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INDEX WEATHER

HIGH LOW
86 65

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Thunderstorms possible throughout
the day. Cloudy and humid tonight.

Investigation ongo-
ing in ‘suicide’ of
Snow Creek woman.
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By Bill Wyatt
bill.wyatt@martinsvillebulletin.com

Henry County businessman Ray Reynolds
has hired an attorney who seems to want
to know why Martinsville City Attorney and
Assistant City Manager Eric Monday was
authorized to write a threatening letter to
Reynolds based on a private conversation he
had with a member of the Martinsville City
Council.

Monday threatened in a letter on city sta-
tionery last week to file suit against Reynolds

and seek his arrest and incarceration if he
didn’t stop public comments that emerged
after an allegedly private telephone conver-
sation with council member Jennifer Bowles.

Reynolds, 59, a photographer and con-
struction contractor and an admitted out-
spoken supporter of President Donald
Trump, said he reached out to Bowles, an
African-American, as a friend to ask her if
she could help to defuse the escalating com-
ments about his reputation on social media.

By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

The news came as a disappoint-
ment, but not necessarily a shock,
when the Martinsville Speedway
announced in May that there would
not be a Celebration honoring Inde-
pendence Day this year because of
COVID-19 concerns.

However, that change in tradition
likely won’t stop residents from cel-
ebrating the country’s birthday.

Lisa Garrett, Henry County fire
marshal, said she hadn’t heard of
any large fireworks displays tak-
ing place in Martinsville or Henry
County on or around July 4, but she
said she was aware of local stores
selling personal fireworks.

“The available fireworks that are
legal are basically the ones that are
being sold in convenience stores
around here and the tents and
things,” Garrett said. “They are in-
spected by us, and they are legal to
use.”

Other fireworks, some permitted
in select states, aren’t legal in Virgin-
ia unless someone obtains special
permission to use them. Illegal ex-
amples include firecrackers, bottle
rockets, skyrockets, fireworks that
explode, travel laterally, rise into the
air or fire projectiles into the air.

“Anything that goes up in the air
and goes ‘boom’ is illegal,” Garrett
said. “You have to have a specific li-
cense, be licensed by the state and
be insured and bonded in order to
do that type of display. They have to
be permitted also.”

Community fireworks displays,
like those that take place at the
Martinsville Speedway or after the
Martinsville Mustangs’ games, are
typically approved far before the
holiday approaches, and profes-
sionals execute those events. That
doesn’t mean someone with a de-
sire for a 2020 Fourth of July event in
Martinsville can’t still put on a great
display, but time is running short
and there are certain requirements
they’d have to meet.

Sparkle
for your
holiday
July 4th may still have
a little bit of a bang in
Martinsville.

CASSANDRA SHERRILL/LEE NEWSPAPERSSources: National Fire Protection Association; U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission; Greensboro Fire Department; Getty Images photo

*During detailed study period
of June 21 to July 21, 2019.
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ALERT!
Hand sanitizer is

flammable, so make
sure you wash your

hands before handling
fireworks!

Patriotic alternatives to fireworks
§ Use glow sticks. They are a safer
option than sparklers — and they also
last longer!

§ Noisemakers can make a loud
statement. Just be mindful of
neighbors (and pets who get anxious
from noises), so wrap up the
noisemaking early in the evening.

§ Set up a screen and projector and
have an outdoor movie night.
Remember the bug spray!

§ Have the whole family make a
patriotic craft together or play a
USA-themed trivia game.

§ Throw a birthday party for the
United States, complete with cake.
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Attorney wants answers from city
Virginia Beach lawyer vows to ‘bring the fight’ to Martinsville
City Attorney Eric Monday over cease-and-desist letter to
businessman in a dispute with a member of City Council.

City Council
Member Jen-
nifer Bowles
(left) and local
businessman
Ray Reynolds
at Martinsville
Speedway
event.
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