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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be humid with clouds and
sun. Tonight will have a thunderstorm.

See a list of
events coming
up in the area.
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Fewer students in Henry County Public
Schools feel safe when they are at school,
even though their parents and school
staff think they are in a safe place.

As school violence continues to erupt
across the nation – in mass shootings and
mass deaths and even more individual
violence – safety is a point of discussion,
review, planning and drilling as students
are taught how to protect themselves and
each other.

Still fewer than 8 out of 10 students
– 78% – indicated in a recent survey by
HCPS that “I feel safe at my school,” a
smaller percentage than three of the four
preceding school years.

In 2017-18 79.96% responding to the
survey indicated they felt safe, after a high
of 81.59 in in 2016-17, a low of 77.08% in
2015-16 and 78.8% in 2014-15.

However, the percentages of parent
survey respondents who said they feel
“the school provides a safe place for my
child” have, for the most part, grown
over the last four years: 89.78% in 2018-
19, 89.71% in 2017-18, 91.64% in 2016-17
and 82.54% in 2015-16.

Among HCPS staff, the number has
fluctuated more, with 2018-19 being the
peak (93.7%) after a low of 89.55 in 2017-
18.

The data, which was shared last week
with the Henry County School Board,
comes from more than 2,000 surveys,
about half of them from students.

Dorothy Carter, president of the Hen-
ry County Education Association, said
she doesn’t know why the percentage of
students who indicated they feel safe in
school wasn’t larger.

“I know schools are doing all they can
to keep students safe,” she said.

HCPS
students
feeling
less safe
Survey shows slight decline,
but parents, teachers think
students are safer at school

By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

C
hildren and teenagers from
Mountain Mission School – and
the City of Hope in Tanzania

before that – said they loved the
week they spent at Camp Lee Ford in
Ridgeway.

The City of Hope in Ntagacha,
Tanzania, is a children’s home serving
110 orphans, a primary school (with
secondary school in the works) and a
medical center founded by Tanzanian
Dr. John Chacha and his wife, Regina
Chacha. The program is run through
Teamwork Ministries International,
which is based in Martinsville. Dr.
Chacha died in a vehicular wreck in
2015, and his widow has manned the
helm since.

Twenty-three children from City
of Hope came to Mountain Mission
School in Grundy in 2015, and 10
came in 2016, Regina Chacha said.
The children, ages 11 to 19, have
scholarships until high school gradu-
ation.

They all spent last week at Camp Lee
Ford in Ridgeway, a 17-acre facility

with bunkhouses, a large lodge and
other amenities.

Each day began with prayer and
ended with a worship service. In
between, the group was divided into

two, with one doing outdoor activities
and the other taking the drama and
film workshops.

‘You just listen to the voice of the
Lord and not the voice of the world’

Young Tanzanians from the City of Hope and the Mountain Mission
School find quiet and comfort at Camp Lee Ford in Ridgeway.
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At Camp Lee Ford, Paulina Chacha, 10; Tenzi Chacha, 15; and Peter Chacha, 17, talk about outdoor activities and creating skits. They
attend Mountain Mission School in Grundy but originally are from Tanzania.

Leah Chacha, 15, and David Chacha, 17, are among the 33 Tanzanian students Teamwork
International Ministries supports to attend Mountain Mission School in Grundy.
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Trump says at Jamestown event ‘we are not ruled from afar’
Amid boycotts, president marks 400 years of democracy in America

By Mel Leonor and Michael Martz
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND — boycotts and
protests from some of Virginia’s
elected leaders, President Don-
ald Trump delivered a speech
Tuesday to mark the birth of
American democracy, pro-
nouncing that “in America we
are not ruled from afar, we gov-
ern ourselves, and so help us
God, we always will.”

Trump also praised colonists
who endured hardship “all in

search of one wild and improb-
able dream. They called that
dream Virginia,” Trump said.

Trump’s address was at the
center of a slate of events cel-
ebrating the 400th anniversary
of representative democracy in
North America, marked by the
1619 legislative gathering among
Virginia colony settlers in James-
town.

The gathering eventually gave
way to the Virginia General As-
sembly — the oldest legislative
body in the U.S. — which in-

spired the structure of Con-
gress and other legislatures. In a
speech, House Speaker Kirk Cox
touted Virginia’s deep roots in
“America’s soil.”

Speakers in Jamestown on
Tuesday sought to balance the
celebration of American democ-
racy with a darker pivotal event
that took place in 1619: the arriv-
al of the first enslaved Africans in
English North America via Vir-
ginia’s shores.THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump speaks at an event marking the 400th anniversary
of the first representative assembly Tuesday in Jamestown. SEE TRUMP | A7

More Information
» To see a slide presentation of the results
of the survey shared with members of the
Henry County School Board, see the digital
version of this article at www.martinsvil-
lebulletin.com.


