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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will have a thunderstorm in spots
in the afternoon and evening.

See a list of
events coming
up in the area.
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By Holly Kozelsky
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Wayne Knox’s departure as di-
rector of Martinsville’s Commu-
nity Development Department
and assistant city manager will
bring change to city manage-
ment.

Add to that the earlier depar-
tures of two CDD staff members,
and you have a lot of moving

parts at city hall.
Knox’s assistant city manager

spot apparently won’t be open
long. City Manager Leon Towar-
nicki said he expects to make an
announcement on who will fill
that role in the next couple of
days.

“We’re working on an option
internally,” he said. “I can’t say
much about that right now.”

Most positions are hired by
Towarnicki and city staff. City

council only oversees two hires:
the city manager and city attor-
ney.

Knox said he began working
for the Community Develop-
ment Department in 1995. His
position was advertised around
a month ago, and the city has
been interviewing candidates,
Towarnicki said.

The CDD leadership position
probably will be filled by the first
of August, Towarnicki said. Start-
ing pay for that position was ad-
vertised as $81,000, he said.

New assistant citymanager to be named
Wayne Knox’s retirement from two jobs, two
other departures bringing changes at city hall
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Former
Assis-
tant City
Manager
Wayne
Knox
(right) has
retired
from two
positions.
His assis-
tant city
manager
slot will be
filled soon.
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Nearly three years after a motor-
cycle rider died in a wreck on U.S.
220, a Martinsville man is going
on trial on charges he caused that
death.

Howard Shawn Reynolds, 34, of
1160 Yorkshire Road in Martins-
ville was indicted by a
grand jury on March
18 with hit and run
resulting in death
in the hit-and-run
death of Jeffery Curtis
Hairston in Septem-
ber 2016.

He is scheduled
to face those charges on Oct. 29 in
Henry County Circuit Court

The Virginia State Police reported
that at 11:38 p.m. on Sept. 3, 2016, a
2006 Suzuki motorcycle was head-
ing north on U.S. 220 at the U.S. 58
bypass when it was hit by an un-
known vehicle. The driver of the
motorcycle – Hairston – was thrown
into the road and then was hit by
a 2007 Mazda CX-7 that also was
heading north on U.S. 220.

Hairston, 58, of Martinsville, was
wearing a helmet and died at the
scene.

VSP Sgt. Rick Garletts said at the
time that investigators believed the
vehicle that struck the motorcyclist
was a white sedan that would be
missing part of the left front bum-
per cover on the driver’s side.

“The case took some time to in-
vestigate as many items of evidence
[were] sent to the Department of
Forensic Science for analysis, and
that took quite a while,” Henry
County Commonwealth’s Attorney
Andrew Nester wrote in an email
Monday. “Other than this, since this
is a pending case that is set for a tri-
al by jury, I am unable to comment
further as to the facts in this case.”

Court documents cite a variety of
tests that include pieces of a 2012
Chevrolet Impala, items found at
the site of the collision and Hair-
ston’s body, including his DNA.

The documents include no details
about how the Impala was identi-
fied and located, nor do they specify
the vehicle was owned by Reynolds.

Martinsville
man to go to
trial in fatal
hit-and-run
Reynolds was indicted
by grand jury March 18
for the 2016 incident

Reynolds
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Although Martin Clark’s novel“The Sub-
stitution Order” is fiction, you may run
into some of its characters around town.

The book is about down-on-his-luck,
disbarred attorney Kevin Moore, who is
the target of a scam. After his law license
was suspended, he moved from Roanoke
to Patrick County, where he worked in a
sub-sandwich shop.

Kevin is purely made up, but Kevin’s at-

torney, Ward Armstrong, and the judge
who tries his case, David Williams, are
not.

Then there’s Patrick County Sheriff Dan
Smith, who is described in the book as “a
thoughtful, trustworthy man who runs a
disciplined office.”

Clark said when he writes real people
into his books, they are people “I like re-
ally well.” Any unsavory characters are
purely invented.

Judge David Williams “is one of my
best friends, and he is also a great judge,”

which is how the book portrays him, Clark
said.

Williams also helps Clark by reading
drafts of his books before they are pub-
lished. “He reads a lot. He’s very smart, a
second set of legal eyes” make sure the le-
gal matters in each book are correct, Clark
said.

Williams joked that he has “been pes-
tering for years” for Clark to put him in a
book.

Judge’s book gives friends cover
You may recognize some of the characters in former judge Martin Clark’s

‘The Substitution Order’ because they are your neighbors.
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The books of Patrick County author Martin Clark are set in the local area, and many of their supporting characters are real people. His main
characters also usually have a pet dog, as the author does in Eudora Welty Clark, “now almost 14 and still a joy,” Clark said.
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