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White gown of her dreams? Check.
Dad walking her down the aisle? 

Check.
Man of her dreams waiting for her at 

the end of that aisle? Check.
Amanda Kieffer, 25, of Preston, envi-

sioned her perfect wedding day since she 
was a little girl helping Grandma (Joanne) 
Kieffer decorate reception halls and 
churches for innumerable brides.

“I’ve been planning since I was a 
little girl,” the newly minted Amanda 

Strothman said.
The COVID-19 pandemic threatened 

to undermine every plan Amanda made 
for her March 21 wedding to Shawn 
Strothman, but family and friends helped 
her carry on with her special day — even 
some special surprises added in — despite 
restrictions on social gatherings.

March 21, before COVID-19
Amanda, the daughter of Terry and 

Nancy Kieffer, of Preston, graduated 
from Preston High School in 2013. Two 
years later, she graduated from Kirkwood 
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Their wedding plans may have 
changed, but their love prevailed

COVID is here; relief package  
in place; citizens shelter at home

Shawn and Amanda Strothman had 
to change their wedding plans due to 
threats of the coronaviurs in the area.

Everyone has their own ways 
of coping with stress.

One of mine is to find per-
spective and inspiration from the 
lessons of history. As a longtime 
reader of history and a student 
of human nature (which is really 
the same thing) I have benefited 
many times in my life from the 
harrowing experiences of others 
who came before me.

I have several favorite go-to 
periods in U.S. history that I 

often consider when I feel over-
whelmed, and especially when I 
realize my best efforts may not be 
enough to shape the future into 
what I wish it to be.

As the coronavirus has spread 
around the globe and devastat-
ed our nation’s economy over 
the past few weeks,  I’ve been 
reminded, probably along with 
many of you, of just how little 
control we really have over our 
lives. 

Uncertain times, like the ones 
we are living in today, is when my 
love of history helps me the most. 

The fact that Abraham Lincoln 
was unsure of many things as he 
led our country through a bloody 
civil war is somehow comforting. 
Some of the time he was absolute-
ly despondent, but he persevered.

Others who played key  
roles in the same struggle, such 
as Frederick Douglass, spent Trevis Mayfield,
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Photos by Natalie Petersen Photography
Special arrangements were made for guests to show their affection to the newly wedded couple on March 21. For the 
safety of their family and friends, Shawn and Amanda Strothman switched to a private ceremony and kept their distance.
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Life has changed dramatically in the past 
week for residents of Eastern Iowa. 

Jackson County confirmed its first case of 
COVID-19. The city and other government and 
private entities have closed their doors to the 
public and are relying on telephone or email 
communication. Children aren’t in school, base-

ball games aren’t being 
played, people can’t fol-
low their normal rou-
tines of exercise or see-
ing friends and family. 

Red tape on the floors 
of local stores and the 
post office mark off the 
6-foot increments where 
people waiting in line 
can stand a safe dis-
tance from one anoth-
er. Restaurants are only 
serving carryout or curb-
side pickup orders.

Salons and gift shops 
are closed. And, people 

are reaching out to help each other, checking up 
on their more vulnerable neighbors and staying 
connected by phone, email or social media. 
Here is a recap of the events of the past week:

Jackson County reports first COVID-19 
case; city implements new procedures: Jackson  

Cases confirmed 
as community 
adjusts to new 
ways of life
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Not surprisingly, much of the national atten-
tion on the recently passed $2.2 trillion stimulus 
package has focused on direct payments that 
will be made to most Americans. A $349 billion 
loan forgiveness program created in the bill, 
however, could have significant impacts for 
small businesses throughout eastern Iowa.

Titled the “Keeping American Workers Paid 
and Employed Act,” the legislation is designed 
to reimburse small employers for payroll and 
other costs incurred during the COVID-19 cri-
sis. While the Act contains many details beyond 
the scope of this summary, its basic concepts are 
relatively straightforward.

Loan Eligibility. Any business that employs 
500 or fewer employees is eligible for a loan. 

What businesses 
need to know about 
federal aid package
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Related local 
coronavirus 
content:

n Local emergency 
management 
officials staying 
focused
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n Disaster recovery 
fund initiated by 
foundation
Page 2

n State extends 
multiple deadlines

See maqnews.com

Message from the publisher: 

Thanks to history, we know we can survive tough times
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