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Settlement one of Iowa’s largest

Tech Center
effort starts
to take shape
Before project is built, 
voters must approve it

By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

An Iowa City civil rights attorney 
said a $4 million wrongful death settle-
ment by the City of Maquoketa is one 
of the largest in Iowa history for this 
type of case and signifies an acknowl-
edgement of “significant problems” 
with how law enforcement handled a 

call that resulted in Drew Edwards’ 
death. 

While details of the settlement have 
not yet been made public, in such 
cases the government generally does 
not claim fault. However, the dol-
lar amount is noteworthy, said Marty 
Diaz, who handles civil rights cases at 
Martin Diaz Law Firm.

“You (the government agency) say 

we’re not admitting fault, but at some 
point the amount of money – when 
you’re paying $4 million – says we 
recognize we have some significant 
problems,” said Diaz, who has been in 
practice almost four decades.

Edwards was 22 when he died 
on June 15, 2019, after Maquoketa 
Police Officer Mike Owen shot him 
with a Taser. Owen, Jackson County 
Chief Deputy Steve Schroeder and 
Maquoketa Police Officer Brendan 
Zeimet then restrained him face down 
on the ground for about 12 minutes at 

the southeast corner of Apple and Main 
streets. Edwards became unresponsive 
at the scene and was pronounced dead 
at Jackson County Regional Health 
Center.  

A report released last fall by Dr. 
Kelly Kruse, assistant Iowa state 
medical examiner, said that cardiac 
arrest during restraint caused Edwards’ 
death. Several illegal drugs were found 
in his system.

After Muscatine County Attorney 

By NICK JOOS
Staff Writer
njoos@dewittobserver.com

Plans for a proposed regional career and 
technical education (CTE) center operated by 
Eastern Iowa Community Colleges are solid-
ifying, and the center could cost between $7 
million and $11 million, says EICC President 
Brian Kelly. 

For several years 
area educators have 
sought a facility 
that enhances the 
area’s ability to 
locally teach skilled 
trades.

The proposed 
campus would 
offer high school 
students, college 
students, and adults 
a locale to shore up 
their certifications 
or obtain degrees 
and new employ-
able skills. 

A bond referen-
dum vote would be 
needed to fund the 
CTE project; Kelly 
said he hopes to 
offer the CTE cen-
ter up for public voting in the spring.

The regional CTE center would be a 
part of a larger asking by EICC that would 
include additional projects taking place 
in Muscatine, Scott and Louisa counties, 
although the Clinton and Jackson CTE center 
would be “one of the larger projects in the 
portfolio,” Kelly said. 

Kelly said the other projects do not yet 
have cost estimates, and the total amount on 
the referendum couldn’t be calculated yet.  

“Scott and Muscatine are going to do a 
study and come up with numbers,” Kelly 
said. “And then we will package that 
together and say, ‘here’s what the EICC 
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Civil rights attorney says $4 million agreement 
shows Edwards case involves serious issues
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ChrIS hOOvEr
Maquoketa 

School District 
Superintendent
“We are hoping to 

discuss the possibility 
of having some 

additional spaces and 
programming added to 
our Maquoketa (Clinton 

Community College) 
campus.” 

MSP photo by Kelly Gerlach

Amy DeMoss prepares to drop a cut-out plastic container into Prairie Creek to collect a water sample for analysis 
by the Maquoketa Rivershed Watershed Management Authority (MRWMA) as part of ongoing, random testing of the 
tributaries that feed into the Maquoketa River. A total of 36 sites across the watershed were tested Sept. 15 as part 
of the MRWMA’s “snapshot approach” to studying the water makeup and creating a baseline for future reference. 
DeMoss collected six samples in Jackson County that day, and those samples were taken to Coe College to study 
levels of phosphates, nitrates, sulfates, and E. coli as well as turbidity in the water. The Management Authority 
conducted water tests the last couple years as its 35 members across Eastern Iowa devise plans to improve overall 
water quality in the Maquoketa River and the tributaries and land it serves.

TEST SAMPLES
Watershed Authority monitors Prairie Creek

By NANCY MAYFIELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture last 
week announced an additional $14 billion in 
aid for farmers battling market disruptions 
and associated costs because of COVID-19. 
Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP 2) began Monday and runs 
through Dec. 11. 

The USDA will use funds from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 
Charter Act and CARES Act to support row 

crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy, aqua-
culture and other commodities. Producers 
can apply for CFAP 2 at Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county offices. CFAP 2 pay-
ments will be made for three categories of 
commodities – Price Trigger Commodities, 
Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities.

Meanwhile, since the pandemic began in 
March, Clinton County has recorded 18 coro-
navirus-related deaths, local health officials 
said. Of those, 11 were in the 80 and older age 
group, five in the 61 to 80 age group, and two 
in the 41 to 60 age group. In Jackson County, 

three people have died from coronavirus-re-
lated causes. Two were 80s or older, and one 
was in the 41 to 60 age group.

The Bellevue, DeWitt and Maquoketa 
school districts are 
among those shar-
ing COVID-19 case 
updates. As of Friday, 
Bellevue had one pos-
itive test confirmed at 
its elementary school and six positive tests at 
its middle/high school. While some students 
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