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Water rose in a flash
Delugeleadstoflooding,
state of emergency
in Henry County.
By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Flash flooding Friday morning resulted
in evacuations from vehicles and houses
between Bassett Forks and Oak Level and
around Draper’s Florist on U.S. 220.
Other areas of the county, particularly
around Collinsville, also were submerged.
“It ended up overtaking several cars, and a
couple of houses” got water in them, Henry
County Public Safety Director Matt Tatum
said.

There was “a lot of water, and fortunately it
went back down as quickly as it came up.”
The Bassett Volunteer Rescue Squad, Bassett Volunteer Fire Department and Ridgeway Volunteer Rescue Squad responded
to the Bassett Forks area with water rescue
equipment and boats, Tatum said.
“They did get one family out of the house
using boats,” and everyone else they helped
was able to make his or her own way out of
the flood.
It was the first big, dramatic rescue since
new training and equipment in June, funded
by The Harvest Foundation, he said.
The entire region is under a flash flood
watch from the National Weather Service in
Blacksburg which is to continue through tonight. About two to four inches of rain is forecast.
Ann Crenshaw was going to a doctor’s ap-

pointment in Roanoke, driven there by her
son, Bradley Crenshaw. Their trip north and
then again south on U.S. 220 perfectly sandwiched the worst of the flooding.
At about 7 a.m. they hit the 220 Business
“turnoff going to Roanoke at Bassett Forks. I
mean the bottom just dropped out,” she said.
“We could only drive like 40 miles per hour it
was raining so hard.”
The rain “hit the windshield so hard it was
almost like it was going to break the windshield out,” she said. “It was rolling down the
sides of the road into the culvert like a river,
just that quick.”
By the time they got about five miles outside Rocky Mount, “there was almost no
rain,” she said.
That northbound road toward Roanoke
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COURTESY MISSY SURRATT

Missy Surratt of Bassett Forks
just had to run out for a bit in the
morning, then couldn’t get back
into her Hillcrest Park neighborhood, behind the Dodge Store
off U.S. 220 — the bridge was
flooded.

‘I sign up
for this’
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Tova Yellock is quarantined in her bedroom with COVID-19, while her husband, Johnny
Yellock, is taking care of her, their two toddlers and the house.

She’s a nurse on the front lines. She has Lupus.
She also has COVID-19. She has no regrets.
By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

N

urse Tova Yellock says that
even though she has COVID-19, she still doesn’t regret
her role on the front line of health
care.
“I’m a health care worker, so I sign
up for this,” she said. “I signed up to
be on the front lines, and I just ended
up getting it [COVID-19].”
COVID-19 “is not a joke. It’s not a

game, especially if you have underlying issues. Wash your hands frequently, and wear a mask.”
Yellock, 35, has been a nurse for six
years. She has worked in various places, often unhappy with conditions
she has seen, but in the past half a
year has worked at a skilled nursing
facility she loves.
On Friday, Aug. 7, “I knew I was sick.
I just hadn’t got all the way sick yet,”
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Nurse Tova Yellock now is suffering at home with COVID-19, but still says she does not
regret her work on the front line of health care.
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Partly sunny with a stray thunderstorm,
partly cloudy and humid.

There was one more COVID-19
death of a Henry County
resident revealed on Friday.

For detailed weather information, see Page A2
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