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Flood waters fill the street in downtown Pensacola, Fla., on Wednesday. Hurricane Sally made landfall Wednesday near Gulf Shores, Ala-
bama, as a Category 2 storm, pushing a surge of ocean water onto the coast and dumping torrential rain that forecasters said would cause
dangerous flooding from the Florida Panhandle to Mississippi and well inland in the days ahead.
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Tropical rainstorm Sally likely
will pour all day and into the night.

Crash sends N.C.
man to hospital with
serious injuries.
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Death surge a statistical catch-up

Sally remnants could
cause flooding

Not all get
new utility
cut-off
delay

By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsville
bulletin.com

The statistical accounting of
the deadly disease COVID-19 fi-
nally is catching up to its reality.

The latest numbers from the

Virginia Department of Health
are showing an explosion of CO-
VID-19 deaths in the West Pied-
mont Health District, which cov-
ers Martinsville and the counties
of Henry, Patrick and Franklin.

In Patrick County alone, five
new deaths were reported

Wednesday and four on Tuesday.
Another resident of Martinsville
also was reported to have died.

There have been 17 deaths re-
ported in the district just this
week, but that doesn’t mean that
those 17 people only just died.
Their deaths from earlier in the
month, or even from August, fi-
nally may have been added to
the VDH’s COVID-19 report.

It also means that other deaths,

including from this week, might
not have made their way to the
daily statistics report yet – so the
numbers probably will continue
to shoot up.

Lately, the “COVID-19 in Vir-
ginia: Summary” statistics post-
ed daily on the VDH’s website
states in red letters above: “There
is an existing data backlog. VDH
is working diligently to identify
COVID-19 related deaths using

vital record death
certificate infor-
mation.”

“What this
means,” VDH
s p o k e s p e r s o n
Nancy Bell wrote
in an email, “is
that when a per-

son has multiple chronic health

By CHARLES WILBORN
Lee Newspapers

The potential for heavy rains from what’s
left of Hurricane Sally is raising worries of
flooding for forecasters.

The National Weather Service in Blacks-
burg has placed Martinsville and Henry
County under a flood watch beginning
Thursday morning and extending into ear-
ly Friday afternoon.

Hurricane Sally made landfall early
Wednesday morning along the Florida-Ala-
bama line with winds of 105 mph. The slow
crawl of the system dumped up to 2 feet of
rain on some areas.

While the main remnants of Sally will
move across Georgia and the Carolinas on
Thursday and Friday, heavy rain is expect-
ed to extend into areas of Southern Virgin-
ia. The weather service pointed specifically
to an area along and east of the Blue Ridge.

Patrick County is under a hazardous
weather advisory.

The rain is expected to start early Thurs-
day morning and become heavier into
Thursday night before finally tapering off
Friday morning.

Up to 3 inches of rain could fall — with
locally heavier amounts — creating a

By Bill Wyatt
bill.wyatt@martinsville
bulletin.com

Customers of utilities in
Henry County and Martins-
ville won’t be given the grace
period for utility shutoffs that
the State Corporation Com-
mission announced Tuesday.

At the request of Gov. Ralph
Northam, the SCC had de-
cided to extend the general
moratorium on utility shutoffs
through Oct. 5, but the Henry
County PSA said that Wednes-
day was the last day it would
abide by the SCC’s previous
moratorium.

And Martinsville officials
had begun the process of shut-
ting off the utilities of delin-
quent customers on Aug. 31.

At a COVID-19 briefing last
month, Henry County Admin-
istrator and PSA Manager Tim
Hall said PSA bills would go
out on Sept. 5 and “customers
more than two months behind
with no payment plan in place
will be subject to disconnec-
tion beginning Sept. 21.”

When asked if the PSA would
extend the deadline to the
new date of Oct. 5, Hall said
Wednesday morning that the
regular policies regarding dis-
connections had resumed.

Neither Martinsville nor the
Henry County PSA is required
to comply with the SCC’s
moratorium, but Appalachian
Power is.

In the city, Martinsville owns
and operates water, sewer and
electricity, but in Henry Coun-
ty the PSA owns and operates
water and sewer while AEP
provides electricity.

In a letter to the commission
on Monday, Northam said,
“My request for an extension
will give the General Assem-
bly the time they need to ad-
dress this issue, finalize their
budget, and complete their
important work during this
special session.”

Five more deaths in Patrick County, one more

in Martinsville were reported Wednesday.

The utility cut-
off moratorium
extended to Oct. 5,
but not all utilities
are participating.

Flood waters move on the street in Pensacola, Fla., on Wednesday.

Heavy rains fromHurricane Sally
bring worries of flooding to Southside.
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