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By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

C
harles Hill has
been an artist for
45 years, but he

recently has found a new
way to share his work.

Hill has Studio 107, lo-
cated at 105 E Church St.
in Martinsville, where he
has sold prints of his real-
ism paintings, tote bags
and home décor featuring

his artwork and additional
items through online re-
tailer Fine Art America.

That’s where he saw
artists using the platform
to create face masks, and
he said he got to work
quickly in turning his
paintings into a wearable
accessory.

“They have my art
on it,” Hill said. “It’s a
new feature, so I haven’t
enabled all of them, but

I have about 128 images,
and you order it directly
through the manufac-
turer.”

This opportunity has
risen amid the COVID-19
pandemic, when many
governors have mandated
a mask-wearing policy in
their state.

In Virginia, wearing a
mask has been recom-
mended since the begin-
ning of the outbreak be-
gan in March, but on May
29 Gov. Ralph Northam
officially required face
coverings to be worn by
those spending time in

indoor public settings,
including both employees
and customers.

Hill uses print-on-
demand marketing.
Consumers can order a
mask from Hill’s profile
on Fine Art America, and
the company creates the
covering and ships it di-
rectly to the customer – or
to another address, if the
client ordered the mask
as a gift.

The idea is so new that
Hill said he hasn’t sold
any masks yet, but he said

Virus worsens in Patrick

You must wear a face mask in public because
of the coronavirus pandemic, and artists and
retailers in the area are realizing an opportunity.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

At Main Street Art Collective, four crafters are creating a vari-
ety of masks for children and adults.

Patrick County facility’s cases hit 55

By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

The number of cases of COVID-19 at
the Blue Ridge Therapy Connection has
reached at least 55.

Stephanie Shelton, regional director
of business development for Hill Val-
ley Healthcare, forwarded the release
prepared by Aaron Lichtman of The
Rytes Company on Wednesday night
that confirmed the new numbers in the
outbreak.

The release did not give the date of
the first positive diagnosis at Blue Ridge
Therapy Connection, but according to
information from a conversation with
Shelton on Monday, it would have been
at least July 19 or before. Facility-wide
testing by the National Guard already
had been scheduled for July 20.

“That person was sent to the hospital
for evaluation and treatment, in part to
help ensure that person’s health safety
and welfare, and in part, to ensure the
safety of all our other residents,” the re-
lease states.

Once all results came in, it was dis-
covered that 42 residents and 13 staff
members tested positive.

The facility has 160 residents.
Two of the residents who had tested

positive for COVID-19 have died – without
specifically listing the cause of death as
COVID-19 — and one resident “has been
moved to the recovered list,” the release

states.
“Many who tested positive showed

and still show, no symptoms,” the release
states.Those 55 cases make more than half
of Patrick County’s total case count, which
as ofThursday morning has reached 106.

According to the email chain, the press
release was prepared and sent to HillValley
Healthcare, the company that owns Blue
Ridge Therapy Connection, its neighbor-
ing facility, The Landmark Connection,
an assisted living facility; and a third long-
term care facility in Pulaski County.

Blue Ridge Therapy
Connection says 42
residents and 13 staff
members have tested
positive for coronavirus.
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COVID-19 case trends in Patrick County.

3 school

employees

test positive

STAFF REPORT

Those parents in Patrick County who
last week argued before the Patrick
County School Board that students
should return to classes have a new
piece of information to consider.

Patrick County Schools Superinten-
dent Dean Gilbert said Thursday that
there are three confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 in the school district’s “com-
munity.” He did not specify in what ca-
pacity those individuals served or how
they came to be infected with the novel
coronavirus.

Patrick County, which was one of
the last counties in Virginia to report a
positive test for the virus – the first on
April 22 and only two cases before May
5 – this month became the center of
an outbreak at the Blue Ridge Therapy
long-term care facility, where at least 55

Patrick County Schools
Superintendent Dean
Gilbert didn’t identify
the individuals.
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Where are those coronoavirusmasks we need?


