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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Humid with a thunderstorm possible in
the afternoon. Cloudy tonight.

More arrests as
Richmond pro-
tests continue.
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

A spokesperson for Blue Ridge Therapy Connec-
tion in Patrick County confirmed that people there
have tested positive for the coronavirus, but said she
does not know how many.

The outbreak in Patrick County, which saw coro-
navirus cases rise to 99 on Monday from 57 on July
20, is attributed to a long-term care facility, the VDH
has said. In all, 15 people have been hospitalized and
three have died from COVID-19 in Patrick County.

Stephanie Shelton is the Regional Director of Busi-
ness Development for Hill Valley Healthcare, which
owns both Blue Ridge Therapy Connection, a skilled
nursing facility, and The Landmark Center, an as-

sisted living facility next door to it.
There have not been any coronavirus cases diag-

nosed at The Landmark Center, she said, but “we do
have cases at Blue Ridge” but “don’t have the exact
number.”

If a resident of Blue Ridge is given a positive di-
agnosis when he or she is somewhere other than
at Blue Ridge, such as in the hospital, Blue Ridge is
not given those results, she said. Thus, she said, “the
health department will have the most accurate num-
ber of cases as we report to them” and hospitals do
as well. “As a patient leaves and tests positive, those
labs don’t have to call us to tell us that a patient was
positive,” she said.

Facility unsure of virus count

VDH

Since July 20, Patrick County’s COVID-19 cases have risen by 42 to a total
of 99 since an outbreak at a long-term care facility had been identified.

Blue Ridge Therapy Connection has cases,
but doesn’t have “the exact number.”

By Bill Wyatt
bill.wyatt@martinsvillebulletin.com

A blue, late model four-door sports utility
vehicle crashed in a wooded area off of Bas-
sett Heights Road Extension in Bassett around
midnight Sunday night.

The incident occurred about halfway be-
tween the intersections of Country Road
south and Homewood Drive north.

The front-end of the vehicle, including the
engine, came apart from the body as the car
left the roadway. When Virginia State Police
officers arrived to investigate they found the
front wheels and engine in the roadway while
the remainder of the vehicle was in the woods.

Henry County Public Safety was seen trans-
porting three people to the hospital. The se-
verity of their injuries are unknown.

State police have not replied to Martins-
ville Bulletin inquiries about the cause of the
wreck, whether charges have been filed or the
condition of those involved.

Bill Wyatt is a reporter for the Martinsville Bulletin. He can be
reached at 276-638-8801, Ext. 236. Follow him @billdwyatt

3 injured in single-vehicle
accident in Bassett
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A blue, late model four-door sports utility vehicle crashed in a wooded area off of Bassett Heights Road Extension in Bassett around
midnight Sunday night.
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The front-end of the vehicle, including the engine, came apart from the body
as it left the roadway.

Cause of crash and severity of
injuries have not been released
by the State Police.
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By Bill Wyatt
bill.wyatt@martinsvillebulletin.com

Last week, Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services
Commissioner Jewel Bronaugh named
Martinsville Vice-Mayor Chad Mar-
tin to the newly-formed Virginia Food
Access Investment Fund Stakeholder
Workgroup.

The group will determine the guide-
lines of how state grant funding will
be distributed to organizations that

supply food to people in
need.

“Martinsville deals
with a food insecurity
rate, which means some
of our citizens don’t
know where their next
meal is coming from
Monday through Sun-

day,” said Martin.
Years ago, the Virginia Cooperative

Extension Service at Virginia Tech
formed the Food Desert Task Force to
determine areas in the state whose res-
idents had limited access to affordable
and nutritious food.

“The [Food Desert Task Force] study
came out and said that we have a food
desert, which means some of our citi-
zens don’t have adequate access to
fresh fruits and vegetables,” Martin
said.

The task force released its findings in
2014, listing Martinsville as having the
third worst rate to proper, affordable
food in the state.

Martinsville’s low-income rate was
third-highest, second in percentage
of SNAP-eligible residents, fourth in
adult obesity and second in food inse-
curity.

The task force recommended the
state establish a cooperative arrange-
ment for the Virginia Food System
Council to serve as lead facilitator in
discussions to solve issues pertain-
ing to food deserts and food insecu-
rity and be authorized to coordinate
public and private grants to distribute
funds to local organizations according
to need.

This past session the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly established the Virginia

Martinsville’s
vice-mayor
named to
food board
Chad Martin will be part of
a newly formed group that
addresses food insecurity.

Martin
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