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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Cloudy, a shower and t-storm today. An
early thunderstorm and cloudy tonight.

Amazon plans
to bring solar
farm to region.
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By Amie Knowles
Special to the Bulletin

The top three employment catego-
ries in Virginia don’t exactly match
the workforce trends in Martinsville,
Henry County and Patrick County —
but they don’t miss by much either.

Out of the 3.7 million workers in
the state, a recent study by the real
estate blog Commercial Café re-
vealed, 36.9% are employed in busi-
ness, 17.8% in the industrial sector
and 12.7% in health care.

And Nos. 2 and 3 on that list relate
directly to two of the
top three course offer-
ings with the highest
enrollment percent-
ages at Patrick Henry
Community College.

You perhaps have
read about the in-
creased need and op-
portunity nationally in health care,
as the U.S. population ages and the
Baby Boomer generation retires.

General Studies and transfer de-
grees make up just more than 50%
of the total student enrollment in
credit-bearing programs at PHCC,
but health care comes in second.

Roughly 20% of the school’s stu-
dent population enrolls in nursing
programs, in which students become
a certified nursing assistant or com-
plete coursework toward becoming a
paramedic.

And third? Yep.
“Advanced Manufacturing is the

third-largest career cluster and
makes up 11% of the total student
enrollment,” said Greg Hodges, vice
president for academic and student
success services. “These include
fields like welding, motor sports,
mechatronics, industrial electronics
and general engineering.”

With the largest number of stu-
dents interested in a transferable de-
gree, the college often sees students
continue their educations after re-
ceiving their associate’s degrees from
PHCC.

“Just under half of the students
enrolled in transfer programs trans-
fer to a 4-year university annually.

Statewide
job trends
reflected
in region
Job market, educational
pursuits match closely
at Patrick Henry CC
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Football practice got under

way Thursday at area high

schools. The Bulletin had

lenses at practice sessions

at Bassett, Magna Vista,

and Martinsville and this is

some of what we saw.

ABOVE: Bassett football

players line up for a drill

during the team’s first prac-

tice of the season Thursday

at the school. RIGHT: Mag-

na Vista football players

run a drill during the team’s

first practice. BELOW

LEFT: Martinsville football

players run onto the field.

BELOW RIGHT: Bulldogs

players run a drill.

The high school football

games will get started

Aug. 30.

DOWN. SET. HUT, HUT.

By John R. Crane
Danville Register & Bee

DANVILLE — More than 9,000
people in the Dan River Region
could benefit from the new law
that forbids courts from suspend-
ing driver’s licenses for failure to
pay court fines and costs, accord-
ing to the governor’s office.

Gov. Ralph Northam spoke

at Danville Community Col-
lege during a driver’s license
reinstatement event held at the
school Thursday afternoon.

The change, which went into
effect July 1, eliminated a prac-
tice that many lawmakers saw
as draconian, especially to those
too poor to pay their court costs
on issues that don’t always in-
volve driving infractions.

“It affects individuals of low so-
cioeconomic status,” Northam
told state and local leaders in-
side DCC’s Foundation Hall.
“This goes back to something we
saw as unfair.”

The policy sometimes left peo-
ple unable to work so they could
earn money to pay those costs.

“How are you supposed to pay
your fees and fines if you can’t
get back to work?” Northam
said.

As of May, the Department of
Motor Vehicles cataloged 7,019

Danville residents and 2,187 in
Pittsylvania County as having
their licenses suspended for fail-
ing to pay court fines and costs
in addition to other reasons.

“While individuals who had
their licenses suspended for
other reasons [in addition to
fines/fees] may not be automati-
cally eligible starting July 1, this
policy will significantly impact
them,” Northam spokeswoman
Alena Yarmosky wrote in an
email Wednesday. “They are one
step closer to reinstatement, and

they are no longer blocked due
to an inability to pay.”

As for those the number of
people in the region who had
their licenses suspended solely
for failure to pay fines and court
costs, Danville had 2,723 resi-
dents and Pittsylvania County
had 1,028 as of last December,
said DMV spokeswoman Brady
Brubaker.

Figures for reinstatements
were not available from DMV.

Northam visits for license change
REINSTATEMENTS

Governor says old policy left people unable to
work during driver’s license reinstatement event
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