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TODAY’S
WEATHER

Mostly cloudy 
with a 30% 
chance of rain. 
High 95. Low 
75.
For a seven-day forecast, see page 3B.
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HALLSVILLE — It’s al-
most time to celebrate a 
birthday 150 years in the 
making as the city of  Halls-
ville prepares for its Sesqui-
centennial Celebration this 
fall.

The home of  the Bobcats 
is set to celebrate its 150th 
anniversary in 2019 and the 
townsfolk are planning to 

make sure it’s one for the 

memory books, with a big 

celebration set for Oct. 24-

27 in downtown Hallsville, 

called the “Hallsville Sesqui-

centennial Celebration.”

“This will be our sesqui-

centennial, which means 150 

years, anniversary celebra-

tion and it will be a week-

end long event,” Committee 

Member Laura Welch said.

The committee has 

planned a jam packed Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday for the 

city’s 150th birthday, first 

with a Historical Section set 

up Friday and Saturday on 

the land across from Halls-

ville City Hall where Shiver’s 

Sno Cones currently sits.

The Historical Section is 

set up by committee member 

Rob Key who also serves as 

an organizer for the annu-

al Battle of  Fort Crawford 

event.

“We will have real Native 

Americans there and they 

will perform a traditional 

dance,” Welch said. “We will 

also have a blacksmith set 

up there, and soap, candle 

and syrup making, as well 

as a leather making. We will 

have teepees and chuck wag-

ons set up and there will be 

a recreation of  the buildings 

in Hallsville from that era, 

including the post office and 

Masonic lodge. Everything 

will be in a historically cor-

rect theme.”

Hallsville ISD students are 

set to visit the Historical sec-

tion for a field trip on Friday.

In addition to the Histor-

ical section, the event will 

host a historic period themed 

parade at 10 a.m. Saturday, 

beginning at Brookshire’s, 

following along on U.S. High-

way 80 East to the Hallsville 

Park.

Wagons will be put on 

trailers for the parade and 

the Hallsville High School 

Bobcat drill team and band 

will join in the parade, as 

well as several antique cars 

and tractors, Welch said.

Immediately following the 

Saturday parade, U.S. Rep. 

Hallsville lines up Sesquicentennial Celebration for late October
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For Earnestine Johnson, teaching 
means making a difference in the 
lives of her students.

Johnson has taught science at Was-
kom Middle School for 45 years, the 
entirety of her career (beginning her 
46th year today). She calls her stu-
dents her kids, and she said she has 
high expectations and aspirations for 
them.

“Many are very successful,”John-
son said. “Many teachers, adminis-
trators, one is an aerospace engineer 
for Boeing. I have a lot of engineers 
and nurses, and the new nurse on our 
campus is one of mine.

“Many of them are very successful; 
many of them are very good parents, 
‘cause I have their children now,” she 

continued. “And so they know what I 
expect, and so they’re very support-
ive.”

Right now, Johnson teaches all the 
seventh graders on campus and half  
of the sixth graders. Seventh grade is 
her favorite.

“Over all three, seventh grade is the 
grade to teach,” she said. “The sixth 
graders are coming over from ele-
mentary, and many of them are very 
immature.

“It takes me usually half the year 
before I’m able to do labs with them 
because they have trouble even sit-
ting, much less trying to handle sci-
ence equipment, and so the seventh 
graders are right in the middle, and 
many of them I’ve already had, and so 
they know what the expectations are 

Longtime teacher continues to make a difference
Stella Wieser/ News Messen-
ger Photo

Waskom Middle 
School science 
teacher Earnes-
tine Johnson has 
many science-re-
lated posters 
hung around 
her classroom. 
She will begin 
her 46th year of 
teaching — all at 
the same school 
— when students 
arrive on campus 
Wednesday.

WASKOM MIDDLE SCHOOL
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WASKOM — Waskom City Council 
adopted an ordinance on Tuesday set-
ting the 2019 tax rate the same as last 
year’s.

After accepting the 2019 certifica-
tion of  taxable value as presented by 
chief  appraiser Robert Lisman, the 
council chose to go with the same tax 
rate, which is $0.287730 cents per $100 
assessed valuation instead of  the pro-
posed tax rate of  $0.280767 cents per 
$100 assessed valuation.

Mayor Jesse Moore said since the 
certification of  taxable value showed a 
new value of  $519,610 for Waskom, the 
city decided to stick to the same tax rate 
as last year’s.

“Since we had the increase in value 
… it’ll generate (an estimate of) $15,705 
income for the city,” Moore said, ex-
pounding why the council decided to go 
with the current tax rate.

At the proposed tax rate, the city 
wouldn’t have gained any money, he 
explained. Public hearings to discuss 
the tax rate are set for Aug. 27 and Sept. 
3. The public hearing to consider adop-
tion of  the tax rate will be Sept. 10. All 
meetings are 4:30 p.m. in the City Hall 
board room, 450 W. Texas Ave., Was-
kom.

SPLASH PAD

In other business, the council ad-
opted a resolution to participate in the 
TIPS Purchasing System to assist with 
purchasing matters associated with the 
city’s splash pad project that’s current-
ly in the works.

City Secretary Tammy Lofton noted 
that Hartland, which is with Splash 
Pad, recommended TIPS. According 
to the cooperative’s website, tips-usa.
com, TIPS (The Interlocal Purchas-
ing System) is a national purchasing 

Waskom sets 
tax rate, OKs 
next step for 
splash pad

See TEACHER, Page 3A
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M
arshall ISD teachers and 
staff  are planning to 
“rewrite” the district’s 

story this school year as they 
returned to work following the 
annual convocation ceremony at 
East Texas Baptist University in 
Marshall on Tuesday.

While the district’s teachers 
and other personnel officially 
returned to the classroom on 
Friday, the Mavericks official-
ly celebrated the start of  the 
2019-20 school year on Tuesday 
with the convocation ceremony 
and guest speaker minister and 

motivational speaker Dennis 
Swanberg.

While Marshall ISD Superin-

tendent Jerry Gibson said the 
past few years have been hard-
fought for the Maverick employ-

ees and students, the fight has 
been worth the results.

“For the first time in 11 years 
this year, Marshall ISD does not 
have a single campus rated ‘im-
provement required,’” Gibson 
told the audience to a chorus 
of  cheers and standing ovation. 
“For more than a decade, this 
district had at least one campus 
rated IR (improvement required) 
but not this year. And those days 
of  IR campuses are over. We are 
not going to go backwards. We 
can’t do that. We’re not going to 
be a ping pong ball and go back 
and forth.”

Districts and campuses are 
rated either “met standard” or 
“improvement required” each 
year by the Texas Education 
Agency and the news this year 
for Marshall ISD means that 
for the first time in more than a 
decade, each of  its campuses has 

Marshall ISD 
begins new year 
with convocation
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Marshall ISD Superintendent Jerry Gibson speaks during the 
annual convocation ceremony at East Texas Baptist University 
in Marshall on Tuesday to celebrate the start of the 2019-20 
school year.
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The Marshall High School Mavettes drill team officers line performs during the district’s annual convocation ceremony at 
East Texas Baptist University in Marshall on Tuesday to celebrate the start of the 2019-20 school year.

REWRITING THEIR STORY
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