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Thank You!
A special recognition to our 
county’s EMS workers

THESE BOYS ARE READY...

for mosquitos and sun!!

Osterhaus Pharmacy
918 W. Platt • Maquoketa • 652-5611 • 1-800-224-5611

They got advice from the staff at Osterhaus Pharmacy on best choices 
to stay safe this summer. Ask the staff how you can be safe too!
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By kELLY GERLaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

A Maquoketa councilwoman wants to un-
settle the community in order to build it back 
up to improve relations and public safety.

Councilwoman Erica Barker pointed to a 
Maquoketa teen’s 
peaceful protest as 
a way to mobilize 
the community to 
act and embark on a 
community dialogue 
about race, law en-
forcement, and what 
it takes to feel safe 
in Maquoketa.

“In order for 
change to happen, 
we need to be will-
ing to get uncom-
fortable,” Councilwoman Erica Barker said.

During last week’s city council meeting, 
Barker broached what she said is the need for 
a community conversation about public safe-
ty and the freedom to be heard, especially on 
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Barker wants 
public to talk 
race, policing
Councilwoman advocates 
for wide-open discussion

Judge orders city to release video

STaff REPoRT
mspress@mspress.net

Judge John Telleen of the Sev-
enth Judicial District on Monday 
ruled in favor of Sycamore Media, 
owner of the Maquoketa Senti-
nel-Press, in its quest to obtain 
Maquoketa Police Department 
video footage taken at a 911 call 

involving Amanda Lassance, Jack-
son County’s assistant attorney.

“This information will give the 
public a fuller understanding of 
the incident in question,” Telleen 
wrote in his ruling, which out-
lined several reasons he decid-
ed releasing the footage serves 
the public’s interest. Under Iowa 

Code Chapter 22, the state’s open 
records law, the police department 
had the burden of proving why the 
video should not be released. Pub-
lic records are generally available 
to the public, subject to specified 
exceptions.

Telleen noted “the central inci-
dent of this case raises an alle-
gation that a prosecutor received 
lenient treatment when she her-
self was discovered committing a 
criminal offense.” In addition, the 

investigation is officially closed, 

no further charges are being con-

sidered, and the case does not 

involve a confidential informant. 

“Although Maquoketa police 

officers had only limited involve-

ment in the incident and no control 

over the ultimate charging deci-

sion, the records they generated 

are significant because Maquoketa 

police officers were the first to 
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By nanCY maYfiELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

Jess Olson routinely commutes to her 
shifts as an operating room nurse at a 
New York City hospital, changing sub-

way lines at the 
Times Square 
station, where 
tens of millions 
of people pass 
through each 
year.

For the past 
few months, 
instead of nav-
igating through 
the usual hustle 
and bustle to 
get to her train, 

the Maquoketa native walked on a virtu-
ally empty platform on her way to New 
York Presbyterian Weill Cornell Hos-
pital where she joined other frontline 

nanCY maYfiELD
Staff Writer
nmayfield@mspress.net

Bobbie Lona Nienkark was working 
as a nurse in San Jose, California, this 
winter when patients started arriving 
at the emergency room complaining of 
shortness of breath, dizziness and head-
aches.

By early March, nearly all the patients 
in the Regional Medical Center ER were 
COVID-19 positive, said the Maquoketa 
native who is the daughter of Lynn and 
Cindy Nienkark. 

As the pandemic “spread like wild-
fire” through the community, masks ran 
low and medical staffers were asked to 
re-wear personal protective equipment. 

on the front lines
Nurse: ‘Many 
of my patients 
didn’t make it’

Masks ran out as 
COVID-19 virus 
‘spread like wildfire’

JESS 
oLSon

Contributed photo

When Jess olson worked in the ICU at a New York City hospital for two months 
this spring, all her patients were covid-positive. She is pictured in what she normally 
wore: An N-95 mask with a surgical mask over, a bouffant cap, a plastic face shield 
or goggles (whichever she could find), a gown, and two pairs of gloves. She and 
her co-workers initially had to reuse personal protective equipment because the 
hospital did not have enough to go around. niEnkaRk | page 8
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Supervisors split 
on scheduling 
jail referendum
By kELLY GERLaCh
News Editor
kgerlach@mspress.net

Two Jackson County supervisors favor a 
September jail bond referendum.

The third remains skeptical of holding it 
so soon and wants more information before 
making a decision.

All three supervisors agree they need to de-
cide soon, likely within the next few weeks, 
they said.

Supervisors Jack Willey and Larry Mc-
Devitt last Tuesday said they thought there 
was adequate time to educate the public on 
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maquoketa 
Police 

Chief Brad 
koranda 

denied the 
Sentinel-

Press’ open 
records 

request last 
summer. 

Sentinel-Press wins lawsuit to gain 
access to footage from Lassance call


