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Saturday is the first of two days a
projected 4,000 students – mostly
local – will have to register for Back-
2School, is a program that prepares
children for the upcoming school
year with school supplies, back
packs, shoes and socks and prayer
and supportive conversation.

“You have churches of all denom-
inations,” said Pastor Michael Har-
rison of The Community Fellow-
ship, the lead/coordinating church
for the program. “People come to-
gether for one cause: share the love
of Christ and meet needs” people
face.

Registration will be done at 15
sites: six city and county locations
as well as one in Ferrum, two in
Danville and a few in other states.

Last year the program served a
reported 2,900 students. This year,
the goal is 4,000, Harrison said.

The Community Fellowship
started the program in 2007, Har-
rison said. It has grown to 15 loca-
tions, mostly churches, staffed by
1,000 volunteers who come from 50
churches.

Mount Vernon Baptist Church in
Axton is one of its newest partici-
pants. The church just got on board
in the spring, when Deana Fergu-
son went to an interest meeting.
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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be partly sunny, and tonight
will be partly cloudy.

See a list of
events coming
up in the area.
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.
com

A judge has issued an emer-
gency order and appointed a
special receiver in an effort to
keep open the financially strug-
gling Blue Ridge Rehab Center
and Blue Ridge Manor in Mar-
tinsville.

The order was issued June 20

by Martinsville Circuit Court
Judge G. Carter Greer because
officials with the Virginia De-
partment of Health and Virginia
Department of Social Services
indicated in court filings that it’s
important for the skilled nursing
facility and assisted living facil-
ity to be maintained.

Greer appointed a special re-
ceiver at the request of OHI As-
set Martinsville LLC and OHI

Asset Martinsville ALF LLC in a
lawsuit they filed against BRVA
Properties LLC, BRNURSCO LLC
and BRALFCO LLC.

The order identifies OHI Asset
Martinsville LLC and OHI As-
set Martinsville ALF LLC as the
landlords of the 26-acre prop-
erty at 300 and 400 Blue Ridge
St. in Martinsville. BRVA Proper-
ties is named as the tenant and
BRNURSCO and BRALFCO LLC
as the “defendant operators.”
Ownership of those companies
is unclear in court documents.

Court takes over nursing home
Judge places Blue Ridge Rehab,

Blue Ridge Manor in receivership
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A judge has placed Blue Ridge Rehab Center (above) and Blue Ridge Manor
in receivership in an effort to keep them open.SEE COURT | A5

Session
adjourns
without
any action

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Lawmakers meet less than
two hours, postone debate on
gun laws until after election

By Amy Friedenberger
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND — Well, that didn’t take long.
About 90 minutes after the Republican-

controlled General Assembly convened
for a special session to debate guns in the
wake of the May 31 shooting at a municipal
building at Virginia Beach that left 12 dead,
lawmakers went home without taking any
action on legislation. The House of Del-
egates and Senate abruptly adjourned until
November, stunning Democrats who had
introduced several gun control bills at the
request of Gov. Ralph Northam and hoped
to present them.

Instead, Republican leaders coordinated
beforehand — without telling Democrats
— to have any bills filed sent to the Virginia
State Crime Commission. The commission
will meet in the fall, and the General Assem-
bly will reconvene Nov. 18 — after the gen-
eral election in which all 140 seats are up for
election and Republicans are trying to cling
to their slim majorities.

“It is shameful and disappointing that Re-
publicans in the General Assembly refuse to
do their jobs, and take immediate action to
save lives,” Northam said in a statement. “I
expected better of them. Virginians expect
better of them.”
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Members of the Virginia House of Delegates
agree to honor the victims of the Virginia Beach
shootings during the special session at the
State Capitol in Richmond on Tuesday.

HELPING STUDENTS START
SCHOOL ON THE RIGHT FOOT

Various sites around region participate in school-preparation
program Back2School, which includes biblical principles.

More Information
» For more information, contact
emailback2school@gmail.com or call
at 276-565-8234. The website is www.
gob2s.com.
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When students come to pick up their school supplies and shoes from Back2School, volunteers wash their feet and pray with them.

At least year’s Back2School event, Pastor Jackie Poe of The River Church in Danville, for-
merly of Mercy Crossing in Henry County, prays with a teenager who received new shoes.
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