
ONLINE

Go online to view
archives and the latest 
news and updates.

MarshallNewsMessenger.com

THE MARSHALL

NEWS MESSENGER
MarshallNewsMessenger.com

MARSHALL, TEXAS WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2020 50 CENTS

50 CENTS

VOL. 142
NO. 63

16 PAGES INSIDE
Mavs look 
for deeper 
run in 2nd 
year with 

Doncic, 
Page 1B

Don’t take Bill of 
Rights for granted,
Page 4A

Scene Two: Photos 
from weekend 
events, Page 6A

TODAY’S
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Mostly cloudy, 
10% chance 
of rain. High 
48, low 30.

For a seven-day forecast, see page 3B.
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Two county offices recently closed to 
the public due to COVID-19 exposure, 
County Judge Chad Sims confirmed.

“Right now, we have two offices that 
are closed, the tax office and the district 
clerk’s office,” he informed. “There are 
people in those offices working; we just 
have them closed to the public.”

District Clerk Sherry Griffis and 
County Tax Collector/Assessor Veron-
ica King both announced last week that 
they were closing their offices due to 
COVID-19.

“Certainly we’ve had some cases of  
people that have been exposed. We just 
want to be overly cautious and certain-
ly not expose the public,” Judge Sims 
said Tuesday. “These are both elected 
officials that run those offices, and the 
operations of  those offices are at their 
discretion.

“Certainly, I support their decision 
either way,” he said. “Their concern, as 
is mine, is for the safety of  our staff  and 
the public, of  course.”

Judge Sims said while those two of-
fices are temporary closed to the pub-
lic, the county doesn’t have immedi-
ate plans to close the courthouse, as a 
whole.

“We know the virus is out there and 
we’re asking our folks and the public 
to be extra cautious,” the county judge 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

On Sunday at around 2:15 a.m. the 
Marshall Police Department was noti-
fied of  a one vehicle crash that occurred 
just inside the city limits of  Marshall in 
the 6100 block of  Elysian Fields Avenue.

Preliminary investigation indicates 
that a pickup truck travelling north on 
Elysian Fields Avenue into Marshall 
crossed over the southbound lane and 
left the roadway on the west side of  
Elysian Fields Avenue where it struck 
a tree.

The sole occupant and driver of  the 
vehicle, Zachary Garcia, 28, of  Marshall, 
was deceased at the scene of  the crash.

This accident remains under investi-
gation by Marshall Police Department 
traffic division. Chief  of  Police Carruth 
and the Marshall Police Department 
would like to offer their deepest condo-
lences to Mr. Garcia’s family and friends 
during this incredibly difficult time.

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

Texas Department of  Transpor-
tation, TxDOT, has revealed plans 
for safety lighting to be installed at 
area highway intersections as well 
as safety cable systems to help pre-
vent head-on accidents.

According to Marcus Sandifer, 
TxDOT public information officer 
for the Atlanta District, eight in-
tersections in the northeast Texas 
area will receive improved light-
ing systems during the upcoming 

year. The plans were approved this 
month.

One of  those intersections 
scheduled for lighting additions is 
in Harrison County and the other 
is in neighboring Marion County. 
The intersection scheduled for im-
proved lighting in Harrison Coun-
ty is State Highway 43 at Farm-
to-Market Road 2625. The one in 
Marion is at FM 248 at FM 2683.

“Nighttime lighting systems at 
the intersections that will have 
energy efficient LED lighting and 
will better illuminate the road-

ways,” Rebecca Wells, Director 
of  Transportation Operations for 
TxDOT in Atlanta, said in a state-
ment. “The LED lights are bright-
er and more cost efficient than our 
old lighting systems.”

Sandifer noted that work on the 
projects should begin in March 
and take about a year to complete.

Sandifer noted that a new safety 
cable system will be erected in the 
highway medians on U.S. Highway 
59 to help prevent head-on colli-
sions. Plans were approved in No-
vember for the cable barriers to be 

installed over the next few months 
along six areas of  U.S. 59 in Har-
rison, Marion, Panola, Bowie and 
Cass Counties.

“Head-on accidents caused by 
vehicles crossing the median on 
divided highway systems can be 
some of  the deadliest,” Sandifer 
indicated. “A new safety cable 
system being installed in the me-
dian between opposing lanes of  
traffic hopes to drastically reduce 
the likelihood of  these type acci-
dents.”

In Harrison County, cable barri-

ers will be placed, starting 1 mile 
south of  FM 1997 to FM 1793; and 
from FM 1186 to the Panola Coun-
ty line. In Marion County, the ca-
ble barrier will start from Cass 
County line to 2 miles north of  
State Highway 49. In Panola Coun-
ty, the cable barrier will start from 
the Harrison County line to Loop 
149.

Wendy Starkes, area engineer 
for TxDOT in Marshall explained 
that the safety cable system has 
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J
EFFERSON — Jefferson’s Opera 
House Theatre Players got a merry 
start to the Christmas holiday by 

hosting two full house performances of  its 
second USO style show, “It’s a USO Christ-
mas” last week in Jefferson.

Performing a two night show at the 
Jefferson VFW Post 10373, the members 
of  the Texas Opera House Theatre Players 
brought back fan favorite characters of  
Bob Hope, Frank Sinatra, Marilyn Monroe 
and Lucille Ball for, “It’s a USO Christ-
mas.”

The TOHP first tackled a USO style show 
in July for a patriotic themed Indepen-
dence Day production.

The performances featured songs, skits 
and comedy, brought together by Director 
Marcia Thomas.

“This show fashioned a Christ-
mas-themed musical and skit revue 
around some famous names played by 
some regular and new Players recruits,” 
Thomas said. “One of  the new faces for 
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The city of  Marshall ap-
proved a revision to the Small 
Business Grant program crite-
ria this week.

Stormy Nickerson, city 
spokesperson, said that as there 
is still ample money available 
through the program, the city 
decided to alter its criteria to 
best accommodate businesses 
with only one or two employees.

The grant program provides a 
one-time reimbursement of  up 
to $2,500 to companies who have 
purchased equipment, supplies, 
software, PPE, and faced finan-
cial hardship to adapt their 
business to state and federal 
guidelines after March 1, 2020.

New qualifications include:
Businesses must have five or 

fewer employees. The previous 
requirement stated the busi-
ness must have three or more 
employees.

Businesses must have been 
open and operating since Janu-
ary 1, 2020.

Locally owned small business 
with a storefront inside the city 
limits of  Marshall, Texas.

Businesses must be sales-tax 
producing.

The grant application must 
include paid receipts with ex-
planation of  the purpose of  the 
purchase.

The city of  Marshall encour-
ages businesses to apply again if  

they were denied previously due 
to the number of  employees. 

The new application is avail-
able at the Community and Eco-
nomic Development Office at 
City Hall or online at https://
www.marshalltexas.net/Docu-
mentCenter/View/1062/Small-
Business-Grant-Fund-Updat-
ed-1215.

For more information, con-
tact, Shameia Ruffins, Commu-
nity Development Coordinator, 
at 903-935-4453.

Jefferson’s Opera House Theatre Players host vintage holiday show

Neil Abele/Special to the News Messenger

Opera House Theatre Players director Marcia Thomas, center, portrayed Marilyn Maxwell in the “It’s a USO Christmas” 
revue held recently at the VFW Post 10373 in Jefferson. Also pictured are Gerogie Wardlaw, who sang “White Christ-
mas”; her father, Joe Wardlaw; Sara Davis; Shinar, and board member Jane Maddox as Marilyn Monroe.

Neil Abele/Special to the News Messenger 

The four Santa’s perform in the “Lucy show” skit that was part of the “It’s A USO 
Christmas” show by the Texas Opera House Theatre Players. Pictured are, left to 
right, Joe Todaro (as Rickey), Sara Davis (as Lucy), Joe Wardlaw (as Fred) and 
Penny Mann (as Ethel on Saturday; Lisa Daye played the role on Friday). 

A USO CHRISTMAS

City sets new criteria for Small Business Grant program
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