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HIGH LOW
87 64

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be warmer with times of sun.
Tonight will be partly clear and mild.

Trump walks out
of meeting with
Democrats.
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Charge in homicide a surprise

BY PAUL COLLINS
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Essie Handy, a sister of Lo-
rene “Bug” Hopkins-Pequignot,
said Wednesday she had been
hearing that Thomas Richard
Pequignot would be charged in
Lorene’s death but that she hadn’t
believed that would happen.

At a news conference Wednes-
day morning, that did happen.

Henry County Sheriff Lane Per-

ry and Henry County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Andrew Nester
announced the indictment Mon-
day and arrest Tuesday of Tom
Pequignot, 71, on a charge of
first-degree murder in the stran-
gulation death of his wife, Lorene
Hopkins-Pequignot, 69, last year.

On Jan. 12, 2018, at 6:57 p.m.,
the Martinsville-Henry County
911 Center received a call from
Tom Pequignot, who told the
dispatcher that it appeared his

home at 4436
Longview Drive in
Fieldale had been
broken into and he
could not find his
wife.

Deputies entered
the house and
found the body of
“Mrs. Hopkins-Pequignot, and
she was deceased,” Perry said at
the press conference.

Her body was sent to the Office
of the Chef Medical Examiner
for the Western District of Vir-
ginia for an autopsy, which ruled
the death a homicide caused by

manual strangulation.
“While working the crime

scene to identify and collecting
evidence, it became quickly ap-
parent that it appeared to be a
staged crime scene,” Perry said.
“Evidence was collected, and
then over the past 16 months
we have continued working very
diligently on this case, going
through the evidence, the testing
with that…

“We also have conducted doz-
ens of interviews, and some of
these interviews have been in
South Carolina and other loca-
tions.”

On Monday a Henry County
grand jury issued a sealed indict-
ment of Tom Pequignot, now of
277 Sheppard Road in Stuart, and
he was arrested at that address
on Tuesday by deputies from the
Henry County and Patrick Coun-
ty sheriff’s offices.

Handy said she didn’t know
about the news conference
Wednesday, and she and some
other family members didn’t
know that Pequignot had been
charged until she heard that on
TV news Wednesday morning.

Lorene Hopkins-Pequignot strangled in her
Fieldale home; husband charged with murder

Northam
yearbook
probe not
conclusive
Medical school president
knew about racist photo
on page and said nothing

BY MEL LEONOR AND MICHAEL MARTZ
Richmond Times-Dispatch

NORFOLK — A months-long in-
vestigation into a racist yearbook
photo that appeared on Gov. Ralph
Northam’s 1984 medical school year-
book page could not “conclusively”
determine who is in the photo or how
it ended up there.

The report also says the current
and previous presidents of Eastern
Vir-ginia Medical School had known
about the photo for years, but chose
not to publicly disclose the informa-
tion. Both leaders declined to release
the photo or alert Northam about it,
arguing that they did not want to in-
flu-ence the political process, accord-
ing to the report.

During a news conference Wednes-
day at EVMS, President Richard V.
Homan expressed no regrets, saying,
“I would make the same decision
now.” He added: “We are a public in-
stitution, we receive public funds.”

A team hired by EVMS released its
much-anticipated, 55-page report
Wednesday, shedding some light
into the culture at EVMS at the time,
but delivering little about the photo,
which depicts a person in blackface
and another in a Ku Klux Klan robe.

RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Gov. Ralph Northam apologized Feb. 1 for
appearing in this photo on his medical
school yearbook page from 1984. A day
later he said he was not in the image.
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The Martinsville Speedway’s parent company is being sold.

Martinsville Speedway’s
parent is being sold

NASCAR is acquiring International Speedway Corporation, which
also owns Daytona, Talladega and Richmond, among others.

BY CARA COOPER
cara.cooper@martinsvillebulletin.com

NASCAR plans to purchase Interna-
tional Speedway Corporation, which
owns 12 active NASCAR tracks, includ-
ing Martinsville Speedway.

The Associated Press reported
Wednesday that NASCAR is buying ISC
in a deal worth about $2 billion. NAS-
CAR is calling the purchase “a merger”
of the two companies.

Along with Martinsville, ISC owns Day-
tona International Speedway, Talladega

S p e e d w a y ,
R i c h m o n d
Raceway, and
Ho m e s t e a d -
Miami, as well

as nine others currently on the circuit.
Officials at Martinsville Speedway

had no comment on the purchase as
of Wednesday afternoon and referred
to information contained in a press re-
lease.

NASCAR founder Bill France Sr. start-
ed ISC, and several members of the
France family are on its board of direc-
tors, as well as still in leadership roles in
NASCAR.

Lesa France Kennedy is the current
CEO of ISC, and she is also the vice chair
of NASCAR.

A statement released by NASCAR
and the France family said the league

is “pleased with the progress” of the
merger.

“We are pleased with the progress
that the negotiation and execution of
the merger agreement between NAS-
CAR and ISC represents,” the statement
read. “While important regulatory and
shareholder approval processes remain,
we look forward to the successful final
resolution of this matter and continuing
our work to grow this sport and deliver
great racing experiences for our fans
everywhere. With a strong vision for the

future, the France family’s commitment
to NASCAR and the larger motorsports
industry has never been greater.”

The deal for ISC comes after reports
last year suggested the France fam-
ily was considering selling NASCAR,
reports that have not been addressed
by the family. NASCAR began acquiring
the remaining public stock in ISC in late
2018, and layoffs in the company began
early this year.
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The tracks owned by the International Speedway Corporation and being sold to NASCAR.
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