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DON’T RISK IT, GET VACCINATED!

fROM THe GROUND UP
Grove Street playground gets baseball-themed facelift

Felony
doesn’t
disqualify
appointee
Councilman says he learned
from his mistake, now
wants to serve community
By kEllY gErlacH
and NaNcY MaYFIEld
Staff Writers
kgerlach@mspress.net

MsP photos by kelly gerlach

Maquoketa Public Works employees team up to fit a metal, baseball-themed canopy atop the new play structure at
the Grove Street ball diamonds in Maquoketa last week. The city and local volunteers installed the new equipment
despite intermittent rain. Volunteers are needed to spread mulch, put up a border and install fencing at the junior
baseball field at 8 a.m. Friday, April 16. To help, contact Scott Warren at the Maquoketa Area Family YMCA at
(563) 652-6566 or email swarren@maqymc.org.

Brent Good has been interested in running
for city government for a few years and had
planned to put his name on the ballot this fall
for a spot on the Maquoketa City Council.
His chance to
serve came early
when on April 5 he
was appointed to
fill the 3rd Ward’s
vacant council seat.
A property manager in the Quad
Cities, Good has a
background in real
estate, city codes,
and renovations. He
BrENt good
said he wants to see
the city grow, attract new businesses and
increase property values.
He was convicted of a felony in 2013, but
he said in a phone interview Monday that
several years ago both his voting rights and
his eligibility to run for elected office were
reinstated by the state.
He completed his restitution, and he used
good | page 8

Explore Caves
again starting
April 15

(above) the new play structure at the Grove Street ball
diamond includes climbing walls, slides, crawling tubes, etc.
Shown putting the pieces together are Scott Warren and Ted
Maze. (right) kary Becker adjusts a handle on the new
rock-climbing wall installed at the ball diamonds, which draw
many families during the baseball and softball season.

By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

year. About 35 people took
part in the family-friendly,
citywide event in which people never have to leave the
safety of their vehicle.
“We decided to hold the car
version again after receiving
so many positive comments
about last year’s event,” said
Chamber Director Wendy

Visitors to Maquoketa Caves State Park
can fully explore the park’s caves starting
April 15 after being closed for more than a
year due to COVID-19 and winter bat hibernation.
Maquoketa Caves State Park is considered one of Iowa’s most popular outdoor
destinations, with the largest cave system in
the state, picturesque scenery, and unique
geological formations drawing thousands of
visitors each year.
The main draws of the Maquoketa Caves
State Park are its natural features and caves.
Highlights include the Natural Bridge, a
towering arch 50 feet above Raccoon Creek;
Balanced Rock, a 17-ton rock formation
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Get a clue during upcoming scavenger hunt
By kEllY gErlacH
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Put on your thinking caps
and polish your selfie skills
to solve the clues in the second annual Great Maquoketa
Scavenger Hunt.
The Maquoketa Area
Chamber of Commerce is
hosting the Great Maquoketa
Scavenger Hunt at 10 a.m.

Saturday, May 1. Register by
Thursday, April 15, to receive
a free T-shirt.
Registration is now open at
maqevents.com.
The coronavirus pandemic and the need to maintain
social distancing forced the
Chamber to change its timed
scavenger race into a scavenger hunt in 2020, and the
event will happen again this

