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State Rep. Jay Dean, R-Longview, speaks
in October 2020 during a pre-87th Legislative Session forum hosted by White
Oak and Union Grove ISDs at Union
Grove High School.
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Marshall held its Wonderland of Lights opening ceremony on Wednesday.

SHINING BRIGHT
Wonderland of Lights lighting ceremony starts off 2022 festival
BY JESSICA HARKER
JHARKER@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

H

undreds of community members from Marshall and beyond
gathered around the courthouse
square on Wednesday to welcome Santa
and officially kick off the 2022 Wonderland of Lights Festival.
“Thank you for everyone who came
out today to celebrate Wonderland of
Lights with us again,” said Marshall
City Manager Terrell Smith, “A special
thank you to our support services staff,
who have been working tirelessly to get
everything ready for tonight.”
The annual lighting ceremony started
at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, with a performance by the Dance Bag dance studio,
followed by Mary Lynne O’Neal, who
performed three holiday favorites for the
community in attendance.
O’Neal chose “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas,” “Let it Snow” and
“Winter Wonderland” for her performance this year. She was followed by a
performance by the Marshall Symphony
Quintet, who performed a medley of
holiday music during the event.
The Marshall Mavettes then took the
stage, performing for the community
before members of the Trinity Episcopal
School choir took the stage to perform a
number of holiday songs.
Events rounded out with a sing-a-long
Christmas Carols run by Joe Buck Crisp,
as the community welcomed Santa and
Mrs. Claus to the square riding on a

Rep. Dean
files bills
supporting
oil and gas
BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
YROMERO@NEWS-JOURNAL.COM

State Rep. Jay Dean has filed bills ahead of
the 88th Legislative Session that he says aim
to protect the oil and gas industry as well as
property owners.
HB 743 and HB 744 are described as protecting “the oil and gas industry and Texas
consumers against the types of local bans
on natural gas, propane, or gas-powered
equipment,” according to information from
Dean’s office.
Dean, R-Longview, said Tuesday that
during the last legislative session in 2021, the
cities of Austin and Dallas pushed ordinances for commercial buildings and residential
homes that would ban the use of natural gas
or propane appliances such as water heaters
and cooktop stoves.
The bill he has filed for the upcoming session says, “ ‘Hey, state government cannot restrict the use of natural gas and/or propane
for appliances in commercial buildings and
residential homes,’ “ Dean said.
The ordinances proposed in 2021 applied to
commercial structures by 2030 and residences by 2040, he said. If passed, existing business and home owners would have to transition from those sources of fuel to electricity,
which he described as an “absolute problem,”
especially for homeowners.
“The State of Texas is the largest oil and
gas producer if not in the U.S., possibly the
entire world,” Dean said. “We have thousands
See DEAN, Page 3A

Heavy rainfall
expected on
Thanksgiving

See LIGHTS, Page 5A
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Marshall plans month of special holiday events
BY JESSICA HARKER
JHARKER@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

The whole Marshall community is getting into the holiday
spirit this year, with a wide range
of holiday events planned in addition to the regular Wonderland
of Lights festivities planned by
the City of Marshall.
Businesses, local non profits
and many more groups have a
range of shopping opportunities,
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free community activities, and mas Market on Dec. 17; the Mareven visits from Santa himself shall Ballet Theatre’s “Nutcrackplanned for the holiday season. er” on Dec. 16, 17 and 19; and the
Christmas Car Show on Dec. 10.
Wonderland of Lights
Regular
Wonderland
of
Special events planned this Lights exhibits including the
year as part of the Wonderland ice skating ring, carousal, and
of Lights are the Wassail Walk on Santa’s Village will be open
Saturday, Nov. 26; the Christmas Sundays 4 to 9 p.m., Thursdays
Parade on Saturday, Dec. 3; Ti- 6 to 9 p.m., Fridays 6 to 11 p.m.
gers on Ice on Sunday, Dec. 5; the and Saturdays 4 to 11 p.m.
The Wonderland Express
Merry Maverick Jingle Bell Run
on Dec. 15; the Outdoor Christ- train ride will also be back this
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100% chance of
storms. High 61. Low 55.
$2.00

For a seven-day forecast, see page 8A.

Hallsville
Bobcats get
past Dragons
to stay
undefeated
Page 7A

year during regular operating
hours, with rides available for
$5 per person.

ETBU Theatre’s
White Christmas
East Texas Baptist University’s School of Communication and Performing Arts will
present Irving Berlin’s White
See EVENTS, Page 3A

Dallas String
Quartet to
perform at
Memorial City Hall
Page 3A
Dillard: Why I love
Thanksgiving
Page 4A

The National Weather Service says heavy
rainfall is likely Thanksgiving Day across
much of the four-state region and is warning
residents to be aware of isolated flooding and
treacherous driving conditions.
“Rain chances will begin to increase into
the afternoon hours today, ahead of an advancing trough,” the NWS said in a hazardous weather outlook on Wednesday morning.
“Some of this rain may be moderate to heavy
at times, and widespread 2 to 4 inches of rain
are possible into the weekend.”
The NWS said moderate to heavy rainfall
would continue into the weekend, before
the trough exits the region on Sunday. The
heaviest rain is expected Thanksgiving Day
through 6 a.m. Friday.
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