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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Foggy and humid in the morning, with
clearing skies in the afternoon.

Henry County employees
looking at hazard pay.
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Twomore
dead from
COVID-19

STAFF REPORT

There were eight new deaths of CO-
VID-19 reported Saturday by the Vir-
ginia Department of Health, and two
of them are our neighbors.

Two more residents of Henry Coun-
ty and Patrick County have now died
from the disease caused by the novel
coronavirus.

The VDH does not disclose infor-
mation about deaths but tracks data
based on a person’s residence.

Patrick County, with 25 dead, and
Henry County, with 21, have the
highest death tolls in the West Pied-
mont Health District. In fact, Patrick
County moved into a new statistical
highlighted range on the VDH’s daily
map.

If you have been keeping track,
that’s now 65 deaths in the district
since the beginning of the pandemic
in March, and it’s the 31st death in
the district since Aug. 31, 14 of those
in Patrick County.

There also were 23 more cases re-
ported Friday and Saturday, bringing
the total to 2,040 in the district, the
vast majority of them being white, fe-
male and between the ages of 40 and
60.

Most of the deaths, though, are ages
70 and older (53 of them), and the
past five deaths have all been women,
creating a plurality of 35. About 67%
of those who have died are white.

Across the state, about half the
deaths have been citizens older than
80, about half of them white and
slightly more of them male.

Both Patrick County and Henry
County have been hit by significant
and deadly outbreaks in senior-care
facilities, which across Virginia has
accounted for most of the deaths.

Henry County has had 2052.9 cases
per 100,000 population, VDH calcu-
lates, and Martinsville even higher at
2960.8. Patrick County’s rate is 1567.0.

Henry County, which this week
decided to return students to class-
rooms, has averaged 14.0 new cases
per day since the pandemic began
and 7.7 in September but 10 per day
since Aug. 1. Martinsville, which in a
few weeks will consider its options,
has averaged 7.8 overall and about
2.0 this month and 3.9 since Aug. 1.

Both Martinsville (124) and Patrick
County (141) have much higher per
capita death rates than Henry County
(41).

In the past 48 hours, Henry County
has had 11 new cases and two hospi-
talizations. Martinsville and Patrick
County each added three cases and a
hospitalization, and Franklin County
had six new cases.

The cumulative totals since the
pandemic began:

» Henry County: 1,045 cases, 114
hospitalizations, 21 deaths.

» Martinsville: 382, 61, 16.
» Patrick County: 277, 52, 25.
» Franklin County: 333, 16, 3.
VDH reports statewide through Sat-

urday that there have been 145,408
cases, with 3,144 deaths, and 10,863
have been hospitalized.

Residents of Henry and
Patrick counties account
for two of the state’s eight
deaths reported Saturday.

By Kim Barto Meeks
kim.meeks@martinsvillebulletin.com

H
enry County students will be
required to wear masks in
school buildings and buses

when they head back to the class-
room starting Oct. 12.

That was the ruling of the Henry
County School Board during a special

meeting Thursday night, voting,
5-2, to resume in-person classes on
a hybrid schedule after starting the
school year fully remote because of
COVID-19.

In earlier discussions about reopen-
ing schools, officials had planned
to require masks for adults but not

Henry County School
Board votes to send
students back to class
two days a week starting
Oct. 12, but many
teachers say it isn’t safe.

Teachers don’t

embrace return

By KIM BARTO MEEKS/KIM.MEEKS@MARTINSVILLEBULLETIN.COM

Teacher Kathryn Adkins speaks during the Henry County School Board meeting, urging officials to keep schools 100% virtual until
COVID-19 numbers go down.

SEE RETURN | A9

By PARKER COTTON
parker.cotton@martinsvillebulletin.com

The decision this week to send
Henry County Public Schools stu-
dents back to classrooms on Oct. 12
is similar to decisions being played
out in school board meetings around
the region.

You know likely that Martinsville
City Public Schools Board voted ear-
lier this month to review its current
distance-learning practice at the end
of the first nine weeks, a practice that
was introduced after several mind

Some students return to
classrooms on varying
schedules around the
region, and decisions
have been focused much
as they were in Henry
County.
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