
BY JESSICA HARKER 
JHARKER@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

Even though four arrests on riot par-
ticipation were made this week, Mar-
shall PD is still looking for answers 
from community members regarding a 
recent shooting. The riot arrest charges 
stem from the June 15 fatal shooting 
of  Demarcus Sheppard at Bella Wyatt 
Park.

On Tuesday, detectives with the Mar-
shall Police Department obtained arrest 
warrants for several individuals from 
the shooting at the park on East Rusk in 
Marshall.

According to MPD Public Informa-
tion Officer Lieutenant Len Ames, the 
incident began as a planned fight and 
quickly escalated to gunfire resulting 
in one person, Sheppard, being shot and 

c r i t i c a l l y 
i n j u r e d . 
S h e p p a r d 
died from 
his injury 
on Tues-
day.

A r r e s t s 
i n c l u d e 
John Hen-
ry Van III 
and Ja’Von 
Henry Van, 21, Christopher Lamar 
Brown, 24, and Jacarrion Green, 18, all 
of  Marshall.

There are additional suspects that 
have been positively identified as being 
involved in the shooting at Bella Wyatt 
Park that have outstanding warrants 
and are currently being sought.

The Marshall Police Department is 

asking anyone who witnessed the events 
that night come forward and provide 
information to the investigating detec-
tives, or they can provide information 
anonymously to Marshall/Harrison 
Crimestoppers at 903-935-9965.

The P3 app is also an anonymous plat-
form that can be used to submit infor-
mation.
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TODAY’S
WEATHER

30% chance of 
thunderstorms. 
High 90, low 
73. 

For a seven-day forecast, see page 4B.

BY JESSICA HARKER 
JHARKER@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

Two counterpetitions have been 
created by Marshall citizens to 
keep the Confederate statue in its 
current location outside of  the Har-
rison County courthouse in down-
town Marshall.

The two petitions are a response 
to one recently created by Mar-
shall Against Violence president 
Demetria McFarland, who created 
a petition over a week ago that calls 
for the removal of  the statue from 

courthouse grounds.
McFarland also spoke to Har-

rison County Commissioner’s on 
June 24 to discuss her reasons for 
wanting the statue removed, refer-
ring to it as a symbol of  white su-
premacy.

Community member LeighAnn 
Buchanan was present during Mc-
Farland’s presentation, and was one 
of  the community members who 
began a petition against the statues 
removal. Buchanan’s petition can 
be found at https://www.change.
org/p/city-of-marshall-preserve-

history-by-not-giving-in-to-people-
that-take-advantage-of-other-events

This petition was begun three 
days ago and has over 1,700 signa-
tures since Friday.

Buchanan said that she began 
the petition, as well as a Facebook 
group called “Save our Soldier”, 
because she believes removing the 
statue would be akin to erasing a 
piece of  history.

“This is about the preservation 
of  history,” she said. “We need to 
learn from history and sometimes 
those hard lessons are painful, but 

that means we need to learn from 
them.”

She said that the meaning of  the 
statue, in her opinion, is to honor 
the young men who died in the Civil 
War, and its true meaning is being 
misrepresented in the public.

Buchanan said she is against 
moving the statue at all, but instead 
proposed that a new statue be added 
to the west side of  the courthouse of  
James Farmer.

Farmer was an esteemed Amer-
ican civil rights leader and activist 
who was a native of  Marshall.

“I feel like by adding this statue 
we can have a more full represen-
tation of  our local history on the 
courthouse,” she said.

Another petition against the stat-
ue removal was begun by communi-
ty member Susan Chamberlain on 
Tuesday, and has over 1,100 signa-
tures as of  Friday.

Chamberlain’s petition can be 
found at https://www.change.
org/p/har rison-county-mar-
shall-texas-save-our-historical-stat-

FROM WIRE AND STAFF REPORTS

Republican Gov. Greg Abbott shut down 
bars in Texas again Friday and scaled back 
restaurant dining, the most dramatic re-
versals yet as confirmed coronavirus cases 
surge to record levels after the state em-
barked on one of America’s fastest reopen-
ings.

The abrupt closures began just days after 
Abbott described shutting down business 
as a last resort, and reflect how urgently 
Texas is scrambling to contain what is now 
one of the nation’s biggest hotspots. In the 
last four days alone, Texas has reported 
more than 23,000 confirmed new cases, and 
Friday surpassed 5,000 hospitalizations for 
the first time — a threefold increase from a 
month ago.

“At this time, it is clear that the rise in 
cases is largely driven by certain types of  
activities, including Texans congregating in 
bars,” Abbott said. “The actions in this ex-
ecutive order are essential to our mission to 
swiftly contain this virus and protect public 
health.”

In Marshall, American Legion Post 267 
Commander Mark Haines, is worried and 
frustrated with the recent closures.

“We have a wonderful finance person who 

STAFF REPORTS

Harrison County suffered two more 
COVID-19 related deaths on Friday, 
County Judge Chad Sims reported.

The county was also notified of  three 
new cases and 10 more recoveries.

“Please continue to pray for these 
families who are enduring these person-
al losses,” Judge Sims encouraged.

Of  the 288 cumulative total of  positive 
cases for the county, 30 have ended in 
death and 197 have been recoveries, for a 
current total of  61 active cases.

In neighboring Marion County, Judge 
Leward LaFleur reported one additional 
active case of  COVID-19.

He noted that of  the cumulative total 
of  24 positive cases for Marion County, 
one resulted in a fatality, and 17 are con-
sidered recovered, for a current total of  
six active cases.

“Please continue to pray for those af-
fected by this virus,” LaFleur urged.

Statewide cases

According to the latest statistics on 
the Department of  State Health Services 

BY BRIDGET ORTIGO

BORTIGO@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

UNCERTAIN — While some 
local events are being postponed 
or outright canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, one annu-
al tradition on one of  Texas’ few 
natural lakes remains on the 
calendar.

The Uncertain Floating Inde-
pendence Day Parade is set for 
4 p.m. July 4 at Johnson’s Ranch 
Marina on Caddo Lake.

The annual parade features 
any boater who wishes to dec-
orate their vessel and join the 
parade and will also include live 

music and a fireworks display 
this year.

Tildon Gillum will provide 
live music at the event and the 
Ms. Uncertain Pageant will also 
be held during the event.

The boats will be judged for 
their decorations and the fire-
works display on the water will 
begin at dusk.

Johnson’s Ranch Marina is lo-
cated at 5131 Cypress Drive East 
in Uncertain and can be reached 
by phone at 903-789-3213.

For more information about 
the event, follow its Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.
com/events/264986244780791/

Harrison County 
COVID-19 deaths 
continue to rise

Counterpetitions aim to keep statue 
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Flowers are placed in Bella Wyatt Park in remembrance of Demarcus Sheppard who was shot in the park and died 
last week.

SEARCHING FOR ANSWERS
Marshall police still seeking info in recent fatal park shooting
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Uncertain’s annual July Fourth Floating Parade is still on 
and set for July 4 at Johnson’s Ranch at Caddo Lake.

Uncertain’s July 4 floating parade at Caddo Lake still on
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