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First COVID-19 doctor
receives a promotion.
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OUTDOOR ESTINATIONS 
IN OUR ACKYARD

YOUR GUIDE TO

By Kim Barto Meeks
kim.meeks@martinsvillebulletin.com

The Henry County School Board has voted to
begin school virtually for all students on Aug.
10, in a departure from the hybrid reopening
plan approved in June.

In a 4-1 vote, with one member abstaining,
the board agreed Thursday morning to delay

students’ return to classrooms for the time be-
ing and revisit the issue when they next meet
in August. Teachers will still return to school
buildings as scheduled on Aug. 5.

The move came during a 3-hour board plan-
ning retreat after officials raised several con-
cerns about the district’s readiness to reopen
schools safely, such as the rising local CO-
VID-19 infection rates and delays in receiv-
ing shipments of technology, protective gear
and cleaning supplies needed to comply with
health guidelines.

School board votes to change
its plan from hybrid to all
remote classes starting Aug. 10.

HCPS goes all-virtual

Breakthrough in
bike hit-and-run

By Bill Wyatt
bill.wyatt@martinsvillebulletin.com

Martinsville Police have a
breakthrough in a hit-and-run
last month that left a man lying
severely injured in a ditch.

John Eric Johnston, 55, of
Martinsville was riding his bi-
cycle to work for Allied Security
at Eastman Chemical Corpora-
tion, where he was an overnight
security guard, on Northside
Drive in the late-night hours

of June 27. His
2015 Huffy was
struck in the
rear by a vehicle,
and the driver
fled the scene.

A woman who
said she was on
her way to work
called 911 and

reported seeing Johnston by the
side of the road.

Police have a suspected vehicle in custody
after a Martinsville man sees an article in
the Bulletin and has a lawyer come forward.

John Eric
Johnston
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Ditch where John Johnston and his mangled bike were
found on Northside Drive.

MPD

Johnston’s 2015 Huffy bicycle found at crash scene by police.

The Henry County School
Board hears a strategic
plan update on Thursday
morning from Lisa Millner,
the assistant superin-
tendent for teaching and
learning. The board met
for a three-hour planning
retreat that included an
extensive discussion on
school reopening and
approval of an all-virtual
start to school on Aug. 10.
BY KIM BARTO MEEKS/
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STAFF REPORT

A third person in Patrick County has
died of COVID-19.

That information was revealed
Thursday morning in the daily re-
port from the Virginia Department of
Health.

Patrick County, which was one of the
last five counties in Virginia to have a
positive, has seen three deaths since
June 1. The county now has had 67
cases, and 14 people have been hospi-
talized.

Those numbers took a large surge
this week after it was revealed that
there had been an outbreak of CO-
VID-19 at a long-term care facility in
Patrick County.

VDH and the West Piedmont Health
District declined to name which facil-
ity might have been the scene of the
outbreak, but Stuart has two large
long-term care facilities: The nurs-
ing home Blue Ridge Therapy Con-
nection has 190 beds, and its neigh-
bor and sister facility, The Landmark
Center, an assisted-living facility, has
75 beds.

Staff members at those facilities de-
clined to answer directly questions
about cases at the facilities.

Nancy Bell, spokesperson for the
West Piedmont Health District, said
she had not received information from
staff about this latest death in Patrick
County, although she did confirm it
was the third. Two earlier deaths had
been inexplicably categorized incor-
rectly on the VDH’s website.

Third death from the
coronavirus emerges on
day after outbreak at
long-term care faciity.

COVID-19
claims
Patrick
resident
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