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Today will have a few showers, and
tonight will have thunderstorms.

Northam sets
date for special
session on guns.
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She was
Virginia’s
first female
electrician
Nancy Bradshaw, who broke
ground and made some of
it look beautiful, has died.

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

N
ancy Bradshaw, who died Saturday
at the age of 87, is remembered as a
trailblazer in a field dominated by

men, whose friendly exterior hid a core of
steel.

She also was a leader of the Horsepasture
community and an accomplished horticul-
turist.

Bradshaw was the president of Triangle
Electric Corporation and the first woman
in Virginia to become a Certified Master
Electrician.

The Horsepasture company has 26 em-
ployees, said her son, Charlie Bradshaw.

It also has had through the years vegeta-
bles and flowers growing around its proper-
ty, which is next to Nancy Bradshaw’s home.
She was a Master Gardener whose lush
gardens were a result of organic practices —
and she always was giving away vegetables
and flowers.

Her husband, Aubrey Bradshaw, was work-
ing for Appalachian Power when he started
Triangle Electric in the late 1950s or early
1960s, Charlie Bradshaw said.

He realized he couldn’t do both, his son
said, “so Mams took over Triangle Electric.
Nineteen sixty-five is when she got it incor-
porated.”

In 1970 she took and passed Virginia’s Mas-
ters Electrical licensing exam, he said — the
first woman in the commonwealth to do so.

Among men who sometimes would not
take her seriously, “she stood her ground and
didn’t let anyone intimidate her,” Charlie
Bradshaw said. “Some people would try. You
didn’t run over Nancy Bradshaw.”

She ran the business and also would go
out on jobs and work if a crew was running
behind or an employee was out, he said.

She also got her Masters Electrician
license in North Carolina and took con-
tinuing education classes to keep up her
credentials in both states, he said.
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Nancy Bradshaw, Virginia’s first female Certified
Master Electrician and a powerhouse volunteer
for Horsepasture, died Saturday at the age of 87.
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A RESURRECTION
FROM LIFE IN HELL
James Clifton accidentally found his way into drug addiction. His salvation

from that hell was nothing but purposeful. His future is sharing his testimony.
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Carpenter James Clifton reaches out to people through his ministry, Chosen for Jesus. He will host a free public concert and cel-
ebration from 2 to 7 p.m. Saturday at 96 Granger Drive, Bassett.

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

J
ames Clifton had to hit rock bot-
tom before he could come out on
top.

In fact, he has noticed an eerie
parallel to his experience and Jesus’s
Crucifixion and Resurrection: Like
Jesus, he was 33 and spent three days
in a practical tomb, nearly naked, and
cold, before coming back to life.

On Saturday Clifton will host a
public celebration — his third annual
— to herald his fifth anniversary of a
drug-free life and coming to the Lord.

This is the story he will share.

‘It just consumes your life’

James Clifton, 38, was 22 and in the
Marines when a dentist prescribed
pain pills after removing his wisdom
teeth.

They were hydrocodone 5/500 —
“The lowest they could give you,”
Clifton said — but he got hooked
without realizing that was what was
happening.

He felt bad when he wasn’t taking
them, achy, similar to the pains you
get when you have the flu, he said.

The dentist refilled his prescription,
“and after the prescription’s gone,
at the time there was a whole lot of
people who had them for sale,” Clif-
ton said. “It wasn’t this great big thing
like it is now.”

Pain pills were available every-
where, he said, and “when you go to
a dealer, they never end up having

what you want. They say ... ‘We have
something stronger,” so that’s what
you do. You say, ‘OK, I’ll try it,’ but you
try a little less because you’re worried
about how strong it is.”

What made Clifton realize he had
an addiction problem was when he
got hooked on methadone, a “syn-
thetic heroin to get heroin addicts off
the needle,” he said.

Going without a pill brings on “a
horrible sickness,” Clifton said. “Your
back hurts. Your body hurts. It messes
with your mind. It makes you feel like
because you’re not taking that pill,
you’ve got all these aches and pains,
and you need to keep taking them” to
avoid that.

James Clifton of Bassett, free of drugs for the past five years, waves the Christian flag
— a symbol of the religion that helped him turn around his life.
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MARTINSVILLE’S
BOYS SOCCER SEASON
COMES TO AN END IN
STATE SEMIFINALS

» SPORTS

ARTIST LOOKS TO GET

BACK INTO ART WITH 100

PAINTINGS IN 100 DAYS
» ACCENT


