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Sunny throughout the day with
pleasant temperatures into the night.

Area residents
plant flags in city
on Constitution Day.
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As the newest member of the Martins-
ville City School Board, Dominique Hyl-
ton said he is glad to be part of the sys-
tem that meant so much to him as a kid.

“Looking back at my academic career,
I always enjoyed being involved and
wanted to contribute back to my com-
munity,” said Hylton, who was chosen

by Martinsville City Coun-
cil to fill the remainder of
the 3-year term vacated by
Sammy Redd, who moved
to Boston.

He said he is hoping “in
some type of way to re-
flect the way the school
system was when I was

in school. I had an awesome opportu-
nity afforded to me when I was in the
school system. I knew that in time they
had tapered off, then regained their
strengths. I want to contribute to that”
improvement.

Improvements in the past few years
have been thanks to “the right leaders
being in place,” starting with Superin-
tendent Zeb Talley, he said.

Talley had been the assistant principal
at his middle school, Hylton added, and
“I’ve always appreciated his leadership.
He’s a fair leader.”

A key issue the school system faces
is getting the schools improved on the
standardized testing, Hylton said. He
said he has been looking at the “statisti-
cal data around which children should
be; math and science are lacking. It
stuck out to me.”

He also will advocate for more voca-
tional programs. “All kids for whatever
reason do not go college,” he said, and

New board
member
wants to
help his
old schools
DominiqueHylton, recently
appointed toMartinsville
City School Board, aims to
help schools that helped him

Hylton
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Democrats have nearly $1million cash advantage inHouse

By Mel Leonor
Richmond Times-Dispatch

House Democrats have a
nearly $1 million cash ad-
vantage over Republicans
in their bid to take control
of the state’s lower cham-
ber ahead of November’s
pivotal elections.

New campaign finance
filings show Democratic
candidates in the House
had $8.6 million on
hand as of Aug. 31, com-
pared with Republicans’
$7.7 million.

Republicans had the edge
in the Senate with $5.3 mil-
lion to Democrats’ $5 mil-
lion, according to the Vir-
ginia Public Access Project.

Democrats’ balance in

the House was more than
twice the $3.7 million they
had on hand at this point
in 2017, while House Re-
publicans’ balance was
only slightly more than the
$7.4 million they had at this
stage two years ago, ac-
cording to VPAP.

Every seat in the General
Assembly is up for grabs
Nov. 5, when Republicans
will work to defend their
thin majorities in both
chambers as Democrats at-
tempt to take full control of
Virginia government.

Combining both cham-
bers, Democratic candi-
dates have a total cash
advantage of more than
$500,000, boosted in part
by heightened national at-

tention on Virginia’s closely
watched legislative races.

“Republicans are getting
out-raised and outworked.
Their house is on fire,”
Democratic Party of Virgin-
ia spokesman Jake Ruben-
stein said.

Republicans on Tuesday
said Democrats’ big fun-
draising gains are inflated
by out-of-state dollars or
wealthy donors.

“This reporting period
has shown Democrats care
more about their big-mon-
ey special interest groups
and out-of-state donors
than they care about hard-
working families here in
V=irginia,” House GOP
caucus spokesman Parker
Slaybaugh said.

Only four states are con-
ducting legislative elec-
tions this fall - Virginia,
Louisiana, Mississippi
and New Jersey. The clos-

est fight for control is in
Virginia, which means its
contests, a year before the
presidential election, are
attracting outside cash and

are being watched as a bell-
wether of voter momen-
tum and policy attitudes.

By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

If you were out and about on
Friday, it might have appeared
the Red Sea had sprung a leak
and poured into Martinsville
and Henry County.

Celebrating the Day of Ac-
tion, 138 United Way of Hen-
ry County and Martinsville
volunteers donned match-
ing red shirts and completed
community service projects
throughout the area.

Logging a total of 422 volun-
teer hours, the team tackled 14
projects ranging from improv-
ing walkways at Camp Lee
Ford in Ridgeway to moving
furniture and goods between
the old and new Community
Dream Center locations in
Martinsville.

“It’s amazing to see this
many individuals come out
to support local organizations
throughout our community,”
United Way of Henry County
and Martinsville Executive Di-
rector Philip Wenkstern said.
“When you see that many car-
ing and dedicated individuals
wearing their ‘Live United’
shirts, you really believe that
the community can accom-
plish anything.”

And accomplish they did.
Out of all of their projects,
rain the previous day only
thwarted one.

“However, we are work-
ing with the project site and
the volunteers for that proj-
ect to identify an alternate
date,” Wenkstern said. “We
were pretty fortunate with the
weather the day of the event.
The clouds kept it relatively
cool for everyone and the rain
mostly held off until all of the
projects had been complet-
ed.”

While people gathered
out of the goodness of their
hearts, the Day of Action had
a specific purpose. Each year,
the local United Way branch

A red wave of action
The Day of Action for United Way of Henry County and Martinsville
drew 138 volunteers in matching red shirts to address various needs
and completed community service projects throughout the area

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Boxley and the Boys and Girls Club BR workers provide walkway improvement by resurfacing and
smoothing out pathways at Lee Ford Camp. BELOW: Hooker Furniture volunteers work for Anchor
Commission Transition Day Program Project on Day of Action.
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RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

The Virginia state Capitol, George Washington equestrian statue and surrounding buildings in
downtown Richmond can be seen from the top of the clock tower at the Old City Hall.

Documents show especially large hauls in Speaker’s district
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