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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be pleasant and mostly
sunny. Tonight will be partly cloudy.

Shooting poses
Northam’s first
test since scandal.
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BY AMY FRIEDENBERGER
The Roanoke Times

ROANOKE — How much money would it
take to entice someone to move to a rural
locality?

Would $140,000 motivate someone
to work as a nurse in Halifax County? Is
$24,000 enough to attract a recent college
graduate to teach high school science in
Russell County?

In Southwest and Southside Virginia,
where young people are leaving to find op-
portunity elsewhere, a state commission is
trying to combat that trend by offering to
pay off student loan debt for those willing
to live and work in the region. The Virginia
Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission
is overhauling its student loan repayment
program with a new focus on luring people
to one of the 40 localities in Southwest and
Southside for hard-to-fill jobs.

“If you want to come work in our region,
we’ll help pay for your education,” said
Evan Feinman, the executive director of the
commission.

The commission is revising the program
after looking at other programs throughout
the country aimed at helping young people
pay off their student loans. While not iden-
tical, these programs in other states recog-
nize the problem of ballooning college debt
for people who are in turn moving to urban
areas to find higher-paying jobs.

Program in transition

The tobacco commission was created two
decades ago to spend Virginia’s portion of
the national tobacco settlement, and it’s
since doled out more than $1 billion on a
wide range of projects designed to benefit
economically depressed areas of the state.

Among its earliest programs was award-
ing scholarships of about $2,000 to college-
bound graduating high school students.
The commission gave that money away
with no measured outcomes.

The commission later changed the model
to instead offer $2,000 loans to students in
the tobacco region. If the recipients gradu-
ated from college and returned to the area,
the commission forgave the loans. During
its last award cycle, about 1,500 people re-
ceived those loans. But only about half were
returning to the region after graduation.

“It was not enough money to change be-
havior,” said Stephanie Kim, finance direc-
tor of the tobacco commission. “It’s not like
if somebody wasn’t coming back already
that they would come back for this.”

Now the commission is significantly
boosting the financial incentive and in-
cluding measures to better address the re-
gion’s problems.

The population in Southwest and South-
side has continued to decline. The birth rate
in those regions has dropped also. State and
local officials say young people are leaving
and not coming back. There’s a shortage of
people to fill certain jobs like doctors and
nurses, science and math teachers, and in-
dustrial and electrical engineers.

The revised student loan repayment pro-
gram has two parts, and the commission
would spend $5 million on it every two
years.

Group to
help pay
loans of
students
Tobacco commission looking
to entice people to move to
rural areas within Virginia

See LOANS, Page A5

BY SUSIE C. SPEAR
BH Media

EDEN, N.C. — A woman
from Ridgeway is dead after a
shooting Sunday night.

A Reidsville, N.C., man was
arrested and charged in the
shooting death of a 25-year-
old of Shaquille Antionette
Madison at Klyce Street Man-
or apartments.

Police charged J’mes Eric
Troxler, 23, in the shooting.
Madison was pronounced
dead at the scene from an
apparent gunshot wound

around 9.
Troxler was

charged with
one count of
f i r s t - d e g r e e
murder in
M a d i s o n ’ s
death and one
count of as-

sault with a deadly weapon
with intent to kill for firing at
a second person who did not
sustain injuries, Eden Police
spokesman Lt. David Lam-
berth said.

An arrest warrant filed at the
Rockingham County Court-

house identifies the second
person as Eric Broadnax, 28, of
817 Klyce Street Apt. 2A, Eden.

The warrant alleges that
Troxler assaulted Broadnax
with a 9 mm handgun.

Residents of the apartment
complex spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity on Mon-
day about what they saw and
heard Sunday night.

One woman said she heard
six gunshots during the fracas,
and another resident claims
he heard multiple gunshots
while watching a movie in
his apartment shortly before

9 p.m.
“I got up and looked out,

and I saw him [the accused]
out in the parking lot,’’ the
man said.”There were a lot of
people gathered on the stoop,
hanging out. ‘’

Troxler is being held with-
out bail at the Rockingham
County Jail in Wentworth and
is scheduled to make his initial
court appearance on June 12
in Rockingham County Dis-
trict Court.

Law enforcement officials
have not released information
about a motive for the crimes
and events that preceded the
shooting.

Troxler

Ridgeway woman shot, killed in North Carolina
Reidsville man arrested and charged with first-degree murder

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS
TO HELP SUSTAIN YOU
The upcoming Sustainability Workshop at Reynolds Homestead

will offer practical advice — including how to brew beer.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Prosperity’s Folly will perform at the Reynolds Homestead’s Bushels & Barrels Festival June 15.

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Tasting vinegar with your eyes
closed is not as bad as it sounds,
promises Lisa Martin.

Martin, the Reynolds Homestead’s
senior program manager, will pres-
ent one of the programs at the Bush-
els & Barrels Sustainability Workshop
on June 15. Her program on vinegar
will include “kind of like a wine-tast-
ing” — for vinegar.

The Sustainability Workshop will be
held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Reyn-
olds Homestead, before the Bushels
& Barrel Festival, which will run at
4-10.

If you wonder, the “Sustainabil-
ity Movement” has roots in the 1800s
but really didn’t gain momentum, en-
vironmental scientists observe, until
1970, the first year that Earth Day was
celebrated. That also was the year
Congress created the Environmental
Protect Agency and the Clean Air Act.
A couple of years later, the Clean Wa-
ter Act was added.

In 1995, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly published “Sustainable
Development Goals,”which were a
list of 17 to be attained by 2030, deal-
ing with air, water, land, food, energy
and other elements to emerge from

those philosophies. The workshops
at Reynolds will approach topics that
dovetail with those goals.

There are three blocks of time with
two sessions in each block; attendees
may choose three of the six offered
sessions.

Block I, 10-11:15 a.m.
» Creating a Sustainable Home

Landscape. The Virginia Cooperative
Extension will present this program

about a sustainable landscape, which
conforms to the environment sur-
rounding it, requiring only natural in-
puts for maintenance and little to no
additional support. It is sustainable
over long periods of time and exists
in harmony with the local ecosystem.
It recovers quickly from natural disas-
ters and bad weather.

Broadleaf plantain may be known these days mostly as a weed, but in the past it has
been heralded for its medicinal purposes and its nutrition as a vegetable. The Reyn-
olds Homestead’s Sustainability Workshop’s program “Edible Wild Plants” aims to
open participants’ eyes to the varied benefits of the common plants around them.

See SUSTAIN, Page A6


