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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be partly sunny and very warm.
Tonight will be partly cloudy and mild.

See a list of
events coming
up in the area.
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Nomore
minimum
sentence
legislation
Gov. Northam will sign no more
bills on mandatory punishment
time for remainder of his term

BY AMY FRIEDENBERGER
The RoanoKe Times

ROANOKE — Gov. Ralph Northam an-
nounced Wednesday he will sign no more
mandatory minimum sentencing legisla-
tion for the remainder of his term as part of
an effort to address racial inequities in the
criminal justice system.

Northam, who has two and a half more
years left in office, announced this while

also vetoing two bills that
would have imposed manda-
tory minimums. The morato-
rium is happening as state and
federal legislators are more re-
cently reexamining sentenc-
ing laws.

“I believe we have more than
enough mandatory minimum

sentences — more than 200 — in Virginia
state code,” Northam wrote in a Washington
Post column announcing his decision. “In
recent weeks, I have visited with communi-
ty leaders across the state seeking input on
how I can best utilize the power of the gov-
ernor’s office to make our Commonwealth
fairer and more equitable for communities
of color. My commitment today will not
solve all of the issues with our criminal jus-
tice system, but I believe it is a step in the
right direction.”

Northam vetoed House Bill 2042, which
would have created a 60-day mandatory
minimum term of confinement for anyone
who commits an offense against a family
or household member and has been con-
victed of another offense against a family or
household member within the last 10 years.
Del. Kathleen Murphy, D-Fairfax, spon-
sored the bill, which had widespread bipar-
tisan support.

Northam also vetoed Senate Bill 1675,
which created a mandatory minimum six-
month term of imprisonment for anyone
who kills or injures a law enforcement dog.
The legislation also called for the sentence
to be imposed separately and made to run
consecutively with any other sentence. Sen.
Bryce Reeves, R-Spotsylvania, a former po-
lice officer, sponsored the bill, which also
sailed through both chambers.

Northam

Drinking in colorful designs
Visitors to Historic GardenWeek tiptoe through tulips and other wonders.

PHOTOS BY HOLLY KOZELSKY/MARTINSVILLE BULLETIN

Coates Clark (left) welcomes visitors to the home of Susan and Spencer Morten during Wednesday’s Historic Garden Week tour.

See NORTHAM, Page A6

Iconic filmmaker Steven Spielbergmakes a visit to Danville
No lights or cameras, and only action was of a secretive variety in visit

BY JOHN R. CRANE
Danville Register & Bee

DANVILLE — The man
reached over to shake Randy He-
drick’s hand.

“Hi, I’m Steven,” the bearded,
bespectacled man told Hedrick
upon meeting at the White Mill
building situated along the wa-
terfront in downtown Danville.

“You look very familiar,” He-
drick said. “What’s your last
name?”

“Spielberg,” responded the
man who has directed nearly
three dozen films including

“Jaws,” “Close Encounters of the
Third Kind,” “E.T.” and “Saving
Private Ryan.”

As soon as he said his last
name, it all clicked for Hedrick.

“He was as nice a person as you
could ever meet,” Hedrick said
during an interview Wednesday.

Hedrick used to work at Dan
River Inc., which once owned
the building, and is the son of
Hunt Hedrick Sr., who ran the
sewing room in the No. 5 Mill at
the company’s Schoolfield Divi-
sion.

Steven Spielberg visited the
city Thursday and Friday last

week and talked to former Dan
River Inc. employees. He asked
them what Danville was like,
how it had changed over the de-
cades and the influence the tex-
tile mill had in the region.

“His sole interest was on the
history of the mill and grow-
ing up in the Dan River [mill],”
said Gary Knick, a former mill
employee whose parents also
worked there.

Knick also was not quite sure
who he was talking to until Spiel-
berg introduced himself.

See VISIT, Page A5
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Danville Regional Airport managers Mike Rembold (center) and Elizabeth Rem-
bold (right) pose with film director Steven Spielberg at the airport last week.

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
Holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

F
ancy margaritas, Blue Hawai-
ians and cosmos were on a
serving tray in Susan Morten’s

kitchen, but they wouldn’t have
quenched your thirst.

They all were made of flowers,
arranged by Stuart Webster, with
help from May Hawfield, part of
the Historic Garden Week tour on
Wednesday.

Set neatly in cocktail glasses with
colorful straws, the margaritas were

created with
Lenten roses,
spirea, roses
and golden-
rod; the Blue
Hawaiian’s
ingredients
were a white
peony atop a
tidy circle of
yellow tulips,
Lenten roses

and scotch broom; and the cosmos
was made with a blush peony atop a
circle of pink lantana and bleeding
hearts and red roses.

“Welcome to the Spencer and
Susan Morten home,” Coates Clark
said to women who arrived in the
coral-and-white-striped foyer. “You
can tell it is so cheery here.”

Like the other two houses on the

tour, each room featured unique
floral arrangements made by Mar-
tinsville Garden Club and Garden
Study Club members.

Throughout the house, guides
pointed out interesting anecdotes
behind unique mementos. One
such thing was a blue vase in the
Spencer living room. Karen Jones
recounted its story.

The vase had belonged to Susan
Morten’s mother, who had a Lynch-
burg friend, Scaisbrooke Langhorne

Abbot, who was a famous artist.
One day while Abbpt was visiting,
he asked if he could borrow the
vase. When he returned, he also
brought a painting he had made of
that vase holding flowers and gave
it to the family. The vase and the
painting — and a book of his paint-
ings, with a full-page photograph of
that painting — are in the Morten
living room.

More
photos
To see a video
and photo gal-
lery from Histor-
ic Garden Week,
visit www.mar
tinsvillebull
etin.com.

In the dining room of the Edward and Kim Snyder house, this arrangement by Lucy
Wilson features daffodils hybridized by her uncle, the late Bill “Daffybill” Pannill.

See GARDEN, Page A5


