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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be pleasant and partly sunny.
Tonight will be mostly cloudy.

Shingles vaccine
shortage continues
in Central Virginia.
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By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

Some high school students ap-
parently drum more than their
fingers during the summer.

More than 100 of them at
Martinsville High School, for
instance, picked up their instru-
ments last week for band camp.

The MAVAHI marching band
camp, one of three band camps
in the city’s school system, in-
volves teenagers from approxi-
mately 20% of the high school’s
student population.

Henry County Public Schools
has similar 1-week programs for

its two high schools. And all have
one thing in common:

Training students in playing
and performing for a long year
of athletic events, performances
and competitions and, in the
process, to build teamwork and
provide mentoring.

Already looking well into the
future, students at Martins-
ville’s camp prepare weeks and
months in advance for the first
and final home football games of
the regular season.

“This year the first show is a
story of teenage love and will
feature music from Elvis, Ri-
hanna, ‘West Side Story’ and

Bruno Mars,” said Brian Joyce,
Martinsville High School’s band
director. “We also plan on doing
other music this football season,
including the senior show on se-
nior night. Each year the senior
class picks out music and writes
[a] drill for their own senior
show.”

In addition to creating the
shows for the first and last
games, students learn music and
drill movements for halftime
shows, practice basic marching
maneuvers and learn music for
playing in the stands.

High school band members tune up for the school year
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Students at Martinsville High School and select eighth-graders from Martins-
ville Middle School practice for upcoming shows at the district’s band camp.

Martinsville, Henry County students learn more than music at camps
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New $$$$ boosts business

By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Business remains on a steady course
as GENEDGE, a statewide consulting
firm based in Martinsville, has received
the annual funding from the federal gov-
ernment it had been expecting — and a
little more.

The U.S. Department of Commerce’s
National Institute of Standards and
Technology has grant-
ed GENEDGE (the A.L.
Philpott Manufacturing
Extension Partnership)
$1,881,221, U.S. Senators
Mark R. Warner (D-Va.)
and Tim Kaine (D-Va.) an-
nounced on Monday.

A joint release from the
two senators cited the
extension of a program
called Manufacturing
Extension Partnership
that aims to strengthen
U.S. manufacturing. The
release states MEP has
worked with nearly 80,000
manufacturers, creating
thousands of jobs and
leading to $88 billion in
sales.

“This was an increase” in
the normal yearly amount
“and we are delighted to
get it, because it will help
us better serve our clients
across the state of Vir-
ginia,” said Cindy Glisson,
GENEDGE’s vice presi-
dent of operations.

Officials at the consult-
ing firm, whose headquar-
ters is at 32 Bridge Street,
had been expecting to get
around $1.85 million, she
said.

“We are very pleased to
obtain, for the fourth year
in a row, funding from the
national Institute of Stan-
dards and Technology’s
Manufacturing Extension
program to provide indus-
try standards across the
commonwealth,” GENEDGE President
and Executive Director Bill Donohue
said.

The consulting firm
GENEDGE, based in
Martinsville, gets its
nearly $1.9M check
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

The Harvest Foundation is expand-
ing its economic development efforts
with an incentive pool to fund projects
in Henry County and the city of Mar-
tinsville.

Its initial $5 million in the pool will
be used as grants in Henry County and
Martinsville on a case-by-case basis
for economic development initiatives,
such as creation of new industry, job
growth and expansion of existing busi-
nesses.

“The demand is rising for higher-
paying, living-wage careers in Mar-
tinsville and Henry County,” Allyson
Rothrock, president of The Harvest
Foundation, said in a statement. “Our
community members are increasingly
better-educated, and acquiring addi-
tional skill sets that support the growth
of advanced manufacturing and highly
technical trades.

“We want Martinsville and Henry
County to be competitive and continue
its upward trajectory. Our community
is an ideal location for a variety of busi-
ness and industry to locate and grow.
We want them all to know we’re open
and ready for business.”

Said Henry County Administrator

Tim Hall in a statement: “Henry Coun-
ty’s relationship with the Harvest Foun-
dation helps us separate ourselves from
other localities. … Economic develop-
ment is a never-ceasing endeavor, and
knowing that Harvest is a part of the
team allows us to do things we other-
wise may not be able to accomplish.”

Hall’s deputy, Dale Wagoner, rein-
forced that point. “The funding pro-
gram offered by the Harvest Foun-
dation will allow Henry County to
incentivize companies that bring
above-average jobs and significant
capital investment to our community,”

he wrote in an email.
“In addition to the available ready

industrial sites for companies, Henry
County’s low tax rates, a low cost of do-
ing business, and a quality workforce,
Henry County with the help of the
Harvest Foundation, will be able to of-
fer financial incentive[s] to companies
expanding or locating here. This give[s]
us another tool in our economic de-
velopment toolbox and gives us some-
thing to offer to companies that not
many other communities [can].”

Harvest Foundation antes up $5 million for grants, says
new industry, job growth are opportunities for program

THE HARVEST FOUNDATION PHOTOS

ABOVE: Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre currently has one tenant, Press Glass, the largest independent flat glass process
operation headquartered in Poland. BELOW: The water tower in the Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre at the Virginia-North
Carolina line just outside of Ridgeway.
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