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The Jackson County Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously Aug. 20 to let go of the 
proposed jail site near Wal-Mart, after the 
public for a second time turned down a bond 
referendum to build 
a jail there.

“I believe we 
heard loud and 
clear from the pub-
lic that they did not 
like the location,” 
said Supervisor 
Jack Willey. “It 
somewhat baffles 
me.”

The 4.4-acre 
parcel, owned by 
Maquoketa Gp, 
would have cost the 
county $260,000. 
It is valued at 
$235,800.

A $6.495 bond to 
pay for a new jail 
failed to get the 60 
percent approval it 
needed to pass on Aug. 6. About 57.5 percent 
of voters cast ballots in favor of the proposal.

The previous year, a bond vote failed with 
about 52.5 percent of voters favoring the 
project. In the ensuing year, the proposal was 
completely redesigned, resulting in a larger 
but less expensive jail.

On Tuesday, supervisors discussed  
problems with other possible locations such 
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JACK WILLEY
Jackson County 

Supervisor
“Unfortunately, I think 

that a number of items 

were against us in this 

past election. We didn’t 
get any favors from 

anybody. We have to 

overcome it and figure 

out how we can best  

sell it next time.”

By HARV HANSEN
Sports Editor
hhansen@mspress.net

Most people who go fishing 
hope to catch the big one. 

And earlier this year, that’s 
exactly what a 16-year-old high 
school student from Maquoketa 
did, landing what one state DNR 
official called “the fish of a life-
time.”

Wyatt Lindstrom and his fishing 
buddy, Dylan Said, decided to try 
their luck at Lakehurst Dam. It was 
a cold April day, and Lindstrom 
and Said had the spot to them-
selves. 

Lindstrom was fishing for big 
fish, using a $19 7-inch swim bait 
with 50-pound braided line. 

He cast his lure at the bottom 
of the dam, catching some small 
northern pike. 

“I landed a couple of decent-size 
fish,” Lindstrom said, reeling in 
30-inch and 35-inch northerns. 

Than he landed a more than 
4-foot monster.

The big fish did not fight much, 
he said, and Said netted it in a min-
ute or two. 

Lindstrom thought the fish was 
a muskie. But after experts with 
the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources took a look, they con-
cluded it was a silver northern pike. 

It’s rare to catch a muskie in 
the Maquoketa River; it’s also rare 
to catch a silver northern, but not 
impossible, experts said.

The bean spot is the most com-
mon of the three types of north-
ern pike in the river, according to 
Scottie Gritters, a fisheries biolo-
gist for Iowa DNR and the Spirit 
Lake Hatchery.

Less common are the striped and 
silver varieties. 

The DNR stocks the Maquoketa 
River with 4,000 3-inch northern 
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Wyatt Lindstrom of Maquoketa poses with the “fish of a lifetime” he caught  
earlier this year at Lakehurst Dam.FISH | page 8
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Area lawnmower 
program helps 
teen entrepreneurs 

By KAITLYN LANE
Staff Writer
klane@mspress.net

Many people think kids should 
get their first job at 16. 

Will Brewster had other plans. 
When the Wheatland man 

started a lawnmower giveaway 
program three years ago, he want-
ed to help get young kids into the 
real world, working their first job 
and keeping them out of trouble, 
he said. 

Giving a kid a lawnmower and 
some fuel allows them to start 
their own business, become more 
responsible, and learn money 
management, he explained. 

Brewster started the program 
by having people submit names 
through facebook, but that 
became really overwhelming and 
crazy, so he decided to have the 
kids write letters to him instead. 

Brewster said he could tell 
which kids really wanted the 
mower verses which ones really 
didn’t by the amount of effort put 
into the letters. Handwritten let-
ters from kids explaining what it 

Jadon Westfall, 
front center, 
stands by the new 
lawncare equipment 
he won through a 
giveaway offered 
by Will Brewster, 
back center, and 
Hal Sprague, left. 
Jadon’s father,  
Seth Westfall, is 
standing next to 
Will and Jadon. 
Brewster started an 
unofficial program 
to get such  
equipment in the 
hands of kids who 
could use it to start 
their own lawncare 
business. 
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