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Prysmian Group is planning 
a $50 million investment in its 
Marshall plant, including equip-
ment upgrades and the addition 
of  75 jobs, the company an-
nounced.

The announcement comes 
two weeks after the Harrison 
County Commissioners Court 
unanimously approved a sev-
en-year tax abatement, which 
covers new capital expendi-
tures. The two-part incentive 
proposal, valued at more than 
$1.2 million, was a joint effort 
between Harrison County and 
the Marshall Economic Devel-

opment Corporation.
The county tax abatement 

portion has an estimated value 
between $650,000 and $720,000 
over seven years. Marshall 
EDC’s part is a multiyear con-
tribution of  EDC funds totaling 
$575,000 as previously approved 
by the Marshall City Council in 
early September.

“As we invest to grow and 
expand our presence in North 
America, we recognize the im-
portance of  our Marshall plant, 
workforce and the products that 
are manufactured in this facili-
ty for our business and our re-
gion,” said Paul Furtado, chief  
operations officer at Prysmian 
Group North America. “These 

investments will expand our 
capacity, add new jobs and con-
tribute to the economic growth 
of  the area and the Marshall 
community. We are grateful to 
the authorities of  the City of  
Marshall and Harrison County 
for working with us in making 
these investments possible.”

Prysmian Group’s Harrison 
County plant is its largest plant 
in North America and is where 
the bulk of  the region’s renew-
able energy products are made.

Both Harrison County and 
Marshall officials expressed 
their excitement about the 
planned investments.
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JEFFERSON — The Marion County Com-
missioners Court approved important mat-
ters related to redistricting at their Monday 
meeting.

“Redistricting is a very important part of  
all government,” said Marion County Judge 
Leward LaFleur. “I think moving forward is 
that we need to get a game plan together and 
implement it.”

In a unanimous vote, the court approved an 
order establishing criteria for redistricting of  
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After 11 days of  testimony and presenting 
evidence, the prosecution will officially rest 
its case Wednesday morning in the capital 
murder trial of  a former East Texas nurse 
accused of  killing four patients at a Tyler 
hospital.

William George Davis, 37, of  Hallsville, is 
accused of  injecting air into patients’ arteri-
al systems while he was a nurse at Christus 
Trinity Mother Frances Louis and Peaches 
Owen Heart Hospital in Tyler, causing their 
deaths, according to 2018 and 2021 indict-
ments.

Davis is accused of  killing John Lafferty, 
Ronald Clark, Christopher Greenaway and 
Joseph Kalina. His trial began Sept. 28.
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T
he Tracy Andrus foundation is 
rolling out a new program this 
week that will now offer assis-
tance to community members 

who need help making mortgage 
payments.

Chardonnay Thomas, a case man-
ager with the foundation, said that the 
new program is being officially rolled 
out today, and will offer assistance 
through the foundation directly to 
community members in San Augus-
tine, Brewster, Cluberson, Fannin, 
Grayson, Hudspeth, Jeff  Davis, Lub-

bock and Presidio Counties.
For those community members 

located here in Harrison County, as 
well as Shelby and Sabine counties, 
Thomas said that they can go to 
through the Tracy Andrus foundation 
for more information on the program, 
and receive assistance through En-
deavors, an emergency mortgage relief  
organization.

“We are very excited about this,” 
Thomas said, “It’s a great program, 
where anyone can go and receive 
help.”

She said that the program was creat-
ed to assist those who were negatively 
affected by COVID-19, which includes 

a wide range of  issues such as job loss, 
work reduction, pay reduction and 
more.

To apply, community members can 
go online to www.endevors.com, where 
they can fill out a brief  application 
including contact information as well 
as mortgage information to get started.

“The application is easy, it takes 
almost no time at all,” Thomas said.

After the simple online application 
process, Thomas said that community 
members will either be contacted by 
an endeavor representative or by the 
Tracy Andrus Foundation depending 
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With filing for the 2022 ballot ap-
proaching soon, Harrison County 
Pct. 3 Justice of  the Peace Judge 
Mike Smith announced Tuesday 
that he will not be running for 
re-election in the 2022 Primary.

“My retirement won’t come until 
the 30th of  (December) next year, 
but I needed to announce this so 
if  anybody wanted to file, I know 
the filing dates are coming up and 
if  they wanted to file they would 

have that opportunity to file,” said 
Smith. “There has been a couple 
who have asked me about it, so 
maybe, hopefully they’ll have the 
choice of  a person to vote on in the 
next election.”

And with election dates still up 
in the air, due to the ongoing redis-
tricting process, Smith said he felt 
the timing was right to make his 
announcement.

“I wanted to do it now because 
they were unsure of  election dates, 
and if  they get the redistricting 
done then the dates would be the 

same as they 
usually are (in 
March), and if  
they don’t it’ll be 
later than that. 
But, just in case, 
I wanted to go 
ahead and do 
this, let every-
body know,” said 
Smith. “I’m con-
sidering the process.”

According to the Texas Associ-
ation of  Counties, the justice of  
the peace presides over the justice 

court in cases involving misde-
meanors, small civil disputes, 
landlord/tenant disputes and 
more. They also conduct inquests 
and may perform marriage cere-
monies.

A Rewarding Career
Judge Smith was elected to the 

Pct. 3 position in 1989 after fulfill-
ing a 37-year career as an educator 

and coach. He was sworn in Jan. 1, 
1999.

“When the end is over, it’ll be 24 
years, and I think that’s plenty for 

anybody to be a public servant,” 
the 76-year-old said. “I’m doing it 
for not for any particular reason 
other than the fact I think it’s time 
for somebody else to step in and 
do my job; and somebody that has 
more energy than I have, somebody 
that doesn’t mind getting up at 2:30 
in the morning, going down on the 
interstate (for inquests), stuff  like 
that.

“But it’s been a great job,” Smith 
said. “I’ve really enjoyed myself. I 
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Dr. Tracy Andrus poses with Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce Stacia Runnels on Sept. 14.
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Prysmian plans $50M investment in Marshall facility

Special to the News Messenger

Prysmian Group plans a $50 million investment in its Harrison County 
plant, the company announced.
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