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Partly cloudy, 
high of 99
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

Marshall firefighters spent the early 
hours of  Monday morning battling two 
structure fires in Marshall.

“At 2:35 a.m., Marshall fire units were 
called to a structure fire at the 800 block of  
Howard street,” Marshall Fire Chief  Reg-
gie Cooper said Monday. “Upon arrival, 
the house was fully engulfed in flames.“

Cooper said the flames from the empty 
home soon touched another nearby unin-
habited home.

“An already dangerous situation was 
intensified by arcing power lines and 
another home very near,“ he said. “Fire 
crews did an outstanding job given the cir-
cumstances. The house next to the initial 
incident sustained fire damage.”

Cooper said fires such as this present 
unique challenges to firefighters.

“In scenarios such as this, you’re deal-
ing with several factors of  trying to bal-
ance the safety of  both fire personnel and 
citizens,” he said. “There was a search 
of  both premises and luckily, no one ap-
peared to be occupying either of  the struc-
tures.”

No injuries were reported and the fire is 
currently under investigation.

Marshall  
firefighters 
battle blaze

An early morning blaze at two unin-
habited homes kept Marshall firefight-
ers busy on Monday, Marshall Fire 
Chief Reggie Cooper said.
Special to the News Messenger/Marshall Fire Department

BY ADAM RUSSELL

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS MESSENGER

The 2019 growing season 
bestowed blessing and curse 
for Texas vineyards, with a 
challenging growing year 
culminating in lower yields 
but the promise of  excep-
tional wines from Texas wine 
grapes.

Early harvest varieties in 
Northeast Texas are bearing 
out the forecast of  high-quali-
ty 2019 fruit.

“This season has been the 
tale of  two extremes for most 
producers,” said Michael 
Cook, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension viticulture pro-

gram special in Denton. “We 
had an exceptionally wet 
spring from the Gulf  Coast to 
Hill Country and High Plains 
over to North Texas. Ample 
rains started in the fall and 
didn’t stop. All that rain was 
a blessing and a curse.”

Vines emerged uniformly 
at bud break due to consis-
tent rains, he said, but strong, 
steady growth required more 
management of  vines. Mois-
ture also meant more intense 
disease pressure from fungal 
pathogens, including black 
rot and downy mildew.

“(Mold) was a major threat 
to producers who were not 
steadfast in their proactive 

management strategies,” 
Cook said. “But I think most 
producers were prepared and 
adapted to the disease pres-
sure.”

Brianna Hoge, AgriLife Ex-
tension viticulture specialist 
in Fredricksburg, said Hill 
Country vineyards also dealt 
with a full array of  bacterial 
and fungal issues.

“Some producers maybe 
sprayed a little late, but it’s 
definitely been a busy sea-
son,” she said. “Disease pres-
sure kept everyone on their 
toes.”

In most vineyards across 
the state, Cook said, low-
er-than-normal yields are 

due to late April storms that 
impacted fruit set during 
bloom.

“The wind, rain and cloudy 
days slightly reduced fruit set 
at that critical time,” he said. 
“Vineyards in the High Plains 
are expecting higher yields 
because their vines were 
not in full bloom when those 
storms were occurring.”

Hoge said Hill Country 
grape yields were similarly 
low but berry weights could 
make up for reduced fruit 
sets. The weather also meant 
vines required less thinning.

Despite slight losses, Cook 

Wine grape quality above average despite challenges in Texas 

Les Hassell/News Messenger File Photo

Gail Masters of Karnack samples a grape while picking in 
July 2017 at Enoch’s Stomp Vineyard & Winery in Harleton.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC

JISAAC@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

A Dallas man says he was 
driving a country road in 
his native Harrison County 
a couple of  weekends ago 
when he found himself  in 
stare-down with another 
man on a horse.

Retired Dallas Morning 
News columnist James Rag-
land describes what hap-
pened the evening of  Aug. 4 
on Floyd Evans Road almost 
like a Western movie but 
says the local sheriff  doesn’t 
appear to be coming to the 
rescue.

Ragland has since posted 
about the incident on social 
media.

On Monday, Harrison 
County Sheriff’s Chief  Dep-
uty B.J. Fletcher issued a 
statement, saying that his 
agency monitors social me-
dia but doesn’t respond to 

allegations on social media.
“This office investigates 

all criminal complaints or 
allegations that could put 
our citizens in danger. If  a 
criminal complaint is sub-
stantiated, it would then be 
referred to the correct court 
of  jurisdiction,” according to 
the statement.

Ragland said Monday that 
the sheriff’s statement “is 
misleading and mischar-
acterizes not only what oc-
curred on Aug. 4, but the 
conversations I had with 

Journalist says he, kids threatened
Harrison County 
Sheriff’s Office 
disputes account

James Ragland posted 
photos he took Aug. 4 
of a horseman whom 
he said produced a 
loosely rolled-up rope 
that Ragland described 
as a noose. Ragland, 
who lives in Dallas, 
encountered the horse-
man while driving down 
Floyd Evans Road in 
his native Harrison 
County to take a young 
relative home.
James Ragland/Facebook Photo

BY BRIDGET ORTIGO

BORTIGO@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

T
he Sam Birmingham 
City Pool, managed by 
the Boys & Girls Club 

of  the Big Pines, is closing its 
doors on Friday — so those 
looking for a fun way to es-
cape the blazing summer heat 
should throw on their suits 
and head on over before the 
splashes are gone.

The pool’s hours this week 
are from 3 to 7 p.m., and the 
cost is $2 per person per swim 
session.

All children under 12 years 
old must be accompanied by a 
person 17 years or older.

Temperatures will not see 
much of  a respite this week, 
with a heat advisory still in 
effect today for the Mar-
shall/Harrison County area, 
according to the National 
Weather Service in Shreve-
port.

“An upper level heat 
ridge will remain in place 
across the Four State Region 
through the early part of  the 
work week,” the heat adviso-
ry said. “High temperatures 
will continue to approach 

ONE 

LAST 

CHANCE

Marshall’s city 
pool closes for 

season on Friday

Bridget Ortigo/News Messenger Photo

Andrew Allison takes advantage of a Monday swim session at the Sam Birmingham 
Municipal Pool in Marshall at the Boys & Girls Club of the Big Pines. The pool will close 
for the season on Friday.

Malajah Mitchell 
takes advantage 
of a Monday swim 
session at the Sam 
Birmingham Munic-
ipal Pool in Mar-
shall at the Boys 
& Girls Club of the 
Big Pines. The pool 
will close for the 
season on Friday.
Bridget Ortigo 
News Messenger Photo
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