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East Texas school districts suddenly are 
tentatively looking to return to school on 
Monday after having a week of  classes in-
terrupted by two historic winter storms that 
blew through the state.

Winter storms one and two dumped al-
most a foot of  snow on the region this week 
and lingering record low temperatures kept 
it in place, leading to most East Texas dis-
tricts to either cancel classes completely or 
be forced to switch to virtual only.

As of  Friday evening, Marshall ISD is still 
set to return to in-person classes on Mon-
day after having students learn from home 
through virtual classes this week.

Hallsville ISD Superintendent Jeff  Col-
lum said his district will also return to 
in-person classes on Monday after having 
classes canceled this week due to the linger-
ing snowfall.

Jefferson ISD Superintendent Rob Barn-
well said his district also hopes to return to 
in-person classes on Monday after switching 
his students to virtual learning only the past 
week.

Schools look 
to tentatively 
return Monday

BY WYNDI VEIGEL
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After more than a week of  subzero tem-
peratures, the city of  Marshall has been 
dealing with water concerns, impassable 
roads and emergencies.

“As temperatures begin to rise, icicles and 
rooftop snow are the latest danger facing 
the public during this unprecedented win-
ter storm. Freezing temperatures have led 
to the build-up of  ice and snow on homes, 
carports, buildings and cell phone towers,” 
the city released in a statement. “We have 
seen social media posts of  collapsed build-
ings, carports, and businesses today due to 
the tremendous weight of  the snow and ice. 
Continued cold temperatures with period 
of  slight warming have created icicles that 

City deals 
with brunt 
of storm
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A Longview man used this week’s snowfall 
to check an item off  his personal bucket list: to 
build an igloo.

An igloo with a 10-foot radius and that is al-
most 6 feet tall at its highest point sits in Zahck 
Israel’s front yard in Longview.

“I’ve seen where people have built igloos be-
fore, but we never get the right kind of  weather 
for it. I always told myself  if  it happens, I’m go-
ing to build one,” Israel said Wednesday. “All of  
a sudden, the weather was here.”

When this week’s snowfall arrived, Israel 
immediately began watching YouTube videos 
to bring ideas together for how to construct the 
igloo.

Israel is no stranger to construction. He owns 

Longview Cabinets, which makes cabinets and 
other types of  furniture such as bookcases. He 
also co-owns Ollie’s Skate Shop in downtown 
Longview.

When the snow arrived, he started making 
snow bricks by using Tupperware containers 
that he packed with snow. Israel said he made 
sure to use snow that was a little wet from sit-
ting in the sun because it packed into the con-
tainer better.

He let the containers sit until the snow bricks 
hardened and he could pick them up.

“There was a little bit of  a learning curve to 
figure out just how to stack them together,” he 
said.

The most difficult aspect was finding a way 
to close the top, he noted.

Longview man uses storm as opportunity check off bucket list item
Zahck 
Israel sits 
inside an 
igloo he 
built this 
week us-
ing snow 
in his front 
yard in 
Longview. 
Building 
it was on 
his bucket 
list.
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Marshall is no stranger to 
snowfall events that brought 
the city to a standstill. Here’s a 
look back at a few historic snow 
events.

“Relief  From Blizzard Is Ex-
pected Today” read the head-

line of  the Jan. 19, 1930 news-
paper, telling of  the lowest 
temperature on record in years: 
-5 degrees.

“With the force of  the two-
day blizzard already spent, all 
of  Texas tonight turned atten-
tion to damage done by the 
cutting winds and sub-freezing 
temperatures… The lowest tem-

perature in the state today was 
reported at Vernon in North 
Texas where the thermometer 
nose-dived to 12 degrees below 
zero. At Houston an all-time low 
record of  five and one-half  de-
grees above was recorded. The 
warmest spot in the state was at 
Brownsville where the mercury 
reached 24 above.”

In East Texas, the newspaper 
reported negative five degrees 
early Saturday.

“Throughout the day, resi-
dents who braved the intense 
cold peeped from mufflers and 
upturned collars as they slowly 
and cautiously made their way 

Past Marshall snowfalls also brought city to standstill

JESSICA HARKER 
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S
ince Monday, Marshall, 
much like a large portion 
of  the state, has seen an 
unprecedented winter 

storm, which according to 
the National Weather Service 
blanketed East Texas in over 
six inches of  snow.

Freezing temperatures 
and heavy precipitation first 
occurred on Sunday night, 
causing local schools, and a 
number of  local businesses, to 
shut down before the week even 
began.

Freezing temperatures 
continued through Monday, 
Feb. 15 before Tuesday, Feb. 16 
night once again saw a heavy 
snow fall, with freezing rain 

East Texas faces weather-related issues throughout week
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A cardinal is seen in a burst of 
red against the white snow.

UNPRECEDENTED TIME

Alexander Gould/News Messenger Photo

Due to dangerous roadways, citizens 
ventured out on foot on Wednesday.

Ashley Madewell/Special to the News Messenger

Faith Madewell is seen through a 
frozen bubble while playing outside 
in the snow on Wednesday. See more 
snow photos on Page 8A. 
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