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Burn ban still in effect for Harrison County
BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON
RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

Despite sporadic rainfall, Harrison
County officials warned on Tuesday that
the county remains under a burn ban until further notice.
“This is due to increasing drought conditions and high temperatures,” officials
wrote on the Harrison County Commissioners Court’s Facebook page.

As a matter of public safety, the court
issued the countywide burn ban earlier
this summer on June 23. It prohibits all
outdoor burning.
During her report to the court Tuesday, County Fire Marshal Duana “DJ”
Couch said that her office issued 15 citations for burn ban violations during the
month of July. Of those, 11 were written.
There were also six verbal warnings given.

To heighten the awareness of the order, Couch revealed new burn ban signs
she plans to place around the county to
increase enforcement.
“We urge the citizens to be respectful
of the order and understand that any person(s) found violating the burn ban order
will be subject to citations being issued to
them,” county officials stated Tuesday.
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The Harrison County
Commissioners Court
and County Judge Chad
Sims exhibit new burn
ban signs Tuesday. The
county has been under a
burn ban since June 23.

See BURN, Page 6A
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Newest councilmember Reba Godfrey holds meet and greet at ETBU

District eyes
decreased tax
rate, balanced
fiscal budget
BY BRIDGET ORTIGO
BORTIGO@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

Marshall ISD trustees on Wednesday discussed adopting a proposed decreased tax
rate and balanced budget for the 2022-23 fiscal
school year.
Marshall ISD Assistant Superintendent of
Business and Finance Susie Byrd presented
the trustees on Tuesday with a proposed about
$46.6 million balanced budget and a proposed
7 cent decreased tax rate during the trustees’
budget workshop meeting.
The district is looking to adopt a total tax
rate of $1.1517 per $100 of home valuation. The
rate is about a 10 cent drop from last year’s adopted tax rate of $1.2533 per $100 of home valuation.
The increased certified home values from
the Harrison County Appraisal District this
year led to a decreased proposed tax rate of
$0.8618 on the maintenance and operations
See MISD, Page 5A
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Reba Godfrey meets with community members on ETBU campus on Tuesday.
BY JESSICA HARKER
JHARKER@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

E

ast Texas Baptist University hosted Marshall
district five councilmember Reba Godfrey for a meet
and greet with the campus
and surrounding community
on Tuesday.
Godfrey is the newly elected
councilmember of district
five, which encompasses the
university campus. Communication Coordinator with ETBU
Sydney McBride said that the
university thought it was important to hold an event where
the community got the chance
to meet their representative.
District 5 is composed of
much of the west side of
Marshall city limits, with its
eastern most boundary being
FM 1997 down to North Grove
Street, and the southernmost
boundary at Garden Oaks
Drive.
More than 40 community
members gathered with ETBU
students and staff at the Ornelas Student Center during
See GODFREY, Page 6A

County backs
efforts to seek
broadband grant
BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON
RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM
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Councilmember Reba Godfrey hugs Dr. Blair Blackburn, president of ETBU, during
Tuesday’s event.

A resolution in support of Conterra Networks’
pursuit of a federal grant to help the county with
its rural broadband expansion efforts was approved Tuesday by the Harrison County Commissioners Court.
According to the resolution, Conterra Networks plans to partner with the county and The
East Texas Council of Governments (ETCOG) to
accomplish the shared public policy goal by applying for the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) grant. The
grant has been requested through ETCOG. The
agency has been helping the counties it serves
connect with funding opportunities as an effort to
improve regional broadband access.
“We’ve been talking about grants and working
with ETCOG to get much of this done, and there
are a number of grants out there,” explained Harrison County Judge Chad Sims.
“This particular one requires you to be an Internet service provider to even apply for it. Well,
we’re not an ISP neither is ETCOG, so Conterra is
going to apply for it,” said Sims. “They’ve asked for
our support, and certainly that’s what we’ve been
working on this whole time is to try to get more fiber in the ground. It’s hard to reach some of these
See BROADBAND, Page 5A
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