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Mostly sunny 
with a high  
of 102 and 
low of 76

For a seven-day forecast, see page 5C.

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

The hottest festival around 
is going down this Saturday 
as Marshall News Messen-
ger, along with main sponsor 
Patterson Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram, present the 2019 
East Texas Taco Fest on the 
downtown square.

“It’s our pleasure to bring 
the East Texas Taco Festival 
back for the second year,” 

said News Messenger Pub-
lisher Jerry Pye.

The family-friendly event 
kicks off  at 11 and ends at 
10 p.m., offering free con-
tests, hot performances, sal-
sa dancing, children’s activ-
ities and more.

“It is our wish that the 
festival provides good enter-
tainment for the community 
— for adults and children, 
alike,” said Pye.

Deemed “the most intense 

speed race on the ground,” 
the Choice Dental Chihua-
hua race is set for 3:10 p.m., 
and is open to any dog of  Chi-
huahua descent.

“This is one of  the cutest 
competitions you will ever 
witness,” said Gai Bennett, 
events manager for M. Rob-
erts Media, owner of  the 
Marshall News Messenger.

Set for 4:30 p.m., the Jucys 

STAFF REPORTS

LONGVIEW — Former 
President George W. Bush 
is set to speak in early De-
cember in Longview as the 
inaugural program in a re-
gional speaker series being 
launched by leading insti-
tutions across East Texas.

The East Texas Speakers 
Forum, a new nonprofit 
organization, will present 
“An Evening with Presi-
dent George W. Bush” on 
Dec. 3 at the Belcher Cen-
ter at LeTourneau Univer-
sity.

Tickets go on sale at 
10 a.m. Monday through 
the Belcher Center box of-

fice. Seat 
prices are 
$65 and 
$100. For 
more in-
for mation 
or to buy 
tickets, vis-
it belcher-
c e n t e r .
com, call 
9 0 3 - 2 3 3 -
3080 or vis-

it the box office.
“We were inspired by 

enthusiasm in our com-
munities after other recent 
speaker events, by hearing 
President Bush at another 
Texas fundraiser, and es-
pecially by the possibility 

of  furthering a sense of  re-
gionalism and encouraging 
East Texas communities 
and organizations to pull 
together on this project,” 
said Ric Brack, president 
of  the Speakers Forum.

Representatives of  pre-
senting sponsors Chris-
tus Health, LeTourneau 
University, Longview 
News-Journal, Texas Bank 
and Trust, Tyler Morning 
Telegraph and the Univer-
sity of  Texas at Tyler have 
been working together on 
the effort since early this 
year.

According to a mission 

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

RYRICHARDSON@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

JEFFERSON — The Marion County 
Commissioners Court heard from only 
one resident during the court’s first pub-
lic hearing last week concerning the pro-
posed tax rate and $6 million budget for 
the new fiscal year.

The resident, Bruce Ockrassa, suggest-
ed that the county run as a meritocracy, 
and voiced his dissension on the proposed 
tax rate increase and $300 across the board 
raise for all county employees.

He said he’s embarrassed by how little 
law enforcement officers — “people that 
actually go out and put their rear ends on 
the line and provide a service” — get paid 
compared to other county employees.

“I’m 15 minutes from town, but if  I call 
the sheriff  they’re usually there in 15, 20 
minutes,” said Ockrassa. “I appreciate 
what they do; but we need to run the coun-
ty as a meritocracy.

When it comes to certain budget line 
items, he said his property values are de-
clining due to increasingly poor road con-
ditions.

“Over the last decade, the roads that 
lead to my house have gone from poorly 
maintained asphalt blacktop to a poorly 
maintained gravel top road,” said Ock-
rassa.

Marion County 
budget hearing 
draws comment
Court’s second public  
hearing set Monday

East Texas Taco Fest returns
Wrestler Murdoch 
puts Big Daddy Yum 
Yum in a headlock 
during the 2018 
East Texas Taco  
Fest in downtown  
Marshall.
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BY BRIDGET ORTIGO

BORTIGO@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

The Harrison County 
Farmers Market is packing 
away most of  its summer 
offerings and preparing to 
offer its new fall selection 
of  locally grown fresh veg-
etables and other products.

The summer season of  
the market wrapped up in 
downtown Marshall on Sat-
urday and will now be open 
from about 7 a.m. to noon 
every Saturday at down-
town Marshall’s Telegraph 
Park.

“Today is the last day of  

Farmers Market transitions into fall

Bridget Ortigo/News Messenger photo

Nadean Manning, left, and Maria Fuentez, right, of 
Oragami Owl look through trinkets on sale at Fuen-
tez’s booth on Saturday during the Harrison County 
Farmers Market in downtown Marshall.

President Bush to speak in Longview

President 
George  
W. Bush

STAFF REPORTS

T
he Travis Manion Foun-
dation’s annual 9/11 
Heroes Fun Run had a 

great turn out on Saturday in 
downtown Marshall, despite 
blazing hot summer tempera-
tures throughout East Texas.

The annual 5K, Ruck and 

1-mile fun run serves to re-

member those who died in the 

Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 

on America and honor the 

veterans, military, and first 

responders who continue to 

serve.

Several community mem-

bers, as well as travelers from 

Louisiana and south Texas, 

East Texas Baptist University 

softball players,

“We had a very success-

ful turnout today, with folks 

coming from as far as Aus-

tin, Shreveport and Texarka-

na,” Marshall race director, 

Travis Manion Foundation 

Ambassador and veteran Tra-

vis Keeney said on Saturday. 

“We have had wonderful sup-

port from the community and 

I’d also like to thank Marshall 

Ford, Maverick Chevrolet, the 

Marshall Fire Department and 

RUNNING TO REMEMBER
Annual Heroes Fun Run honors those lost in 9/11 attacks

Bridget Ortigo/News Messenger photo

Runners cross the finish line on Saturday in downtown Marshall during the 9/11 Heroes Fun Run honoring 9/11 
victims and survivors.
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