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Poll results reveal winners in local elections

FROM STAFF REPORTS

After a slow start to ear-
ly voting this spring, East 
Texans turned out on Sat-
urday to select their school 
board candidates for the 
next term.

Marshall ISD
Marshall ISD voters had 

a choice between three can-
didates to fill two at-large 

trustee seats. Two of  the 
candidates were incum-
bents, Board President 
Brad Burris and Vice Pres-
ident Cathy Marshall and 
the third was newcomer 
Yolanda Anderson.

Voters selected Mar-
shall and Burris to retain 
their seats with Marshall 
receiving the most votes 
with 729 votes (44 percent) 

and Burris receiving 673 
votes (40 percent). Ander-
son received 263 votes (16 
percent).

Hallsville ISD
Hallsville ISD voters had 

one contested race on this 
May’s ballot.

Board President Jay 
Nelson, who serves in the 
Place 3 seat and incumbent 

trustee Jason Ainsworth, 
who serves in the Place 
5 seat, were both uncon-
tested. Nelson received 
342 votes (100 percent) and 
Ainsworth received 346 
votes (100 percent).

Place 4 incumbent trust-
ee Lee Gaw was challenged 
by newcomers Beth A. 
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UNCERTAIN — A pro-
posed increase in local sales 
and use tax passed in the city 
of  Uncertain, Saturday, with 
75 percent of  the vote.

The adoption of  a local 

sales and use tax at the rate 
of  2 percent passed with a 15 
to 5 vote.

The city council voted back 
in January to propose to in-
crease the sales tax from 1 
percent to 2 percent on the 
May 1 ballot. The motion 

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS MESSENGER

May 1, 2021 marks the 50th Anniversary 
of  Amtrak. In honor of  this important mile-
stone for the nation, the Marshall Depot 
Board of  Directors is announcing a year-long 
commemoration and celebration of  Amtrak.

This commemoration will focus on pro-
viding information and events that highlight 
the important role that Amtrak has played 
and continues to play in providing an essen-
tial transportation option for the people of  
America and the Marshall community. It will 
also underscore benefits Amtrak provides to 
urban as well as rural communities, such as 
Marshall, in connecting cities throughout 
America through its vast National Network.

“On behalf  of  the volunteer Board of  Di-
rectors of  the Marshall Depot Inc., we ask 
people of  our community and our region to 
join us in wishing Amtrak a happy 50th birth-
day.” said Cathy Wright, current president of  
the Marshall Depot Board. “We appreciate all 
that Amtrak does for the people of  Marshall 
and our community.”

Out of  the approximately 20,000 cities in 
America, only about 525 cities are fortunate 
to have an Amtrak stop and Marshall is for-
tunate to be one of  those cities. Marshall is a 
stop on the Texas Eagle long-distance route. 
The Texas Eagle connects San Antonio to 
Chicago, with stops that include Austin, Fort 
Worth, Dallas, Little Rock and St. Louis, in 
addition to Marshall.

Christina Anderson, who serves as the 
chairman of  the 2021 community fundrais-
ing campaign which is currently underway 
for the nonprofit Marshall Depot, shared the 
following:

“We thought Amtrak’s 50th anniversary 
would also provide an excellent opportunity 
to continue to raise awareness in our com-
munity about the remarkable benefits that 
Amtrak and our historic Marshall Depot 
bring to our community with regard to trans-
portation, tourism, economic development, 
quality of  life, not to mention just a fun way 
to travel.”

Anderson also pointed out a benefit dis-
tinctive to Marshall that many community 
members might not be aware of  which brings 
in tens of  thousands of  dollars of  revenue to 
the local economy each year. That is, Mar-
shall is one of  only a few stops on the Texas 
Eagle route that is a crew change stop.

Anderson explained: “That means that not 
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HALLSVILLE — Saturday’s 
rain showers didn’t dampen any 
spirits as the city of  Hallsville 
presented the town’s inaugu-
ral “Music in the Park” event, 
showcasing Hallsville ISD 
bands.

“We tried to do this last 
spring,” Mayor Jesse Casey 
shared. “COVID didn’t allow it.

“COVID’s caused a lot of  
problems for a lot of  people, in-

cluding our band,” he said.
Due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the bands weren’t able 
to have fundraisers or operate 
their football game concession 
stand this year. To help support 
the band program, the mayor 
provided a decorative donation 
box for attendees to contribute 
to Saturday. The band program 
also offered a chance to win a 
Yeti cooler for a donation.

“They hadn’t been able to 
have a fundraiser, so we’re just 
trying to raise some money for 
them and trying to help them 

out,” Mayor Casey said.
“And I just took it up on my-

self  to make this,” he said of  the 
donation box, “and just do some 
things to try to raise some mon-
ey.”

The band program is offered 
sixth through 12th grade. The 
highlight for seniors, Casey 
said, is their annual band trip, 
but due to the pandemic, they 
weren’t able to raise funds for 
one this year.

“So we’re trying to help them 
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W
iley College seniors returned 
to campus on Saturday 
for the first time since last 
spring, to walk across the 

stage and earn their diplomas as part of  
the university’s 132nd commencement 
ceremony.

The first to celebrate senior gradua-
tion in Harrison County, Wiley College 
awarded 102 graduates their degrees on 
Saturday.

“As Wiley-ites, you are expected to 
be a beacon of  light in the communi-
ties where you live, work and serve,” 
Wiley College Chairman of  the Board 
Walter Sutton Jr. said Saturday. “It is 
our expectation that you will do so with 
distinction.”

Wiley College President Herman 
Felton Jr. introduced Keynote Speaker 
Rev. Matthew Whatley who congratu-
lated the students on their hard work to 
continue their studies throughout the 

pandemic.
“Let’s celebrate that not even a global 

pandemic by COVID-19 could stop you 
from getting your degree and walking 

across the stage,” Whatley said. “Ac-
cording to the 2021 Census Report, 

AMTRAK 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Marshall Depot 
declares year-long 
commemorationWiley College sees 102 graduates walk the stage during commencement

Special to the News Messenger 

Wiley College graduating seniors take their turn on the stage Saturday 
during the university’s 132nd commencement ceremony.

Special to the News Messenger

Wiley College graduates await their chance to walk across the stage on Saturday during the university’s graduation 
ceremony.

‘JUST GETTING STARTED’

Despite rain, show goes on at Hallsville ‘Music in the Park’
Members of 
Hallsville High 
School’s drum 
line perform at 
Hallsville City 
Park for the 
city’s inau-
gural “Music 
in the Park” 
event Satur-
day.
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