
Drive Through and Drop Off Unwanted Medications

Keep them safe. Clean them out.

Take them back.

Saturday, April 27
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Location:

Martinsville Fire Department

65 W Church St

Martinsville, VA
Syringes, lancets, or sharps of any kind cannot be accepted.

Visit DEATakeBack.com for a collection site near you.
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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will have partial sunshine. Tonight
will be mostly clear.

Franklin County
tornado reached
historic strength.
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Martinsville man still not competent to facemurder charge

BY PAUL COLLINS
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Robert Wayne Reynolds — the
man charged in 2017 with first-
degree murder in the death
of Martinsville resident Kathrine
White Likens — remains men-
tally incompetent to stand trial.

At a mental review hearing Fri-
day in Martinsville General Dis-

trict Court, Judge Marcus Brinks
scheduled a follow-up review
hearing for Oct. 17. Reynolds will
remain at Central State Hospital,
a mental hospital in Petersburg.

Under Virginia law, a defen-
dant may be declared mentally
incompetent to stand trial if he
“lacks substantial capacity to
understand the proceedings
against him or to assist his at-

torney in his own
defense.”

M a r t i n s v i l l e
Commonwealth’s
Attorney Andy
Hall said he plans
to request a court
hearing as soon
as possible so that

he can question Reynolds’ psy-
chiatrist to see what efforts have
been taken to try to restore him
to mental competency.

Reynolds is accused of a 2017 slaying. He will
have another competency hearing in October.

See MURDER, Page A8
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Police
officers
block
off the
crime
scene
in July
2017,
when the
body of
Kather-
ine Lik-
ens was
found.

Henry
County
approves
budget
Schools will get nearly $19M
with the $400,000 increase

The proposal scene, take 2
The plot for ‘MammaMia!’ took a small twist for actors Logan Fain

and Brittany Markuson: He really did ask her to marry him.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Patriot Players actress Brittany Markuson thought the cast was just rehearsing a scene when she realized Logan Fain was propos-
ing to her. The couple met on the Patriot Players stage in 2016, and “Mamma Mia!” is their fourth show together.

BY PAUL COLLINS
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

The word unanimously shows up every-
where in votes take by the Henry County
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday afternoon.

The supervisors agreed on everything,
starting with the county’s $150,808,768
budget for next year, a 5% increase that also
provides schools with another $400,000.

This 2019-20 budget, which would take
affect at the beginning of the fiscal year, July
1, also provides raises to all county employ-
ees and funds several major projects while
adding no new costs to citizens. It includes
no increases for taxes or fees.

As part of that, the board also unani-
mously approved the local budget for Hen-
ry County Public Schools, raising the coun-
ty’s commitment to $18,925,432, which is
$103,864 less than the school board had
sought. That means that about 12.5% of the
county’s budget will go to schools.

To pay for all of this, the board unani-
mously approved tax rates of $.555 per $100
assessed value of real estate and $1.55 per
$100 of assessed value for personal prop-
erty and for machinery and tools/business
equipment. The effective reimbursement
rate for the Personal Property Tax Relief Act
is 41.12%, and the city will charge $20.75 for
cars and trucks, $12 for motorcycles and
$12 for trailers.

The overall budget pays for:
» 3% raises for all county employees, ex-

clusive of the state-mandated raises for
teachers.

See BUDGET, Page A7

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
Holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

B
rittany Markuson said she
thought she was in just an-
other rehearsal of a romantic

wedding-proposal scene — but it
turned out to be real life.

Her own.
“It was kind of cool to put it to-

gether,” her fiancé, Logan Fain, said
of the surprise proposal. “It is going
to be one of the most memorable
moments of my life.”

Markuson was in the background
of a scene for the Patriot Players’
“Mamma Mia!,” which opens Friday,
when she thought she heard her
name. That was unexpected, because
her name is not part of the show.

Her boyfriend (now fiancé) had
taken the place of a romantic lead
after that actor said he had to leave
unexpectedly for a work call. He
was handling the main action of the
scene, while she was in the back-
ground, behind other people on
stage.

“I wasn’t paying attention,” Marku-
son said. “It was late. I was tired.
They had just run the entire show.
I was laughing with the girl next to
me.”

Then her name was called.
“I looked up and everyone was

looking at me,” she said.

See PROPOSAL, Page A7


