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BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

A Thursday night house 
fire at 2108 Carter’s Ferry 
Road in Marshall has left a 
family of  two displaced.

Fortunately, no one was 
home as the occupants — 
two sisters — were away on 
a cruise.

“We know it started in the 
back room where the laun-
dry room was,” City Fire 
Marshal Joey Dunagan said 
while assessing the damage 
Friday.

“We’re just sifting through, 
seeing what we can find,” he 

said.
Dunagan said the fire de-

partment was alerted of  
the fire at 9:21 p.m. The fire 
was called in by a passerby 
who saw the flames billow-
ing from the dead-end street 
while driving on Loop 390.

“There are no houses next 
door,” Dunagan said. “When 
the fire crew got here it was 
fully involved, but luckily no-
body was here.

“That’s the blessing out of  
it,” the fire marshal said of  
the home being vacant, at the 
time.

The occupants, siblings 
Brenda Dillard and Jennifer 

Brazzell, had been on a fami-
ly cruise since Monday when 
the fire broke out Thursday.

“That’s my mom and dad’s 
house,” Dillard told the News 
Messenger in a telephone in-
terview Friday after making 
it back on land.

“That’s the family home,” 
Dillard said, sharing she’s 
been living in it since mov-
ing back from Washington in 
2012 to help take care of  her 
mother.

She said their mother 
passed away in 2017, but the 
two sisters continued to stay 

BY ALEX SAMUELS

TEXAS TRIBUNE

AUSTIN — Two usual po-
litical allies — Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick and the National Rifle 
Association — traded rhetori-
cal blows Friday after Patrick 
continued to advocate for re-
quiring background checks 
for stranger-to-stranger gun 
sales.

Calling his support for the 
background checks a “politi-
cal gambit,” the National Rifle 
Association Institute for Leg-
islative Action said in a state-

ment that Patrick’s “‘propos-
als’ would resurrect the same 
broken, Bloomberg-funded 
failures that were attempted 
under the Obama administra-
tion.”

“The NRA remains at the 
forefront of legitimate efforts 
to combat crime in our coun-
try,” the group wrote. “We en-
courage Lt. Gov. Patrick to join 
us in support of the same.”

The statement referenced 
former New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, one of the 
most prominent gun control 
advocates in the country.

In Texas, person-to-person 
sales of firearms do not re-
quire background checks, but 
after two mass shootings in 
Texas in less than a month — 
one in El Paso and one in Mid-
land-Odessa — the lieutenant 
governor has openly support-
ed closing the supposed loop-
hole. President Donald Trump 
has also endorsed the idea.

The man who fatally shot 
seven people in West Texas, 
Seth Aaron Ator, was feder-
ally barred from possessing a 
firearm, ABC News reported. 
It was later reported that he 

purchased his weapon in a 
private person-to-person sale, 
allowing him to avoid a back-
ground check.

In an interview with Fox 
News last weekend, Patrick 
said the NRA “needs to get be-
hind” Trump on background 
checks for stranger-to-strang-
er gun sales.

And in an extensive inter-
view with The Dallas Morning 
News on Friday, Patrick called 
it “common sense” to tight-
en background check laws 
because in many instances, 
buyers in stranger-to-strang-

er sales aren’t required to be 
vetted through a federal da-
tabase before they purchase 
firearms.

“That gap of stranger to 
stranger we have to close, in 
my view,” Patrick told the 
News. “Look, I’m a solid NRA 
guy … but not expanding the 
background check to elimi-
nate the stranger to stranger 
sale makes no sense to me and 
... most folks.”

Over the past few days, both 
Patrick, who presides over 
the state Senate, and House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen have 

appointed lawmakers in their 
chambers to committees on 
mass violence prevention and 
community safety.

Both Republicans directed 
their committees to examine 
ways to keep firearms out of  
the hands of felons — and 
others who would not pass 
a federal background check 
— while protecting Second 
Amendment rights.

– The Texas Tribune is a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit media organization that in-
forms Texans — and engages with them — 
about public policy, politics, government 
and statewide issues.

Sisters displaced after home lost in fire
Marshall 
Assistant Fire 
Marshal Scott 
Barmore 
investigates 
the cause of 
a fire Friday 
that took the 
home of two 
sisters at 
2108 Carter’s 
Ferry Road 
Thursday 
night.
Robin Y. Richardson 
News Messenger Photo

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

Festival goers will heat up the street 
Saturday, Sept. 14, as Century 21-A Se-
lect Group and Burris Property Man-
agement present the inaugural Salsa 
Dancing Contest at the 2019 East Taco 
Fest in downtown Marshall, featuring 
free lessons from instructor Sal Land-
eros.

“We’re having this salsa dance-off  and 
I anticipate a lot of  people in East Tex-
as saying I don’t know how to salsa, but 
that’s OK because we’re going to have 
a salsa dancing class at 4:30 p.m.,” said 
Gai Bennett, events manager for M. Rob-
erts Media, owner of  the Marshall News 
Messenger. “So we’re going to teach you 
how to salsa dance and then you get to 
strut your new skills at the competition.

“So it’s a two for one — you get a free 
lesson and you get to show your skills 
off,” she said.

The second annual festival is orga-
nized by the Marshall News Messenger 
and presented by main sponsor, Patter-
son Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram.

Salsa dancing is the newest activity to 
join the agenda. Class begins at 4:30 p.m. 
and the contest kicks off  at 6:15 p.m.

“They’re both going to be fun,” said 
Bennett.

She said organizers are pleased to 
have Sal Landeros, owner of  All About 
Dance Studio in Tyler, as the instructor.

“He’s a professional ballroom danc-
er and teaches ballroom dancing for 20 
years,” said Bennett.

“It’s going to be a blast,” she said.
Participants should start gathering 

about 4:15 p.m. for the class. Lessons and 
participation in the contest are free, but 
admission into the festival is required.

Tickets for the 2019 East Texas Taco 
Festival are currently on sale at the 
website, eventbrite.com. General admis-
sion tickets are $10 for a wrist band. VIP 
tickets, which include entry to a VIP 
section, two drink coupons, snacks and 
hors d’oeuvres are $40. Admission for 
kids ages 12 and younger is free.

Salsa dancing 
brings the heat 
to downtown 
Taco Fest

STAFF REPORTS

Members of  the communi-
ty will gather with local law 
enforcement and government 
officials next week to honor 
and remember lives lost in the 
terrorist attacks on the U.S. 18 
years ago.

The annual 9/11 Prayer Ser-
vice will take place at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 at Tele-
graph Park in historic down-
town Marshall.

The 30-minute service is 

hosted by the Harrison County 
Firefighters Association 9/11 
Prayer Service Committee in 
coordination with the city of  
Marshall and the various fire 
and law enforcement depart-
ments in Marshall and Harri-
son County.

It’s purpose is to honor and 
remember the firefighters, 
first responders and members 
of  law enforcement, the mil-
itary and civilians who lost 

NEVER 

FORGET

Annual 9/11 Community Prayer 
Service set for Sept. 11 in Marshall
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Joseph Bennett, a firefighter with Emergency Services District No. 4 and a member of the Harrison County Firefighters Associ-
ation Honor Guard, stand at attention during the posting of the colors at the 2016 9/11 Memorial Prayer Service in Marshall.

News Messenger File Photo

A Texas highway patrol officer bows his head during a 
moment of silence at 8:46 a.m. during a past 9/11 
Memorial Prayer Service in Marshall.

Marshall Fire Chief 
Reggie Cooper 
speaks to attendees 
during as past 9/11 
Memorial Prayer Ser-
vice on the Harrison 
County Courthouse 
square in Marshall.
News Messenger File Photo

Lt. Gov. Patrick, National Rifle Association feud over background checks
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