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Better hearing is only a call or visit away!Better hearing is only a call or visit away!
Our talented and courteous Hearing InstrumentOur talented and courteous Hearing Instrument

Specialists will help you HEAR ear after ear.Specialists will help you HEAR ear after ear.

Don’t delay, call Puretone Hearing Aid Center!Don’t delay, call Puretone Hearing Aid Center!
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Earls Professional
Dry Cleaning & Laundry
Family owned and operated for over 42 years

1301 East Grand Avenue, Marshall TX

903.938.3972

Friday Feb. 24th
Memorial City Hall

Partly cloudy. High 54, 
low 31.

For a seven-day forecast, see page 5B.
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Four area 
teams make 
girls basket-
ball playoffs
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Library hosts 
'Date with a 
Book' event,
Page 9A

Marshall, Halls-
ville students 
enjoy concert,
Page 3B

BY JESSICA HARKER 

jharker@marshallnewsmessenger.com

Before the landmark case Brown 
vs. Board of  Education, there was 
a lesser known case right here in 
Texas that paved the way for the 
end of  segregation in the United 
States, Sweatt vs. Painter.

The plaintiff  in the case, Heman 
Sweatt, was an alumnus of  Wiley 
College in Marshall and a man 

who spent his en-
tire life fighting 
for social justice 
in Texas and be-
yond.

“Sweatt vs. 
Painter had a 
huge impact on 
the work to stop 
the separate but 
equal ruling of  

the time,” said retired Harrison 

County Judge William Hughey, 
“What that case did was fought to 
desegregate professional schools, 
and it’s just one step from there to 
desegregate all of  our schools.”

Sweatt grew up in the Houston 
area, attending segregated schools 
before eventually attending Wiley 
College to receive his undergrad-
uate degree in biology. Sweatt 
worked a number of  jobs after his 
graduation, including as a teach-

er and as acting principal, before 
moving to Michigan to attend 
medical school for a time. Sweatt 
then moved back to Texas, taking 
up work at the post office.

Working as a leader in the Na-
tional Alliance of  Postal Employ-
ees, Sweatt took a stand against 
racist promotional practices that 
often left Black employees out of  

the running for higher level posi-
tions at the post office.

While working on his case 
against the postal service, Sweatt 
became interested in the law and 
decided that he would attend law 
school in Texas.

However, at the time, no law 

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS MESSENGER

Marshall ISD has announced that reno-
vations will soon begin at Marshall Early 
Childhood Center and Lil’ Mav Academy. 
The project was delayed six months beyond 
the original timeline due to delays in plan-
ning and other variables beyond the dis-
trict’s control.

Due to the district’s financial stewardship 
and healthy fund balance (savings account), 
the district is able to use a portion of  that 
money at MECC and Lil’ Mav Academy.

Renovations will include:

Marshall Early Childhood Center
The cafeteria, all hallways and all class-

rooms in MECC will receive a face lift in-
cluding paint, flooring and some reconstruc-
tion in the cafeteria.

The second floor outside classrooms will 

BY JESSICA HARKER 

jharker@marshallnewsmessenger.com

T
he annual Night to Shine prom event, 
hosted by Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Marshall, took place this Friday at the 

Convention Center, with hundreds of  East 
Texas community members receiving the red 
carpet treatment.

The prom night experience is funded annu-
ally by the Tim Tebow foundation, celebrating 
people with disabilities with a prom night they 
will never forget. The event is held simultane-
ously at churches around the country every 
year.

“Immanuel is excited to be a part of  this 
worldwide movement that God is using as a 
catalyst to change how cultures embrace people 

NIGHT TO SHINE
East Texas special needs students have a night to remember at annual prom

Heman Sweatt

Wiley College alumnus Heman Sweatt 
helped desegregate Texas law schools

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

ryrichardson@marshallnewsmessenger.com

In honor of  Black History Month, the 
George Washington Carver Community 
Center will celebrate the accomplishments 
of  young men in the community as the non-
profit presents the inaugural Men of  Pur-
pose Conference and Jabari Awards, set for 
Saturday, Feb. 25.

The event will begin at 3 p.m. and feature 
Marshall Fire Chief  Reggie Cooper as the 
special guest speaker.

“We really worked very hard to put this to-
gether. We’re very, very excited,” said co-or-
ganizer Donald Ravenell.

MISD to begin 
renovations at 
early childhood 
center soon

Carver Community 
Center to host first 
men's award event

Meredith Shamburger/Marshall News Messenger Photos

The annual Night to Shine prom for people with special needs was held Frida at the Marshall Convention Center. Hosted by Immanuel Baptist 
Church and with the help of volunteers from across the area, the prom serves all of East Texas.
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