
By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

The Henry County School
Board is considering reworking
several key policies and regula-
tions, some of which were dic-
tated by changes in state and
federal law, most significantly
those concerning the use of to-
bacco products and electronic
cigarettes.

Christy Landon, director of
human resources for Henry
County Public Schools, report-
ed to the board at its meeting

Thursday night about proposed
revisions “to bring policies into
compliance with new or exist-
ing laws and regulations, or
they have been revised for pro-
cedural or editorial reasons.”

The most significant of
these adjusts or formalizes

rules about the use of tobacco
products and nicotine vapor
products.

The use of “vaping” products
has skyrocketed among teens,
and they are known to have the
same addictive and destructive
effects of cigarettes.

Regulations are being updat-
ed and expanded to define and
prohibit the possession, use or
distribution of traditional to-
bacco products and nicotine
vapor products by students,
staff and visitors on a school
bus, on school property, or at an
on-site or off-site school-spon-
sored activity, Landon reported.
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Today will have a thunderstorm in spots.
Tonight will be partly cloudy and humid.

Texas governor
says 20 dead in
El Paso shooting.
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New limits for tobacco and e-cigs?
HPCS board considers list of policy changes
to meet adjustments in federal and state laws

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Henry County School Board heard Thursday about proposed new poli-
cies that will address tobacco products and electronic cigarettes.

Inside
» Bassett High School has two
new assistant principals, and
HCPS has named a new admin-
strator. A3
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

An elementary-school teacher from
North Carolina whose classroom les-
son became a viral sensation roused up
the teachers and staff of Martinville City
Schools on Friday during convocation at
Martinsville High School.

Michael Bonner teaches in Greenville,
N.C., and is an inspirational speaker. He
hit the national scene in 2017 when a
project he did with his students, a music
video they made to help them learn the
who-what-when-where-why concept,
went viral on the internet. Then the Ellen
Degeneres Show flew him and his entire
class to California to be on the show.

That music video was a way his stu-
dents felt engaged with and excited
about the topic, he said.

Martinsville
educators get
on point for
school year
SpeakerMichael Bonner gets
teachers and administrators
fired up to return to school
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Michael Bonner, an elementary-school
teacher from Greenville, North Carolina,
was the keynote speaker at convocation for
Martinsville City Schools.
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More than 3,700 children — most of
them local — will be starting school
with new shoes and school supplies
thanks to the Back2School program.

An initiative of The Community Fel-
lowship, Back2School has grown to
include the involvement of more than
15 churches. By this year it has served
more than 25,000 children, according
to Community Fellowship Pastor Mi-
chael Harrison.

Children who had registered last
month picked up backpacks filled with
school supplies as well as new shoes
and socks on Saturday. Volunteers

washed their feet, talked about their
goals and prayed with them.

Children went through the vari-
ous stations at 30-minute intervals:
hear the story of The Samaritan’s Feet
(which provided the shoes) founder
Emmanuel Ohonme; get their feet
washed, with prayer, and new shoes;
pick out backpacks; and then have
lunch with their families.

Some sites also offered additional
services, such as haircuts.

Getting it ready

About 350 people helped fill the
backpacks with school supplies on
Tuesday. That was after months of fun-
draising and collecting donations.

Two long rows of pallets had empty
backpacks covered by a long tarp.
Each pallet held an exact amount of
backpacks, one stack for elementary
students and one for the older ones,
counted for the church or school
where they would be distributed.

Dozens of volunteers manned sta-
tions set up assembly-line style. The
majority of volunteers formed lines to
pick up backpacks and get them filled
as they walked through the stations.

The lines ended at a loading ramp,
where church vans and trucks took
turns receiving their orders.

Before each load was sent off,

THEY ARE HEADED
BACKWELL PACKED
Back2School sends 3,700 children from Southwest Virginia

and beyond to school with supplies and blessings.
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Ian Hubbard (right) of The Community Fellowship and Xavier Hughes of Fairway Baptist Church in Collinsville have a little fun while
filling backpacks with school supplies on Tuesday.
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