
6 5 6 5 2 5 1 0 6 7 1 2
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HIGH LOW
78 52

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be partly sunny and pleasant.
Tonight will have a moonlit sky.

Students face
murder charges
in shooting.
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Budget
may have
more for
schools
Another $250,000 allocated
contingent on enrollment,
digs city further into reserves

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Next year’s budget for the city of Martins-
ville has been accepted, but the way it was
worked out can’t continue, city council mem-
bers have said.

The 2019-2020 budget as presented —
with an additional $250,000 borrowed from
next year’s budget potentially to be given to
schools — has passed.

City council first considered this budget
on April 9, and council members held work
sessions on April 10, 15, 17 and 26. Initially
the budget totaled $94,619,054, a 1.24% in-
crease over the original 2018-19 budget, and
included $32,129,019 in the general fund and
$22,221,198 for schools.

To balance its general fund and meet its
obligated contributions to reserves, the city
would plan to borrow $1,394,674 from those
reserves, continuing a trend that has fueled
the ongoing discussions about reverting
from a city to a town and merging operations
into Henry County. There also are transfers
from the water, telecommunications and re-
fuse departments.

On Monday, the day before the city council
meeting, City Manager Leon Towarnicki, As-
sistant City Manager Wayne Knox, city attor-
ney Eric Monday, Vice Mayor Chad Martin,
Mayor Kathy Lawson and city schools super-
intendent Zeb Talley met to talk about the
funding the city would allocate to schools.

The system had requested nearly $500,000
more than what the city had planned to pro-
vide.

During that meeting, according to reports
at Tuesday’s council meeting, Talley said he
had reduced the schools’ budget by $205,000,
and he requested that the city grant the
schools an additional $250,000 over what it
previously had offered.

“That would enable him to not eliminate
teachers and move forward with teacher
contracts” for next year, Lawson said.

City council agreed to allocate that addi-
tional money, to come out of the fund bal-
ance, which would “put the fund balance
between 97 and 98 percent of what it should
be,” Lawson said during Tuesday’s council
meeting.

See BUDGET, Page A5

In search of antidote for drugs in Martinsville, Henry County

BY STEVEN DOYLE
steven.doyle@martinsvillebulletin.com

They were gathered at a
half-dozen tables in a small
room at the Virginia Museum
of Natural History, munching
on boxed lunches but really
trying to digest a much bigger
concept, one on which some
of them have been chewing for
decades.

“We need to change the

headlines in the newspaper
and the statistics in our com-
munity,” said Ann Gibson of
Drug Free MHC, the coalition
trying to rid Martinsville and
Henry County of its deadliest
problem.

Her words were delivered to
about 20 people whose goal
was to brainstorm ideas to im-
prove how available services
and programs are commu-
nicated to those who need it

most: the thousands who daily
battle an addiction to narcotics
or, worse, who have lost loved
ones to an overdose of them.

The headlines to which Gib-
son referred were recent data
from the County Health Report
and the Virginia Department
of Health’s Office of Chief Med-
ical Examiner that stated in
harsh and stark numbers that
opioids are the biggest unnat-
ural killer in the city and coun-
ty and that nowhere in Virginia
is this a bigger problem.

Drug Free MHC is brainstorming, researching
to find a solution to the deadly drug problem

See DRUGS, Page A5
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Valerie Blevins (clockwise from top), Tobie Panos, Savanna Gwynn and Bon-
nie Favero brainstorm ideas.

Pausing to remember the fallen
The annual Peace Officers’ Memorial in Martinsville drew

representatives of area law enforcement agencies, government
officials and family members and friends of 10 who have died.
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Martinsville Police Chief Eddie Cassady (from left) stands with Henry County Sheriff Lane Perry, First Sgt. M.C. Davis of the Vir-
ginia State Police and Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper.

BY PAUL COLLINS
paul.collins@martinsvilebulletin.com

T
hey gathered somberly and in
some cases tearfully on Thurs-
day to honor 10 law enforce-

ment agents from Henry County
who were killed or died in the line of
duty, dating back to 1919.

The annual Peace Officers’ Me-
morial Service at the Martinsville
City Council chambers drew repre-
sentatives of area law enforcement
agencies, government officials and
family members and friends of fallen
officers.

The list from the Henry County
Sheriff’s Office included John Hughes
Mitchell, who was killed May 4, 1922;
Willis Herman Ferguson, who was
killed March 18, 1975; George Melvin
Brown, who was killed June 26, 1984;
and Paul Edward Grubb, who was
killed July 2, 1989.

Grubb was shot during a drug raid.
Brown was killed in a car accident
while transporting an inmate. Fergu-
son was killed by a driver (who left
the scene) while he helped a motorist
with a flat tire. Mitchell was shot in
an ambush after seizing some illegal
whiskey.

Officer George S. Frame of the

now-defunct Bassett Police Depart-
ment was killed March 18, 1923.
Officer John J. Johnston of the now-
defunct Fieldale Police Department
was killed Jan. 27, 1945. Frame was
shot by a suspected moonshiner, and
Johnston was killed in a car wreck.

From the Martinsville Police
Department, they honored George

F. Carter, who was killed June 14,
1919, while he was attempting to
apprehend gamblers, and Jonathan
W. Bowling, who was killed Jan. 26,
2005, when his Marine Corps Reserve
convoy was ambushed in Iraq during
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Darlene Isom looks at a framed photo of her father, Willis Herman Ferguson, who was
killed in the line of duty on March 18, 1975.

See MEMORIAL, Page A6
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