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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be mostly sunny, warmer and
pleasant. Tonight will be partly cloudy.

Ex-governor says
harassment probe
was ‘biased.’
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.
com

A judge on Tuesday signed an
order allowing Suzanne Roski to
continue as receiver in an effort to
keep open the financially strug-
gling Blue Ridge Rehab Center
skilled nursing facility and Blue
Ridge Manor assisted living facil-
ity in Martinsville.

Martinsville Circuit Judge G.
Carter Greer had issued an emer-
gency order June 20 appointing
Roski as receiver, which is some-

one who acts as a custodian of a
company’s assets or business op-
erations in hopes of returning the
company to a profitable state and
avoid bankruptcy.

The order that Greer signed on
Tuesday says that the tenant busi-
ness — BRVA — breached the
terms of the master lease, that
the landlords lawfully terminated
the master lease (on Feb. 25) , and
that “the amount of rent due, ow-
ing and accruing as of March 26,
2019 was $6,460,277.10, plus in-
terest at the rate of $24,642.96 per
day.”

The order also noted that the
Virginia Department of Health’s
Office of Licensure and Certifica-
tion and the Virginia Department
of Social Services had written let-
ters supporting appointment of a
special receiver, and that the Mar-
tinsville city attorney, without tak-
ing a position on the merits of the
allegations contained in the law-
suit, in general supports the ap-
pointment of the receiver to help
keep Blue Ridge Rehab Center
and Blue Ridge Manor operating.

Judge allows receiver to continue
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Martinsville Circuit Judge G. Carter Greer issued an order June 20 appoint-
ing a receiver in an effort to keep open Blue Ridge Rehab Center.

Effort seeks to keep nursing facility and assisted living facility open
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By Bridget Balch
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND — Amid a deadly heat wave,
the number of people in Virginia seeking
medical help for a heat-related illness has
nearly doubled this month compared with
last July.

As of July 21, 1,062 people had visited
emergency departments or free-standing
urgent care clinics for treatment of heat-re-
lated illness since July 1, compared with 584
in the same time period last year and 764
in 2017, according to data from the Virginia
Department of Health.

Dr. Parham Jaberi, chief deputy commis-
sioner for public health and preparedness
for VDH, said there have been four heat-
related deaths in Virginia within the past
week, including an infant who was left in
a car in the Richmond area. Jaberi said the
three other people who died were older
than 69 and included a woman who was
working in her yard and a person who is be-
lieved to have been sitting in a vehicle.

Saturday — which hit 99 degrees in Rich-
mond and felt like the hottest day in the city
since 2012 — was the busiest day for heat-
related emergency visits this month, with
169 people seeking medical attention.

“This is a serious public health threat,” Ja-
beri said. “Heat-related illness is a leading
cause of weather-related deaths in the U.S.”

Jaberi said that Virginia has been seeing
an increase in temperatures and longer pe-
riods of extreme weather over time.

It’s an issue that Jaberi said his depart-
ment is taking seriously as it plans to ad-
dress public health threats in the years and
decades to come. VDH sponsored its first
summit on climate change earlier this sum-
mer, with scientists discussing research on
temperature and climate trends.

“In 2030, we’re projected to have over 40
days of the kind of weather we just had this
weekend,” Jaberi said. “We’re concerned
about this long-term trend.”

In an effort to prevent heat-related ill-
nesses and deaths, VDH is working with the
Virginia Department of Emergency Man-
agement and local governments to increase
awareness of the dangers of overheating.

VDH is encouraging people to:
» be aware of the signs of heat-related ill-

ness;
» avoid outdoor activity during the hot-

test hours in the afternoon;

Virginians seek
emergency care
for heat-related
illness in July
Amid heat wave, number has
nearly doubled compared to
same period from last year

Summer options include sports camps, career exploration, STEM education

By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

Learning doesn’t stop because school does.
In the summer, Patrick Henry Community
College offers a plethora of summer camp
activities that teach students practical les-
sons.

There are 10 summer camps offered
through the college this year, but several of
the participants don’t stay on the campus for
their entire visit.

In one camp, funded by a Talent Search
grant from the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, a select group of 20 high school stu-
dents flew with the Talent Search team to
New York City and Washington D.C. where
they participated in an immersive leadership
experience camp.

The four-day institute included educa-
tional programs at the United Nations, Ellis
Island and the Statue of Liberty, a meeting
with U.S. Rep Morgan Griffith, R-Salem, and
numerous cultural experiences. Campers
also attended a Broadway performance of
Wicked, where they picked up on themes like
diversity, inclusion, leadership and power.

PHCC helps to keep kids
busy during the off months
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ABOVE: Braylen Henderson makes a catch during Patrick Henry Community College’s athletic camp (also pictured are PHCC soft-
ball player Taylor Conklin and coach Roger Campbell). BELOW: A variety of sports-based camps are offered.
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