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County
throws
$$$ at
internet
Henry County agrees to $60M
fiber broadband plan for all
businesses and residents.
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Sen. Mark Warner talks with community leaders about getting broadband access across Southside. The meeting was held Tuesday at
the Manufacturing, Engineering, and Technology (MET) Complex at Patrick & Henry Community College.
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Banding together to
discuss broadband

The Henry County Board of Supervisors
endorsed the county’s participation in a proposed $60 million project that will bring ﬁber broadband to businesses and residences
throughout Henry County.
“As part of the local efforts to expand broadband in our area, staff is asking for the board’s
support to work collaboratively with the West
Piedmont Planning District Commission and
the counties of Carroll,Patrick and Franklin to
apply for a grant from the Virginia Telecommunications Initiative grant program,” Henry
County Administrator Tim Hall said at a regular meeting Tuesday afternoon.

Sen. Warner, MHC-Patrick
community leaders talk about
internet success, problems
and potential solutions.
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U.S.Senator Mark Warner was in Henry
County on Tuesday as part of a series of
meetings and discussions about the opportunities presented by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, which was
passed by the Senate earlier this month
and awaits approval by the House.
He met with about 18 local community
leaders representing school systems, governments, the Harvest Foundation and
internet companies at the Manufacturing,
Engineering, and Technology Complex at
Patrick & Henry Community College.
The area runs the gamut of internet
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Parks and Recreation Director Roger Adams.

availability, from solid and dependable
service in Martinsville to nonexistent,
with too many obstacles to overcome to
get in Patrick County, to Henry County,
which is somewhere in between.
“COVID showed that high-speed”
internet is not only good to have, but
an economic and educational necessity,
Warner said.
The challenge is that internet service
doesn’t reach many areas, and “ISP’s [internet service providers] have never had
the right incentives” to create the infrastructure necessary to expand to those
areas, he said.
When pandemic relief provided families with vouchers to help pay for internet
service, “some of the larger ISPs simply
upsold customers” with higher-priced
internet, Warner said.
Accessibility would improve if the Federal Communications Commission would
“change the way they do the crazy maps”
that outline service areas, he said. Un-

der the current method, a company can
claim that “we cover Patrick County” if
they have “three people in one ZIP code”
covered.
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act would help more people be able to afford internet,“but there could be a lack of
ﬁber” connections then, he said.
“What I’d like to see” is that if a community signs up for broadband this year,
“that you’re not penalized if you have used
money for your local match,” Warner said.
Patrick County Board of Supervisors
Vice Chair Clyde DeLoach said, “Patrick County is best described as a mess.
We have been trying aggressively to get
broadband, in partnership with RiverStreet, and they want us to come up with
$4.3 million, which we don’t have, so they
can go to Virginia [Telecommunications]
Body, but they’re not going to cover all of
Patrick County.
Please see WARNER, Page A8

Virus takes another Henry Co. resident
VDH reported more
than 3,000 cases
Tuesday morning.
STEVEN DOYLE
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For the second time in a week,
a resident of Henry County has
been lost to COVID-19.
Aspanofmorethanfourmonths
had passed without a county resident having succumbed to the
disease caused by the novel coronavirus,but that ended last Friday.
The Virginia Department of
Health recorded this latest death
by 5 p.m. Monday, but it could

have occurred weeks or even
months ago. VDH awaits full
documentation and scrupulous
checking before adding a death
to its database.
This also was the second this
month in the West Piedmont
Health District — both in Henry
County — and the 335th since the
pandemic began. We never know
much about deaths, but all data
are recorded by residence.
Henry County now has lost 126
residents to the virus, with none
since May 20 until last week.
We can deduce some basic
demographic information based
on changes in the daily data updates, so we know that this vic-
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tim was a white male between
the ages of 60 and 69.
The district’s 335 victims have
been mostly older, with 295 of
them least 60. They also are
predominately white and slightly
more male.
Henry County has been hit
hard by the recent surge of the
virus. The district reported 25
of the 51 new cases in the West
Piedmont Health District that
were reported Tuesday.
The county has averaged 18
cases a day for the past seven
days and 35 cases per 100,000
population.
VDH
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The dramatic recent rise of cases in Henry County
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