-
rettes, President Donald
Trump said Wednesday,
responding to a recent
surge in underage vaping
that has alarmed parents,
politicians and health au-
thorities nationwide.

The surprise White
House announcement
could remake the multi-
billion-dollar vaping in-
dustry, which has been
driven by sales of flavored
nicotine formulas such
as “grape slushie” and
“strawberry cotton can-
dy.”

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration will develop
guidelines to remove from
the market all e-cigarette
flavors except tobacco,
Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Alex Azar
told reporters during an
Oval Office appearance
with the president, first
lady Melania Trump and
the acting FDA commis-
sioner, Ned Sharpless.

Trump, whose son Bar-
ron is 13 years old, said
vaping has become such
a problem that he wants
parents to be aware of
what’s happening. “We
can’t allow people to get
sick and we can’t have our
youth be so affected,” he
said.

Melania Trump recently
tweeted her concerns
over the combination of
children and vaping, and
at the meeting, the presi-
dent said, “I mean, she’s
got a son — together —
that is a beautiful, young

man, and she feels very,
very strongly about it.”

Trump’s first public
comments on vaping
come as health authori-
ties investigate hundreds
of breathing illnesses
reported in people who
have used e-cigarettes
and other vaping devices.

No single device, ingre-
dient or additive has been
identified, though many
cases involve marijuana
vaping.

The restrictions an-
nounced by Trump offi-
cials would only apply to
nicotine vaping products,
which are regulated by
the FDA.

The FDA has had the
authority to ban vaping
flavors since 2016, but has
previously resisted calls
to take that step. Agency
officials instead said they
were studying if flavors
could help smokers quit
traditional cigarettes.

But parents, teachers
and health advocates
have increasingly called
for a crackdown on fla-
vors , arguing that they
are overwhelmingly to
blame for the explosion in
underage vaping by U.S.
teens, particularly with
small, discrete devices
such as Juul’s.

“It has taken far too long
to stop Juul and other
e-cigarettes companies
from targeting our na-
tion’s kids with sweet-
flavored, nicotine-loaded
products,” said Matthew
Myers, of the Campaign
for Tobacco-Free Kids, in
a statement.

Federal law prohibits
e-cigarette and all other
tobacco sales to those un-
der 18.


