
6 5 6 5 2 5 1 0 6 7 1 2

INDEX WEATHER

HIGH LOW
88 64

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be mostly sunny and humid.
Tonight will be partly cloudy and humid.
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The more than $7.7 million Eastman
Chemical plans to spend to expand
its manufacturing presence in Henry
County will create $67,775 in new annual
taxes for the county, Mark Heath, presi-
dent and CEO of the Martinsville-Henry
County Economic Development Corp.,
said Wednesday.

That’s the same amount of tax revenue,
he said, that would be gen-
erated if 122 homes valued
at $100,000 each were to be
built.

Several dozen people
— including county, city,
education, business and
community officials and
leaders — attended an an-
nouncement at the Henry
County Administration
Building that Eastman
would add capacity at its
facilities at Patriot Centre
Industrial Park and expand
into the former Stanley
Furniture facility in the
adjacent Bowles Industrial
Park.

This expansion would
create more production
space at Eastman’s ware-
house in the Patriot Centre,
which supports an addi-
tional facility in the busi-
ness park as well as East-

man’s production facility in Fieldale. The
warehouse functions will move into the
building that formerly housed Stanley,
which Eastman will lease.

“With this investment, we are going
to add additional production space at
both of our manufacturing sites [Fieldale
and the Patriot Centre],” Brad Belote, a
spokesperson for Eastman, wrote in an
email. “We’ll also be relocating our ware-
housing operations into the former Stan-
ley Furniture facility in the Bowles Indus-
trial Park. The money will go toward the
purchase of new production equipment
and the relocation work.

By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Hundreds of people attended
Martinsville Police Department-
coordinated National Night Out
events on Tuesday at First Bap-
tist Church of East Martinsville
and Refuge Temple Holiness
Church.

Activities included singing
groups, tables of free food, dis-
play of fire and EMS vehicles,
inflatables for children, and an
opportunity for police and the
public to communicate.

Avery Preston, pastor of Great-
er Love Ministries, was one of
the church leaders involved in
helping put on the event at First
Baptist Church of East Martins-
ville.

“I think it’s great anytime the
people can come together and
fellowship in this community,”
he said. “I think is a positive
thing, especially with all the vio-
lence going on in our nation. It is
good to be able to come together
with people and share some love
and food and fun and just enjoy
the evening.

“This is a strong message that
we can abide together regardless
of ethnic backgrounds, religious
backgrounds, whatever, We
should all have a common bond,
and I think that’s demonstrated
here tonight that we are all hu-
man, that we all want the same
thing out of life . We just want to
enjoy life and have peace with
one another. It’s sending a strong
message that regardless of race,
color or creed we come together
to do some positive things.”

‘THIS IS FOR KEEPING OUR NEIGHBORHOODS SAFE’
Hundreds attend National Night Out events at Martinsville churches
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Sanai Hairston of Ridgeway (front left) serves Regina Carter of Martinsville
at National Night Out at First Baptist Church of East Martinsville.

By Holly Kozelsky
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Martinsville High School seniors
said they were feeling sentimental
about their “last first day,” as Jaden
Carolina put it, while freshmen were
ready to take on new freedoms and
experiences.

Jaden said he woke up cheerful, but
the bittersweet realization that this was

his last year as a high-
schooler hit him as
soon as he entered
the school’s doors,
and then he felt sad
about his public
school years coming

to an end.
“It’s a crazy experience,” James Rich-

ardson said. “We are seniors now. We
made it. It’s a big accomplishment.”

“It’s emotional walking” into school
on the first day as a senior, J’Cari Wat-
kins said.

The three have known each other
since kindergarten – and two of them
since day care.

Jaden laughed that the way he and
J’Cari met was that J’Cari “stole my
cookie” when they were little, and
they’ve been pals ever since.

“High school’s a place you can come
to find yourself and see who you really
are.You make life-lasting bonds,” J’Cari
said, gesturing toward his two friends.

Milestones they’ve been through in-
clude “getting out of middle school”
and “making those kinds of grades
where you can advance,” James said.

Meanwhile, staying out of trouble
was a good milestone for Jaden, he
said, and J’Cari looked back on hav-
ing grown “as a person” during the past
years.

J’Cari said he plans “to do better than
what I did last year and stay focused.”

Jaden plans to “do good in school but
do better on the football field.” He’s
also thinking of making a legacy and
an impact. “I want to leave something
behind for the freshmen,” sophomores
and juniors who come after him, he
said.

“Be an example” for the younger
kids, James said.

Time to ‘make every day count’
Seniors, freshmen at Martinsville High School talk about

their first days —and last first days — of high school
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Students enter Martinsville High School on the first day of school.

As the Manns kids, Safarii and Taimir, walk into school, Taimon Manns is ready to take
their pictures. China Martin is carrying Taiyon Manns.
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