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Thunderstorms in spots during the
afternoon, clearing up in the evening.

Court reports from Henry
County and Martinsville
district and circuit courts.
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By Bill Wyatt
bill.wyatt@martinsvillebulletin.com

M
artinsville Police Chief Eddie
Cassady recently delivered
to City Council his annual

report on the department.
He cited crime figures and other de-

partmental activities in 2019 and the
trends of those reports compared to
prior years.

Total crime in Martinsville de-
creased 20% in 2019 from 2018, but
a closer look at the numbers reveals
the overall rate is down because of a
reduction in property crimes. Violent
crime remains on the rise.

“This past year has been dedicated
to continuing our focus on commu-
nity quality policing and to add value
to services we provide to our citizens,”
Cassady said in the report. “Our goal
is to have officers approachable and
visible in our neighborhoods.”

The Bulletin presents the informa-
tion as an unfiltered offering of facts
and data that is now part of the public
record.

Police story:
Martinsville

Overall crime in Martinsville declined in 2019, but not violent crime.

This is part of a broader report from Martinsville Police Chief Eddie Cassady.

MARTINSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Overall crime in Martinsville is trending downward.
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Police Chief Eddie Cassady (left) and Deputy Chief Robert Fincher.SEE CRIME | A6

Area’s
hospital
cases
notchup

By Staff Report

The number of cases of the
novel coronavirus in the West
Piedmont Health District
stalled over the weekend, with
28 new cases district-wide
since Thursday.

There were, however, four
more hospitalizations – two
each in Henry County and
Martinsville – as a result of
COVID-19. The Virginia De-
partment of Health releases
no other information about
a hospitalized patient other
than accounting by his or her
residence.

Also, as of Friday, VDH no
longer is providing break-
downs on new cases, as it had
since the pandemic began.
Spokesperson Nancy Bell
cited additional work with
contact tracers as being a key
element.

So only county totals are
available, and all those new
cases were in Henry County
(20) and Martinsville (8).

Henry County, which about
a week ago reached its 300th
case, now has 350, and now
has had 35% more cases than
it did on June 30 (260). Mar-
tinsville is up by 33% in that
period. Overall the district has
added 96 cases this month (up
19.5%).

Data updated as of Sunday
shows that the West Piedmont
district has had seven out-
breaks, two associated with
long-term care facilities and
the rest from congregate set-
tings, such as a business or a
church. There have been 95
cases associated with those
outbreaks.

There also have been 7,847
tests in the district, with posi-
tivity rate is 7.5% Statewide
there have been 801,205 tests,
with 6.8% rate.

Those testing positive in
the district are mostly female,
and, out of 486 recorded by
ethnicity, most are white (199
or 41%), but narrowly over La-
tino (167, 34%) and Black (115,
24%).

Statewide Latinos represent
a clear majority of positive
tests, with almost as many
(23,343) as whites and Blacks
combined (26,158).

Some cases did not report by
demographics, and the total
number of measured cases by
demographic does not match
the total counts in the district.

Meanwhile Virginia’s rate
of new cases has proven far

Case growth slows
in West Piedmont
Health District, but
hospitalizations
increase in Henry
County and
Martinsville.
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