
By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

S
ome athletes train for
years on the field, months
in the pool or seasons on

the slopes – but local teenager
Logan Courtney practices from
the comfort of his own home
for his sport of choice.

Courtney, who one day hopes
to be a professional gamer, is
well on his way to achieving his
dreams.

Courtney, 17, started play-
ing video games when many
people do, in his childhood.

“I loved to play as a little kid
at my grandma’s house,” he
said.

Although he enjoyed the vari-
ous virtual adventures and the
challenges that came with beat-
ing a game from a young age,
it wasn’t until his grandfather
purchased an Xbox 360 that
Courtney said he really started
getting into the gaming world.

Around eighth grade, Court-
ney took his gaming to another
level. He went on the internet
and sought out challengers of

various levels.
“I finally got online and start-

ed playing against other people,
well, playing and practicing,”
said Courtney, a senior to be at

Martinsville High School.
The teen’s game of choice

became Call of Duty, a popular
series, published by Activision,
which follows a first-person

shooter narrative. The first
game arrived on the market in
2003 and focused on stories set
in the World War II era, and the
series has expanded into mod-

ern times, the Cold War era and
plot lines based in futuristic
worlds and outer space.
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Today will be humid with clouds and sun,
and tonight will have a thunderstorm.

Delays, questions
for the Mountain
Valely Pipeline.
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Friday night was a special night
at Smith River Sports Complex. The
weather was perfect — complete with a
full moon — for the seventh annual De-
lores Sullivan Kick for a Cure.

Patrick Sullivan, a longtime soccer
coach in Martinsville and Henry Coun-
ty, came up with the idea for a 24-hour
soccer game with all of the local soccer
players. While in the brain-storming
process, Sullivan was given the idea to
make it a cancer fundraiser in honor of
his mom, who passed away from pan-

creatic cancer. He loved the idea and
ran with it.

The 24-hour game idea was scrapped,
and instead there were a handful of 11-
v-11 games over the course of two days.
The first year Sullivan staged the event,
six teams signed up and played. The
next year, Sullivan switched the format
up for games to be played 7-v-7 and on
half the field for 30 minutes, rather than
full length of the field for a full 80 to 90
minutes.

“It exploded,” Sullivan said.
Friday was a historic night for Kick for

a Cure. A record 51 teams participated,
with games being played constantly

from 5:30 p.m. to midnight.
“I never thought we’d get to 51 teams,”

Sullivan said. “It’s unbelievable. It’s
humbling to be honest with you, be-
cause I never thought it would get to
this.”

Houston Stutz, director of operations
and marketing for Smith River Sports
Complex, has known Sullivan since his
playing days at Bassett High School,
and when he returned from college four
years ago and saw the event continuing
to grow since before he left, he said he
knew he wanted to be a part of it.

”I’ve always been close with Coach
Sullivan, so it was a good project to get

involved in,” Stutz said.
Last year, there were 32 teams. Stutz

said he couldn’t believe that number
grew to 51 in a year.

”I was shocked,” he said. “It’s crazy
how well this thing has taken off.”

After committing to making the event
a cancer fundraiser, the next step in the
evolution was having teams choose col-
ors to represent a particular form of can-
cer, and to play in honor of somebody
they know battling cancer or has lost
their battle. As the night went on, each
field had different colors represented.

A whole lot of kicking going on
TheDelores SullivanKick for a Cure at SmithRiver Sports

Complex draws 51 teams to play soccer for cancer
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Teams play under the lights at Smith River Sports Complex during Friday’s Delores Sullivan Kick for a Cure.
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Local gamer Logan Courtney (right) and his teammates recently won first place at a Charlotte, North Carolina, Call of Duty competition. With Courtney
are (from left) Jesse Leonard, Jake Dexter, Esteban Wingate and Kyle Wilk.

Teenager finding his own call to action in gaming
Logan Courtney, 17, is
winning money doing
something he loves.
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