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Today will be mostly sunny and hot.
Tonight will be mainly clear and humid.

Martinsville man
leaves behind a
vehicle of charges.
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Two Martinsville residents who each were
charged with a felony in the death of a Chi-
huahua – left in a home for days – were con-
victed of a misdemeanor charge in that case,
as well as a misdemeanor charge in the star-
vation of another dog.

In Henry County Circuit Court on June 25,
Judge Marcus Brinks held a joint trial for Da-
vid Jason Wiseman, 43, and his wife, Brandy
Lea Wiseman, 31. Each was charged with the
felony of animal cruelty, causing death, in the
case of a small tan dog, and misdemeanor
animal cruelty-deprivation, for the condition
of a black-and brown shepherd mix found in
the same home at 191 Hendricks Court in the
Martinsville area on Dec. 17.

After hearing evidence, Judge Brinks re-
duced the felony charge against the Wise-
mans to misdemeanor animal cruelty and
convicted them of that charge, in the death
of the Chihuahua. Brinks also convicted the
Wisemans of the misdemeanor charge in-
volving a shepherd mix dog that survived.

Two convicted
of lesser charge
in death of dog
Woman to serve 12 months
in jail and pay $500 fine; her
husband awaits sentencing
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By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

With so many cookouts, pool parties
and gatherings taking place on July 4,
people in Martinsville and Henry Coun-
ty are bound to have a blast. However,
bangs they should leave out of their cel-
ebrations are illegal fireworks.

On top of potentially being charged
with a Class 1 misdemeanor – which
comes with up to 12 months in jail and

up to a $2,500 fine – people with illegal
fireworks could cause extreme damage
to property and run the risk of harming
themselves or others.

Ted Anderson, Martinsville Fire De-
partment’s fire chief and fire marshal,
shed light on the devices that could
spark imagination and the ones that
could ignite trouble.

“If it leaves the ground or goes ‘boom,’
it’s illegal,” Anderson said.

Also, just because fireworks have

crossed state lines doesn’t make them
legal. Those traveling through nearby
states hosting fireworks superstores –
like Tennessee and South Carolina, for
example – should check the character-
istics of the device before igniting the
fuse in Virginia.

Conversely, just because fireworks
came from a store in Virginia doesn’t
mean it’s inherently safe.

Fireworks spark interest in safety
First, know if your fireworks are legal. Second, be careful no matter what.
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By Holly Kozelsky

holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

A woman was killed Saturday night when
the all-terrain vehicle in which she was rid-
ing flipped over at the Outdoorsman Park
ATV Trails and Catfish Pond.

Angela Michelle Burks, 38, of Spencer was
in the passenger seat of a 2015 Can-Am
side-by-side (off-road vehicle), driven by
her husband, Paul Eddie Burks of that same
address in Spencer, when it overturned
while moving on a steep incline.

Neither was wearing a helmet or seatbelt,
the release stated.

The Henry County Department of Pub-
lic Safety and Ridgeway Rescue Squad at-
tempted life-saving measures, and Angela
Burks was transported to Sovah Martins-
ville, where she was pronounced dead.

Paul Burks was transported to the hos-
pital, where he was treated for non-life-
threatening injuries.

The Office of the Chief Medical Exam-
iner for the Western District of Virginia per-
formed an external examination Monday
and found Angela Burks had been killed by
trauma to the chest, abdomen and head,
the release stated. The manner of death has
been ruled an accident.

Off-road
vehicle
flips, kills
woman
Burks died at scene

when side-by-side

flipped on an incline
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