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TODAY’S
WEATHER

Partly cloudy, 
10% chance 
of rain. High 
81, low 64.

For a seven-day forecast, see page 8B.

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

Harrison County has had an impres-
sive voter turnout for the first week of  
early voting in the Nov. 3 General Elec-
tion, with 20 percent of registered voters 
casting ballots.

“Wow… That’s a total of 9,255 check-
ins,” Elections Administrator Donald 
Robinette reported Saturday, noting 
that was the turnout for four full days — 
Tuesday, Oct. 13, through Friday, Oct. 16.

Multiple Ballots
To accommodate the heavy turnout, 

Robinette said he’s ordered additional 
paper ballots and is printing more to 
have available at the various early voting 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Rush Harris, CEcD, has been selected 
to serve as the new Executive Director 
of the Marshall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation w(Marshall EDC) by 
a unanimous vote of the organization’s 
Board of Directors. Harris will be replac-
ing, Donna Maisel, 
CEcD who announced 
her retirement last 
month. Harris previ-
ously held the title of  
Director of Business 
Services for Marshall 
EDC and has worked 
with the EDC for over 
six years.

“I am honored to 
serve as the Executive 
Director of our local economic develop-
ment organization. Not everyone gets 
the opportunity to engage in a profession 
they are passionate about, much less, to 
do so in your own hometown,” said Har-
ris. “Over the past 12 years, Donna has 
led a professional organization through 
good and bad times, with a focus on em-
ployment, industry growth, and continu-
ous internal improvement. I will contin-
ue that, as well as address the issues and 
opportunities of the future.”

FROM STAFF REPORTS

East Texas Baptist University met 
Tuesday with members of the Nu-Town 
Revitalization Group (NRG), a local 
non-profit organization that strives to 
promote social, educational, and eco-
nomic awareness to improve the Mar-
shall community. University President 
J. Blair Blackburn presented co-found-
ers Chris Frazier, Tasha Williams, and 
Anna Ansari with a donation of $1,500 
toward the creation of NRG’s forthcom-
ing Educational Resource Center and 
Youth Recreation Center.

“This donation will help us get the 
essentials we need to bring our plans to 
fruition,” Frazier said. “We’re starting 
from scratch, so we need everything — 
office supplies, desks, chairs, computers. 

We’ll also be renovating our future facil-
ity, so once we get our building together, 
we can do everything we want to, such 
as open after-school programs and offer 
adult education classes.”

Nu-Town Revitalization Group was 
recently granted nonprofit status by 
the state of Texas, and their soon-to-
be-opened Education Resource Center 
will offer a variety of services to both 
adults and children, including tutoring, 
computer access, homework assistance, 
and resume-building. The organization 
hopes to serve the Marshall community 
and give hope for the future through the 
gift of education.

“When I was growing up, we did not 
have these avenues for community 

ETBU gives $1,500 donation to newly formed Nu-Town Revitalization Group
University Pres-
ident J. Blair 
Blackburn presents 
NRG co-founders 
Chris Frazier, Tasha 
Williams, and Anna 
Ansari with a do-
nation of $1,500 
toward the creation 
of the forthcoming 
Educational Re-
source Center and 
Youth Recreation 
Center.

Special to the News Messenger

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.

COM

A
fter losing their daugh-
ter to domestic violence 
in May 2018, Marshall 

pastor and Wiley College pro-
fessor Dr. Tracy Andrus and 
wife, Sonya, have opened up 
two safe houses, in Harrison 
County, to provide victims a 
place of  refuge.

The properties — appro-
priately named “Heather’s 
House” in honor of  their 
37-year-old daughter Heather 
Mouton — were dedicated on 
Saturday with a ceremonial 
ribbon cutting. Andrus was 
overcome with emotion as he 
thanked all in attendance for 
sharing in the special moment, 
which was also observed as 
a part of  National Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.

“This house is something 
that has come to fruition that 
we’ve been praying about,” 
said Andrus, who is pastor of  
Edwards Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church in Marshall 
and director of  the Lee P. 
Brown Criminal Justice Insti-
tute at Wiley College.

“My daughter lost her life 

through domestic violence, 
being shot point-blank range 
by her husband,” he said.

The tragedy occurred 
in Andrus’ hometown and 
daughter’s city of  residency, 

Crowley, Louisiana. Crowley 
police recorded it as the town’s 
first homicide of  the year, and 
dubbed it as a “deadly case of  
domestic violence.”

According to news reports, 

Heather tragically sustained 
two shots in the head. Sadly, 
the murder occurred just 
shortly after Heather, who 
was also a mother, had finally 
found the strength to leave her 
husband and file for a re-
straining order. Her husband, 
Demetric Savoy, had just been 
served the order the day he 
took her life.

Although painful, the 
Andrus family said they’re 
grateful to be able to bless 
others through the tragedy, by 
offering safe homes in Heath-
er’s memory, through the 
Tracy Andrus Foundation.

A Safe Haven
Andrus stood beside a bou-

quet of  purple balloons and a 
pair of  Bibles, on Saturday, as 
he kicked off  the ribbon cut-
ting with a prayer of  thanks-
giving.

“It’s been a blessing because 
now I understand better what 
people go through when they 
don’t have a place to go and I 
understand more about domes-
tic violence; and God put it on 
our hearts to do something for 
our community in memory of  

Pastor opens up ‘safe house’ in memory of slain daughter
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At center, Tracy and Sonya Andrus, are joined by District 5 Marshall City Commissioner Vernia Calhoun, Shonnetta 
Green Blondia Martin, and District 2 City Commissioner Leo Morris at a ribbon cutting ceremony Saturday for “Heather’s 
House,” a local safe haven for domestic violence victims.
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A portrait of 37-year-old Heather Mouton, who lost her life 
in May 2018 due to domestic violence, hangs in a safe 
home, named Heather’s House, in her honor. Heather’s par-
ents Tracy and Sonya Andrus founded Heather’s House in 
Harrison County to serve as a refuge for domestic violence 
victims. A ribbon cutting for the property was held Saturday 
in Marshall.
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