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Mostly cloudy, with a thunderstorm
and rather humid.

Sixth Henry County
resident dies of COVID-19.
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By Holly Kozelsky
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S
TUART — The recent outbreak of
COVID-19 at Blue Ridge Therapy
Connection didn’t surprise one

man who says he had trouble this
spring getting appropriate care for his
mother, a resident there, with another
infectious disease that is troublesome
but not deadly.

“If they can’t handle scabies, they
can’t handle COVID,” said Johnny Kas-
tretsios, who said his mother, 90-year-
old Goldie Kastretsios, has had both
– making her one among 55 residents
and employees who have tested posi-
tive for the novel coronavirus.

The outbreak of COVID-19 at the
skilled nursing facility first became
known about two weeks ago when the
first cases were reported. Two of the

patients who had tested positive at the
facility for coronavirus have died.

But Goldie Kastretsios first was diag-
nosed and treated for scabies, a highly
contagious condition, at Northern
Regional Hospital in Mount Airy, N.C.,
after her son enlisted the help of her
attorney, Wren Williams, and Patrick
County deputies to get her removed
from the nursing home for medical

Scabies at facility not
reported as outbreak

The son and attorney of a resident of Blue Ridge Therapy
Connection and staff members say scabies — a precursor to
the COVID-19 outbreak that has hit more than a quarter of
the residents — was not reported as an outbreak.

SCREENSHOT FROM VIDEO

Through a window at Blue Ridge Therapy Con-
nection, Goldie Kastretsios tells her son she
wants to be taken to the hospital.

Goldie Kas-
tretsios, in
earlier years.
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Blue Ridge Therapy Connection in Stuart, the site of a coronavirus outbreak which has affected more than a quarter of the residents, is
said also to have been the site of an unreported scabies outbreak in the spring.

Watch the video
» To see the video of Johnny Kastret-
sios at Blue Ridge Therapy Connec-
tion, find this article at www.martins-
villebulletin.com.

By Kim Barto Meeks
kim.meeks@martinsvillebulletin.com

Comcast will extend service along
two roads in Axton and Horsepas-
ture under the terms of its 10-year
cable franchise agreement with Hen-
ry County, which the Board of Super-
visors approved Tuesday.

The agreement gives Comcast a
year from signing to complete con-
struction along roughly half a mile
of J.S. Holland Road and 1.8 miles
of Sandy River Road in the Iriswood
district, board documents show.
Comcast has also agreed to expand
its network when neighborhood
density reaches 20 homes per linear
mile, instead of the past minimum of
30.

Still, county officials noted, this
leaves many rural pockets of the county
where high-speed internet service is
not available.While the franchise agree-
ment only governs Comcast’s television
and video services — not internet — it
launched an in-depth discussion about
efforts to bridge the gap.

Iriswood District Supervisor David
Martin said the issue of rural broad-
band access has become even more
urgent now that Henry County Schools
plans to start the school year virtually
on Aug. 10.

“It’s kind of timely that we’re doing
it now,” Martin said of the franchise
agreement, which supervisors first con-
sidered in February and then tabled
to allow more time for consideration.
“Our school system is going to a virtual
delivery system, and we have a county
where the internet access is not what it
should be because people are living in
rural areas.”

DuringTuesday’s meeting, he pressed
Comcast government affairs represen-
tative Nathan Daugherty to meet with
schools Superintendent Sandy Strayer
to discuss additional ways the company
could help county students connect to
the internet.

Even with the service expansion,“that
doesn’t chip away at the number of stu-
dents who still do not have internet ser-
vice to receive instruction in the coming
year,” Martin said.

Henry County Schools has been
working on different options to help
students learn remotely. The district is
providingallstudentsfrompreschoolto
12th grade with iPads or other devices
to use at home, and most school park-
ing lots are now equipped with free wifi
for families to use from their vehicles.

Comcast will expand
cable service in some
areas of Henry County
under 10-year franchise
agreement.

Comcast
and county
agree on
expansion
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The Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors pictured Tuesday afternoon, when
they approved a new 10-year franchise
agreement with Comcast.
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