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A BREWING IDEA

Maquoketa returnee has big 
plans for microbrewery
by KeLLY gerLach
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Mark and Judy Lyon can brew about 
15 gallons of homemade beer in their 
garage. They plan to expand that capaci-
ty by opening a brewery and taproom — 
within the next year, they hope.

The Lyons don’t have a home for 
Maquoketa Brewing, but they are search-
ing.

“I want it to be downtown if I 
can,” explained Lyon, who is a retired 
software developer and represents 
Maquoketa’s 5th Ward on the city coun-
cil. “We’re doing it not so much for 
money but for economic development, 
and it would be a kind of cool thing to 

have downtown.”
A 2016 article in “The Atlantic” mag-

azine titled “Eleven Signs a City Will 
Succeed” sparked the idea. 

“I saw a lot of things Maquoketa is 
doing on that list,” Lyon said, “with a 
progressive city council, the city work-
ing well with businesses, and I thought, 
‘Yeah, we’ve got this.’ But then I saw 
No. 11. Whoa, we don’t have that.” 

No. 11 was a brewery.
“A lot of people like to hyper-local 

source their food, so this is an opportuni-
ty to locally source their beer,” he said.

The Lyons have been homebrewing 
for eight years with friends, creating 
their own craft beer recipes. They’re 
ready to share those recipes and others 

as soon as they can pin down the perfect 
location. One possibility is 110 S. Main 
St., which is currently being rehabbed by 
563 Designs, Lyon said. 

The couple began working on the 
taproom and brewery idea in the spring 
of 2019. But before they can open 
Maquoketa Brewing, they must obtain a 
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Third jail vote won’t come before September

MiKe steines

a co-2 tank is one of the specialized 
pieces of equipment Mark Lyon uses 
to make beer.

by KeLLY gerLach
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

A sheet of ice — that’s what Jackson 
County and Clinton County residents woke 
up to Wednesday morning. 

A quick-moving weather system froze 
Eastern Iowa in a glaze of ice starting at 
about 4:30 a.m. Fog moved in on the heels 
of the freezing rain. The combination caused 
the National Weather Service to issue a win-
ter weather advisory.

Well before the advisory’s noon expira-
tion, Jackson County motor graders traveled 
the county’s gravel roads with ice blades, 
according to county engineer Clark Schloz.
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Winter storm 
sends vehicles 
slipping, sliding

by KeLLY gerLach
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

The best use of the current Jackson County 
Regional Health Center campus may involve 
a partnership between the hospital and the 
city of Maquoketa, representatives from both 
entities said Thursday.

The future of the property is in question 
because of the board’s decision in 2018 to 
begin construction of a new $38 million 
facility at a new location on the south edge 
of Maquoketa. Construction is expected to be 
completed by the end of this year, leaving the 
old property available for other uses. 

Within the next six weeks, representa-
tives from the hospital and city plan to 
get together to discuss how giving the  MSP photos by Trevis Mayfield

Mark Lyon, clad in a T-shirt with his future brewery’s logo on the front, stands next to beer-making equipment he has 
used to hone his skills and recipes.
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Consultant: Price of construction 
continues to rise as time passes

by sara MiLLhouse
Staff Writer
smillhouse@mspress.net

The Jackson County Board of Supervisors at 
Tuesday’s meeting decided to delay a county ref-
erendum on a new jail and sheriff’s office until at 
least September.

Since a second jail referendum  asking taxpayers 
if the county should borrow $6.495 million failed 
in August, supervisors have been considering dates 
for a third vote. The last referendum called for a jail 

with 74 beds and was supported by 57.5% of voters 
but did not achieve the 60% required to pass.

The decision to hold off on a third referendum 
until at least September comes after a two-hour 
jail advisory committee meeting earlier this month 
when some members questioned how the public 
would react to a proposed jail that would have 
fewer beds but cost more than last year’s proposal. 

The most recently discussed proposal was for a 
$6.85 million jail with 50 beds.

At Tuesday’s meeting John Hansen of Midwest 
Construction Consultants, the firm county officials 
hired to help plan the project, said material costs 
have gone up, making construction more expensive.

The latest proposal calls for a new jail in the 
Maquoketa industrial park instead of near Wal-
Mart, the site of the proposed projects voters failed 
to pass in the first two referendums in 2018 and 
2019.

Supervisors’ board chair Mike Steines said the 
county can “do a little more investigating” and put 
together “another proposal or two” to consider.

The need for a new facility follows years of failed 
state jail inspections. The inspections noted such 
deficiencies as lack of space, public and staff safety 
concerns, and lack of required inmate separations. 
In 2018, the state instructed the county to address 
the deficiencies or face possible jail closure.


