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cloudy. 
High 73, 
low 62.

For a seven-day forecast, see page 3B.
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The NAACP Harrison County 
Branch No. 6185 has launched its first 
quarterly newsletter, paying tribute to 
the organization’s two past presidents, 
the late Mrs. Charles Wilson and the 
late Jim McCutchens.

McCutchens, who passed from a 
heart attack in April, had gracefully 
taken the helm of the organization af-
ter the March 2018 passing of  Wilson, 
who had faithfully led the chapter for 
more than 55 years.

“We hope that these newsletters will 
go off  well,” current president, Zepha-
niah Timmins, stated, noting that the 
newsletter highlights the organiza-
tion’s mission and goals, and also spot-
lights local businesses.

This first newsletter covers Oct. 1 
through Dec. 31.

“Each quarter, we would like to fea-
ture some of the groups, colleges that 
we have here in town,” he said.

The newsletters are also a fundrais-
er for the NAACP, which traditionally 

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS MESSENGER

The Amtrak station at 800 N. Wash-
ington St. in Marshall is in the pro-
cess of  hiring a new staff, according 
to Amtrak Customer Service Repre-
sentatives.

A news release from Amtrak stat-
ed that the previously unmanned sta-
tion is now looking into hiring a new 
staff  to aid in booking trips and the 
boarding Amtrak Texas Eagle trains.

The company said that they plan 
to soon have representatives for ev-
ery Amtrak arrival and departure, 
which is approximately three times a 
week, reduced down from daily.

The station waiting room is open 
for passengers at all train times 
with an Amtrak Quik-TrakSM kiosk 
available for ticketing and printing 
of  boarding documents.

For a listing of  all available ser-
vices, hours and train status infor-
mation visit Amtrak.com, use our 
free mobile app or call 800-USARAIL 
(1-800-872-7245).

Amtrak is not accepting cash for 
ticket purchases at this time.

BY BRIDGET ORTIGO

BORTIGO@MARSHALLNEWSMESSENGER.COM

J
EFFERSON — Music was 
in the air in downtown 
Jefferson as the annual 

Texas Sounds International 
Country Music Awards kicked 
off  Thursday and is set to run 
throughout Sunday.

The East Texas Performing 
Arts, Inc. of  Jefferson orga-
nizers forged ahead with plans 
for the event this year, despite 
challenges brought on by the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
which kept many international 

performers from being able to 
fly in to the U.S. for the event.

Local NAACP 

publishes its 

1st quarterly 

newsletter

City Amtrak 
station set to 
hire new staff

FROM STAFF REPORTS

East Texas Baptist University received 
a $20,000 donation from the Rotary Club 
of  Marshall to put towards the renova-
tion of  the 8th floor of  the historic Mar-
shall Grand.

“This is a really unique opportunity, 
and we are very excited to see what the 
University is doing here in Marshall. The 
difference ETBU is making in the lives of  
young adults is tremendous,” Marshall 
Rotary District Liaison Ted Huffhines 
said. “Rotary is about making lives bet-
ter, and while we do a lot of  things inter-
nationally, it is great for us to be able to 
make an impact here locally, and we are 
excited about that.”

After the building was gifted to the 

University in 2013, ETBU raised over $4 
million to renovate the Marshall Grand, 
with significant contributions from the 
Andersen Foundation, Moody Founda-
tion, Meadows Foundation, and J.E. and 
L.E. Mabee Foundation. 

The School of  Nursing Campaign 
also garnered support from foundations 
across the state, including the Rosa May 
Griffin Foundation, the T. J. and LaVerne 
Plunkett Foundation, and the Wece and 
Martha Johnson Foundation. 

While donor support provided the 
means to complete the academic spaces, 
three floors of  the Marshall Grand re-
main unfinished as the University con-
tinues to raise funds and make decisions 

Rotary Club donates $20K to ETBU
East Texas Baptist 
University re-
ceived a $20,000 
donation from 
the Rotary Club 
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Grand.
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

BEAUMONT — U.S. Attor-
ney Stephen J. Cox recently 
announced that Assistant U.S. 
Attorneys (AUSAs) have been 
appointed to lead the efforts of  
his Office in connection with the 
Justice Department’s nationwide 
Election Day Program for the up-
coming Nov. 3 general election.

AUSA Michelle Englade has 
been appointed to serve as the 
District Election Officer (DEO) 

for the Eastern District of  Texas, 
and in that capacity is responsible 
for overseeing the district’s han-
dling of  complaints of  election 
fraud and voting rights abuses in 
consultation with Justice Depart-
ment Headquarters in Washing-
ton.

While AUSA Englade will op-
erate out of  the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office headquarters in Beaumont, 
the United States Attorney’s Of-
fice for the Eastern District of  
Texas (EDTX) has also appointed 

regional officers to oversee elec-
tion integrity issues in other ar-
eas of  the district, with AUSA Al-
len Hurst serving in Tyler, AUSA 
Andrew Stover serving in Plano, 
and AUSA Will Tatum serving in 
Sherman.

Working together with the FBI, 
and state and local partners, these 
AUSAs will be collectively re-
sponsible for overseeing the Dis-
trict’s handling of  complaints of  
election fraud and voting rights 
abuses, in consultation with Jus-

tice Department Headquarters in 
Washington.

U.S. Attorney Stephen Cox said, 
“The right of  every citizen to vote 
is a cherished hallmark of  what it 
means to be an American. Wheth-
er it is the fraudulent obtaining of  
dozens of  illegal ballots as has re-
cently been alleged in the north-
ern part of  our District, or the 
intimidation of  citizens intending 
to cast their vote, EDTX will act 

U.S. Attorney’s Office committed to protecting electoral process

Texas Sounds International Country Music Awards kicks off in Jefferson 

If You Go
 ■ What: Texas Sounds Internation-
al Country Music Awards by the 
East Texas Performing Arts, Inc.

 ■ When: Oct. 15-18
 ■ Where: 119 West Austin Street in 
downtown Jefferson

 ■ For tickets and a schedule, 
visit the event’s website at 
https://www.texassounds.org/

MUSIC IN THE AIR

Bridget Ortigo/News Messenger Photo

Above: Audience members enjoy country music performed virtually by foreign bands on Thursday during the Texas 
Sounds International Country Music Awards in Jefferson. Below: T-shirts from the event are shown.
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